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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A TIMBER HOUSE specially developed for export to Canada 


was erected in a day at Lincoln last week. p. 355 


THE FIRST of a series of three special articles entitled ‘“‘ The 
setting out the case for operational 
research in housing into certain questions common to the plan- 


House that Fact Built,” 


ning of sponsored or ready-made houses, is published on 


p. 356 


THE MAIN FINDINGS of the Town Planning Institute’s 
Research Committee, which has been conducting an inquiry 
into economics of central area redevelopment for the assistance 


of local authorities, are summarised on 


p. 369 
AN APPEAL for a new approach to the problems created when 


recruits to the building industry have their apprenticeship 
interrupted by National Service is made by Mr. R. W. Porter, 
Director, Eastern Federation of Building Trades Employers, in 
an article on “‘ Building Apprenticeship and National Service,” 

D. 378 


on 


ACCORDING to the latest. Housing Progress Report, 19,985 


permanent houses were completed in Great Britain during 


July, compared with 15,965 in Fuly, 1951. 


In the first seven 


months of 1952, 130,949 permanent houses were completed 


compared with 108,051 in the same period of 1951. 
A COMPETITION devised with the intention of stimulating 


p. 381 


interest in building research is being sponsored by building 
in the East Midlands and 
p. 382 


trades employers’ 
Lincolnshire. 


associations 





PRODUCTIVITY IN THE INDUSTRY 


THE Anglo-American Council on Productivity, which was 

established four years ago under the Marshall Plan—that 
generous and far-sighted American contribution to world 
recovery—to assist in promoting greater productivity by the 
exchange of knowledge between Great Britain and the United 
States in the field of industrial organisation, methods and 
techniques, held its final meeting in London last May and has 
now published a general report * on its work. The winding 
up of the Council at this time—in accordance with the de- 
cision taken in 1948 that the existence of the Council would 
be limited to the period of Marshall Aid—does not mean, of 
course, that the need for increasing productivity in British 
Industry has passed or that no further steps to that end will 
be taken. The importance of continuing those efforts has 
again been stressed recently in the Report on “ The Trade 
Unions and the Economic Situation,” which was accepted 
bv the Trades Union Congress at Margate. The General 
Council hammered home the point that “ in the absence of a 
rise in productivity, substantial wage increases are bound to 
raise costs. ‘Our costs are still rising and if Wwe are to 
maintain our position—let alone improve it—we shall need 
even greater productive efficiency in our industries.”” The 
T.U.C., which has throughout taken a leading part in this 
joint endeavour, is now to participate with the central 
Employers’ Organisations in setting up a British Productivity 
Council to continue and follow up the work of the Anglo- 
American Council in this country. 


The success of the Anglo-American Council is due to the 
fact that it has not—as might so easily have happened— 
devoted itself to the preparation of treatises on the many 
theories of productivity, theories which are often of interest 
almost exclusively to those who propound and those who 
dispute them, but has instead directed its activities primarily 
to finding out, through the eyes of practical men and women of 
all grades in industry, exactly how the American industrial 
machine works and what lessons can be learned by British 
industry from the mass of information which has been made 
available. Forty-seven Teams from individual British indus- 
tries have studied the practice and performance of the corre- 
sponding U.S. industries, and 17 Teams have studied 
special problems, e.g., the handling of materials and the 
training of operatives, which are connected with a wide 
range of industries. In all nearly 1,000 men and women 
visited collectively nearly 2,000 American industrial plants, 
and over 500,000 copies of their Reports have been distributed. 
The Building Team was one of the earliest to cross the 
Atlantic and it is of interest to note that its Report has been 
circulated far more widely than that of any other Team, 
nearly 40,000 copies having been distributed up to June 1 last. 


The Building Report, which was warmly praised when it 
appeared in May, 1950, did not mince words in impartially 
pointing out the deficiencies of each section of the industry. 
In addition to calling for greater personal effort from every 
individual connected with the industry, the Report raised a 
number of questions, the relevance of which has nowhere been 
seriously disputed, relating to the efficiency of our current 
industrial organisation, practices and procedure. As it is 
now over two years since the Report appeared, it is appro- 
priate to consider how far those questions have been answered 
and whether the healthy jolt which the Team administered 
to any feeling of complacency which may have existed in the 
industry has been followed by definite action to remove such 
of the obstacles to higher productivity as may fairly be held 
to be within the province of the industry itself. 

Among the important issues raised in the Report were : 
the effectiveness of the present system of architectural educa- 
tion in giving architects that practical experience of carrying 





* Final Report of the Anglo-American Council on Productivity, 21, Tothill-street 
S.W.1. Price 3s. 6d. 
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out building contracts which contributes, in the ULS., to 
close working between architect and contractor ; the supply 
to the contractor by the architect of all necessary information 
in the required detail and at the right time, and the education 
of the building owner to enable that to be done ;_ the effective- 
ness of the control of the main contractor over all sub- 
contractors and the establishment of proper collaboration 
between them; the desirability, and the practicability, of 
simplifying the Standard Method of Measurement for Build- 
ing Works ; the qualifications of clerks of works and general 
foremer ; the question whether the industry is mechanised 
to the extent which is economically feasible ; and, finally, how 
far the individual operative is giving a fair day’s work for a 
fair day’s pay. 

These are all big questions and at this stage only tentative 
answers can be given. It can, however, be said that the 
Board of Architectural Education, the R.I.B.A., and the 
N.F.B.T.E. (whose joint pamphlet on Advance Planning 
issued last year contained much sound advice), and the Joint 
Committee on the Standard Method of Measurement have 
been, and are, seeking to find the answers. Several new 
types of hand-tools mentioned in the Report are now on the 
market. The N.F.B.T.E. has done much to encourage the 
better training of the general foreman, and the revision of the 
Model Code of Building Bye-laws, which is approaching 
completion, will, it is hoped, facilitate the adoption of certain 
techniques which would not comply with the existing Code. 


All these developments, gradual though they must be in 
their effect, will do something to improve the position. 
Fundamentally, however, the main obstacles to higher pro- 
ductivity—shortages of labour and materials and the Govern- 
ment controls necessitated thereby—still exist and, while the 
situation is improving in some respects, maximum pro- 
ductivity will not be obtained until major building jobs can 
be planned and carried out in the confident expectation that 
the work will be able to proceed to completion unhindered. 


The final questions which must be asked are how far the 
Report has influenced the individual operative and whether 
the leaders of the building trades unions have given that full 
measure of support to the campaign for greater productive 
efficiency that might have been expected. The T.U.C. 
statement to which we have referred calls on trade unionists 
“to participate fully in efforts to this end,” and no one who 
views the present situation realistically should ignore the 
significance of that appeal. 


CENTRAL AREA REDEVELOPMENT 


THE central areas of nearly all our large towns are being 
strangled by increasing motor traffic, and many of the 
buildings within them are out-of-date both in form and 
relative siting. Planned reconstruction, on these counts, 
is, however, out of the question at the moment, and is only 
possible where extensive war damage has taken place. 

Even in the case of extensively war-damaged areas, progress 
in reconstruction is perforce lamentably slow, but valuable 
experience is being gained and the fruits of it are set out in 
the memorandum “ The Economics of Central Area Develop- 
ment” prepared by the Research Committee of the Town 
Planning Institute, under the Chairmanship of Mr. E. H. 
Doubleday. The value of the document* is due to the fact 
that it is based on actual experience in towns where recon- 
struction is taking place. 


The memorandum examines the effect of high building 
costs and ground rents on rack rents. ‘The intention of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1944, repeated in the Act 
of 1947, was that, as far as practicable, persons formerly 
carrying on business or other activities in an area to be recon- 
structed should be given the opportunity of reinstatement. 





* Town Planning Institute, 18, Ashley-gardens, S.W.1. Price 2s. net. 
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In practice it is found that small traders cannot readily fit into 
an up-to-date scheme unless they combine. Consequently 
the conclusion is arrived at that either the local authority 
itself or investment trusts, building on leasehold sites, are 
suitable agencies for securing block development and spaces 
for letting, although development by combination of owners 
should be encouraged in suitable cases. The multiple shops 
and large department stores can be left to look after them- 
selves. 


In most cases examined it has been found that the ground 
rents being obtained by local authorities are not economic 
in relation to cost of acquisition, clearing and site preparation. 
The situation could be eased by adjustments with reference 
to war-damage payments and grants, and it is recommended 
that the Treasury allowance of 60 per cent. towards the 
notionally restored values and the value payments recoverable 
should be increased. The piecemeal confirmation of com- 
pulsory purchase orders by the Ministry, it is thought, holds 
back comprehensive redevelopmerit and puts up the price of 
subsequent acquisitions by the local authority. Moreover, 
in view of the slow pace of redevelopment the period for the 
payment of the go per cent. grant will have to be extended. 

Owing to the derating of industrial premises, shops, cinemas, 
hotels and commercial buildings are almost the only forms of 
property which pay more in rates than the cost of the services 
the occupiers receive from the local authority. Rateable 
values are highest in central areas, and that is one reason why 
it is so important, from the point of view of local authority 
finance, that reconstruction should be speeded up. Also the 
transfer of shopping custom that has in some cases taken place 
to subsidiary centres or even other towns, unless quickly 
countered, may add to the financial difficulties of the local 
authority in redevelopment, by reducing values and conse- 
quently the ground rents that can be charged after central 
sites have been acquired and laid out afresh. 


A number of other interesting matters are touched upon 
in the memorandum, such as the problems and cost of surface, 
underground, or multi-storey car parks ; the value of existing 
services, such as streets, and gas, water and electricity mains 
(these, says the memorandum, “ should not be the deter- 
mining factor in designing and layout’); the comparatively 
low rental value of the floors above the ground- and first- 
floors of shop buildings in the provinces, and the imprac- 
ticability of insisting for architectural reasons on more 
storeys than will secure an effective economic return. It is 
apparent that much care and thought are being put into the 
planned reconstruction of blitzed central areas on practical 
lines, within present means. Yet, despite so much intelligent 
local effort, the great scars inflicted by the enemy on the cores 
of some of our towns, in some cases more than 10 years ago, 
show few signs of healing. It is therefore to be hoped 
that the Government will play its part by reviewing the situa- 
tion and allowing as much reconstruction to proceed as is 
compatible with national needs and resources, and by removing 
some of the economic handicaps which experience has 
revealed. 


EDUCATION AND PRODUCTIVITY 


[* drawing attention to the need for improved management 

in industry, not least in building, the President of the Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association has done an important 
service. Management in industry is a term better understood 
when translated into Mr. Woodbine Parish’s phrase as 
achieving “‘ communication between management and opera- 
tives whereby those workmen understand why they do certain 
things.” It is significant that those firms which do give 
full thought to this matter gain immensely through good and 
happy relations with their staffs and men. Mr. Woodbine 
Parish’s speech, given to the Rotary Club of Glasgow last 
week, is reported in this issue and merits close study. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


PREFABRICATION ACHIEVEMENT 


NOTABLE achievement in technical 

design which will also play its part in 
the export market was demonstrated 
at Lincoln last week when a _ timber 
factory-built house was erected on pre- 
pared foundations in under eight hours. 
The Riley-Newsum house has_ been 
specially developed for the Canadian 
market by Mr. James Riley and Messrs. 
H. Newsum, Sons, and Co., Ltd., and 
a 100,000 dollar contract for 28 such 
houses has been placed by the Canadian 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation, for 
erection at Gander, Newfoundland, and 
Ajax, near Toronto. They will be erected 
next month. 

The houses are crated in sets of eight, 
all parts being numbered and packed in 
serial order. to facilitate erection on 
“stump ” foundations previously pre- 
pared by the contractor; the erection is 
child’s play to any competent joiner who 
is supplied with an assembly guide. 


MR. ECCLES’ EIGHT O’CLOCK 
WHISTLE 


Work on the erection of the prototype 
houses was started at eight o’clock in the 
morning by Mr. David Eccles, Minister 
of Works, who demonstrated the import- 
ance which the Government attach to 
the work by remaining on the site the 
whole day until the job was finished. In 
the course of a marathon of speeches 
which he was called upon to make during 
the day, and from which he emerged with 
great credit, the Minister said that it 
was good business to import £250 worth 
of timber and export a house worth 
£1,500-£2,000. Such prices yet enabled 
the houses to be transported to Canada 
and erected with an all-in cost up to 
1,000 dollars below the cost for a tradi- 
tional house in the same area. 


THE BUILDER 


It is satisfactory to learn that Mr. 
R. A. MecMullin, Agent-General for 
Alberta, has stated that in his private 
capacity as a representative of an American 
firm he would recommend this house for 
development in the United States. We 
shall give illustrations in a forthcoming - 
issue. 


THE CITY. TEMPLE 

THE ARCHITECTS for the rebuilding of 
the City Temple, Holborn Viaduct, will 
be Lord Mottistone, F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
Paul Paget, L.R.I.B.A., of the firm of 
Messrs. Seely and Paget. They have 
been informed of the main requirements 
which include, besides the church, a 
lecture hall and offices for the psychological 
clinic which the minister, the Rev. 
Leslie D. Weatherhead, has conducted 
for some years, and they are now preparing 
sketch plans. 

Miss A. M. Head, secretary of the 
rebuilding committee, said on Septem- 
ber 5 that the cost of the new City Temple 
might exceed £200,000. The congrega- 
tion had already raised between £27,000 
and £28,000, but there would probably 
be a world-wide appeal later to Con- 
gregationalists and friends of the City 
Temple for help in finding the rest of the 
money. 

The City Temple was destroyed in an 
air raid on April 16, 1941, and demolition 
of the derelict shell of the old church 
began last July. 


ARCHITECT’S RESIGNATION 


Mr. HERBERT J. Rowse, F.R.I.B.A., 
the Liverpool architect responsible for 
the design and layout of the new Wood- 
church Estate, Birkenhead, for the Birken- 
head Corporation—a design and layout 
regarded by many as a perfect example of 
what a modern housing estate should be— 
has resigned his position as architect of 
the estate. He was invited to design 
the layout some four years ago. When 











The timber house built in eight hours at Lincoln last week, photographed at 10 a.m., two heurs 


after Mr. Eccles, Minister of Works, had blown the whistle for work to begin. 


(See Note.) 
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“* For unaccountable 


some 
reason they put on a terrific 
spurt from just about here!” 











completed the scheme will provide for 
about 3,000 houses with the usual public 
buildings, schools, churches and other 
buildings. So far more than 600 houses 
have been completed and about 450 are 
under construction. 


HOUSING CONFERENCE 


Asout 1,200 delegates, including officers 
and chairmen of housing committees from 
local authorities in all parts of Britain 
are expected to attend the 21st annual 
conference of the Institute of Housing, 
to be held this year at the Winter Gardens, 
Margate, from September 18 to 20. 

At the first session the conference will 
be addressed by Sir John Wrigley, 
K.B.E., C.B., deputy secretary to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. This will be followed by a paper 
on “The Problems of Overspill Popula- 
tion, ” by Mr. D. W. Riley, M.I.Mun.E., 


A.M.T.P.I., A.M.1.Struct.E., County 
Planning Officer, Staffordshire County 
Council. 


On the middle day of the conference 


*two papers will be presented. Mr. R. J. 


Allerton, F.R.I.C.S., Housing Manager, 
Birmingham, will speak on ‘“‘ The Alloca- 
tion of Houses,” with particular reference 
to the new points scheme adopted by the 
Birmingham Corporation ; and Mr. G. B. 
Esslemont, J.P., City Chamberlain, Glas- 
gow, will discuss ‘‘ The Sale of Council 
Houses—Practical Problems.” 


RESEARCH IN BUILDING 


ANY ACTION which results in higher 
production in building and in a lowering 
of costs is to be encouraged at all times 
and is particularly significant just now 
when the trend sometimes seems to be in the 
opposite direction. Thus, the results 
of the competition on research in the 
industry which is being sponsored by a 
group of employers’ associations will be 
awaited with interest. 
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The process of modernisation is slow in 
coming about, and if this competition 
succeeds in stimulating a desire to find 
new ways and means of building more 
quickly and cheaply, a _ praiseworthy 
aim will have been achieved. 


RAILROADIANA 


‘“RAILROADIANA”’ is the title of a 
current exhibition of railway books, prints 
and relics which remains open at the 
National Book League, 7, Albemarle- 
street, W.1, until November 5. It was 
organised by P. Morton Shand and the 
late Harold Wyatt. A series of talks has 
also been arranged in connection with the 
exhibition. 


NEW APPOINTMENTS 


THE QUEEN, on the recommendation of 
the Secretary of State for Scotland, has 
appointed Mr. W. H. Kininmonth 
A.R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., of Edinburgh, as a 
member of the Royal Fine Art Commis- 
sion for Scotland. 


Srr AmsrosE Dunpas, former Governor 
of the North-West Frontier Province, 
and until recently general manager of 
Bracknell Development Corporation, was 
sworn in as Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Isle of Man at Castle Rushen on Monday. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LLEWELLYN SMITH AND WATERS, F/F.R.1B.A., 
armounce that the address of their associated firm, 
Willis, Llewellyn Smith and Waters, is now 33, Fore- 
gate-street, Worcester, tel.: Worcester 4245. The 
London address, 103, Old Brompton-road, S.W.7, 
tel. : Kensington 4477, remains unchanged. 

JESSAMINE AND MARSH, chartered quantity surveyors, 
(formerly of 3, Southampton-place, W.C.1), announce 
that they have reopened their London office at 7, 
Great James-street, Bedford Row, W.C.1. Tel.: 
Chancery 5858/9. 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

CEMENT AND CONCRETE ASSOCIATION.—Opening of 
the third international symposium on the chemistry 
of cement. Session 1, Royal Institution, Albemarle- 
street, W.1. 2.30 p.m. (Session 2 will take place on 
following day at Royal Society of Arts, John Adam- 
street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 9.30 a.m.) 

B.B.C. THIRD PROGRAMME.—First of two recorded 
talks by Mr. J. B. Ward-Perkins on excavation work 
under St. Peter’s, Rome. 10.5 p.m. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

LONDON ASSOCIATION OF MASTER STONE MASONS.— 
Apprentices’ prize-giving. 47, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 
2.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

BRITISH RAILWAYS.—Demonstration of freight rolling 
stock and up-to-date mechanical loading appliances. 
Battersea Wharf Goods Depot. 1 to 6 p.m. Also on 
following day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

INSTITUTE OF HousING.—Twenty-first annual con- 
ference. Winter Gardens, Margate. Continuing until 
September 20. 

NATITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (LONDON 
BRANCH, JUNIOR SECTION).—‘‘ Lead in Modern Build- 
ing,”’ by Mr. L. E. Allen, M.R.San.I., 98, Gloucester- 
place, W.1. 7 p.m. 

B.B.C. THIRD PROGRAMME.—Second of two recorded 
talks by Mr. J. B. Ward-Perkins on excavation work 
under St. Peter's, Rome. 10.5 p.m. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, September 11, 1852 


PaPpeR HANGINGS, the cheapest in 
London, at CROSS’S Wholesale and 
Retail Warehouse, 22, Great Portland- 
street, Oxford-street, where builders and 
the trade can select from a stock of 50,000 
pieces, at the following reduced prices: 
Good Bed-room papers from 03d. per yd. 
Painted Marble, Gran- 

ite, and Oak papers... fromO03d. do. 
Superior Dining- and 

Drawing-room papers from 14d. _ do. 
Satins and Flock ... ... from24d. do. 
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THE HOUSE THAT FACT BUILT 


A Case for Operational Research in Housing—I 
By BASIL MARRIOTT 
WE ARE PUBLISHING a series of three articles by Mr. Basil Marriott, 


L.RJI.B.A., F.R.S.A., under the title, ““ The House that Fact Built.” 


In these, 


Mr. Marriott deals with sponsored or ready-made houses, and states a case for a 
type of team study of certain questions common to the planning of such houses, 
whatever the individual design treatment. 


This study he envisages as sharing some of the characteristics of operational 


research as brought to a high pitch during the war. 
the choice of title—but primarily humanistic rather than technical. 


The subject is factual—hence 
The treatment 


is therefore designedly non-technical, but echoes the generally-expressed need for 
some factual basis for a new approach to housing design realistically related to the 


contemporary living pattern. 


Trained as an architect and working mainly on domestic and housing problems 
between the two wars, Mr. Marriott has recently returned to them after a long 
interval away from architectural practice but in related fields of design and 
research where he has maintained his architectural interests and contacts. 


Foreword 


dae series of articles is by an architect 
about architecture in one of its 
branches, and mainly for architects. But 
to prevent disappointment, the architect- 
author claims no reputation or authority 
in housing design, offers no ready-made 
solutions of its complex problems, and 
produces no plans, “ ideal ”’ or otherwise, 
to illustrate his points. This is being 
constantly and better done by others. 


Far, in fact, from giving all the answers, 
the writer does not even promise to pose 
all the questions. His aim is different, 
and so the opening sentence may call for 
some explanation. As to the writer, he 
can claim no more than to see some old 
problems with a comparatively fresh eye, 
and in relation to certain non-architectural 
but analogous fields of design in which he 
has worked. 


In venturing to address other architects 
of wider continuous experience, he recog- 
nises that he will appear to carry coals 
to Newcastle, flog dead donkeys, and offer 
some blinding glimpses of the obvious. 
But it sometimes seems to him that the 
last quite necessary function is being 
neglected through hesitation to engage in 
the two former, and that as a result 
Newcastle may sometimes suffer from 
a fuel shortage and the donkey at critical 
moments come inconveniently to life. 


But an apology at the outset is a bad 
inducement to read on, and this introduc- 
tion is rather an explanation of how the 
articles came to be written and published 
than an excuse for them. On returning 
to architectural practice the writer had the 
good fortune to be offered a “ refresher 
course ”’ in the office of a leading housing 
architect, and the chance to study several 
large projects realistically and at first 
hand while “helping about the house ” 
from their inception on the drawing- 
board. 


Broadly, as compared with inter-war 
experience, he has found that the housing 
picture is basically unchanged—naturally, 
since it represents unchanging human 
needs ; but that contemporary housing 
does not seem to reflect a changed and 
changing living pattern in some important 


details. The building science on which 
design technique depends the author 
finds less changed, and practice less 
closely related to theory, than he had 
expected, and experiment still more 
sporadic and tentative. The adminis- 
trative picture of rules, regulations and 
recommendations seems on the whole to 
have changed for the worse, and to need 
urgent overhaul. 

These, however, concern the major 
planning problem and methods and 
materials of construction to meet it. 
This is not the scope of these articles, 
which is on the other hand certain basic 
and recurring problems which persist 
whatever doctrine or school of thought 
infuses the major planning approach. In 
these the apparent persistence of con- 
ventional and traditional methods is cause 
for concern as well as surprise, and many 
of them seem still open to non-standard 
and hit-and-miss treatment although deal- 
ing with cognate and measurable facts of 
universal application. 


INESCAPABLE REQUIREMENTS 


They include, for instance, the in- 
escapable requirements of refuse disposal, 
storage of chattels, such furnishing and 
common interior equipment as is the 
architect’s responsibility, provision for 
relaxation and the play of children, 
not to mention the matters of insulation 
and space-heating. ‘These are in no case 
new, and are inseparable from family 
life whatever its pattern. But in several 
of them, always unsatisfactory compromises 
have become accepted and perpetuated 
by usage, while in other cases progressive 
modifications and disappearance of tradi- 
tional amenities, including simple elbow- 
room, make their survival quite unrealistic. 

It is these that the writer would have 
supposed most susceptible to standardised 
and prefabrication principles as the out- 
come of study by an appropriate research 
team. As it is, an atmosphere of after- 
thought still surrounds them, whereas they 
might have been expected to become the 
starting-point for the long-heralded “‘ new 
approach.” 

It is obviously not enough, we can 
see, even in the present emergency, 
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to provide shelter through formularised 
type-plans based on arbitrary calculation 
of the superficial area necessary to contain 
a hypothetical number of bodies. Clearly 
in cutting housing coats according to 
cloth attention must be paid both to fit 
and convenience in wear, and the greater 
the utility and economy to be incidentally 
effected, the greater the skill and closer 
the attention called for. 


This problem is functional rather than 
aesthetic, though agreeable appearance is 
accepted as a functional requirement. 
Like ‘‘ fitness for purpose,” the creed of 
functionalism is démodé (often the penalty 
when commonsense becomes fashionable 
doctrine) and even to some extent dis- 
credited for largely psychological reasons 
hardly relevant here. But its tenets still 
hold good and are even of increased 
applicability to-day. 

It seems odd that, in view of the volume 
of debate and the calibre of the brains 
applied to the functional approach, the 
younger generation lost an opportunity 
in not apparently being ready with agreed 
and thought-out solutions for the immedi- 
ate post-war period which might, for 
instance, have offered something more 
generally acceptable than the “ prefab.” 
and prevented wasteful diffusion of mater- 
ials and effort in “‘ temporary ”’ expedients, 
since the situation might almost have been 
designed to vindicate their theories, and 
the public mood was receptive. 


But no purpose is to be served by buck- 
passing. Probably the younger men were 
not asked, or were admittedly on war 
service elsewhere. Nor, admittedly, have 
the elder generation found their longer 
experience of much help to them, judged 
by results. Certainly the trends of what 
have replaced the prefab. in non-tradi- 
tional forms of material and method do 
little to allay uneasiness on this score, 
having apparently been allowed mostly 
to develop without the benefit of advice or 
co-ordination by architects of either 
generation. 


This situation suggests several things. 
First, insufficient study while there was 
time for it—in this’ case of what the 
dwelling should do—before how, and of 
what, it should be made. Some confusion 
of thinking and of aims is apparent— 
even something approaching panic mea- 
sures in a situation aggravated by irre- 
levant political considerations, public 
exasperation and the grave sociological 
effects of delayed or inadequate progress. 
A symptom is the suggestion that the 
architect has failed to rise to the occasion 
and should be superseded by the mechanic. 
The speculative builder has been invited 
into the mélée and, as usual, will follow 
the architect too little and too late in design. 


THE LIVING PATTERN 


It is not easy for the housing architect 
to keep his head above these troubled 
waters. The writer has found among 
them some tendency to self-examination, 
and, where doubts are expressed as to 
whether the sponsored house is doing its 
contemporary job, a real desire to find out 
why not, and how it can be improved. 
This can only be established through 
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study of the living-pattern, which at 
present can only be done at second-hand 
and in the mass, largely through the 
opinions of middlemen and by means of 
statistics having no immediate design 
application. 

In this situation, the need is evidently 
for some hauling off and taking stock, but 
unfortunately this is a time when leisure 
and incentive for such a process are least 
to be found, as if the wheels were to be 
overhauled while the machine is in motion. 
The reassessment and new approach 
generally postulated also requires fact- 
finding through research of a type not yet 
available in architectural terms, and which 
must meantime be improvised with in- 
adequate means, and individually at risk 
of overlapping. A cue for research in 
this direction was provided recently 
by a leading article in The Builder under 
the title ‘The Other Half”; this sug- 
gested the need for some type of research 
on an elusive quality summarised as 
‘livability’ as complementary to that 
into building science. The lack of this 
“‘other half”? found an echo in several 
of the quarters professionally concerned. 


These articles, however, deal with a 
more specific set of ‘“‘ brass tacks ”— 
the ancillary services referred to earlier, 
an aspect of livability of which the decks 
must literally be cleared before any major 
new planning approach is feasible. 


They are based on notes compiled 
primarily for the use of the staff of the 
office which the writer joined on return to 
practice. Several who generously made 
their experience and opinions available to 
him suggested that the results of his 
** thinking aloud” with their help might 
prove to have wider interest than first 
envisaged. The author was even en- 
couraged to hope that his notes might 
indicate lines of thought useful to other 
architects as an improvised method of 
operational research. This wartime 
technique was described by an expert as 
** giving qualitative effect to quantitative 
studies,”’ and the analogy seems reasonable 
as is the keynote of the case the author 
hopes to make out. 


Sample Subject for Operational 
Research Treatment 


1.—REFUSE DISPOSAL 


Asked for a definition of the ideal system 
of refuse disposal, a colleague suggests ‘‘to 
collect and dispose of all domestic waste 
matter in a practical, efficient, hygienic 
and economical way, satisfactory from 
both the householder’s and the local 
authority’s points of view.” 


This seems to be fair enough, and to 
cover the problem unless some important 
point has been overlooked. But if it 
adequately represents the object, some 
of the ways in which this is done in the 
average dwelling and community fall far 
short of the ideal, to say the least of it. 


Let’s face it—‘“‘living” presupposes 
constant production of waste matter, 
including excrement. The latter is on 
the whole excellently dealt with (forgetting 
for the moment the shameful number of 
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occupied dwellings still without proper 
sanitation) in the interests of public health, 
convenience and decency. Indeed, the 
W.c. pan is even a cult-object, from the 
willow-pattern period-piece to the modern 
streamlined and chromatic variant. House- 


-hold waste is symbolised by the dustbin, 


an article lacking eye-appeal and social 
status which has so far escaped the attention 
of the industrial designer. In _ those 
delightfully uninhibited advertisements 
where the hag-ridden hostess nurses her 
neuroses while her (literally) nosey best 
friend snoops uninvited, it is the “ toilet ” 
that is featured rather than the dustbin. 
So the dustbin remains at about the stage 
of development of the earth-closet, nor do 
we lavish on it even that perfunctory 
“scratch ” attempt at tidiness which we 
learned from the domestic cat. 


The current alternative methods for 
houses, flats and maisonettes are : 


1. Dustbins (including swill-bins), col- 
lection and disposal by L.A. ; 


2. Refuse chutes to containers, col 
lection and disposal by L.A. ; 


3. Refuse chutes to local incinerators ; 
4. The “ Garchey System ”’ ; 


5. A patent system for “‘ mincing up ” 
household waste and flushing away the 
residue, not much heard of in this country ; 


6. The old-fashioned household in- 
cinerator, probably obsolete even in rural 
areas; and 


7. The domestic boiler or even open 
fire, where quite a proportion of rubbish 
probably goes. 


_ Only the first four seem worth considera- 
tion in principle here. 


1. Dustbins—In the majority and, since 
most people live in houses, the least 
satisfactory. They are a literal and 
figurative blot on the landscape, and the 
operations involved are noisome from 
start to finish. They are (a) the house- 
wife puts food waste into a basket whimsi- 
cally called a “‘ sink-tidy,” (6) empties it 
into a pail or garbage-can under the sink, 
and (c) takes the pail or can (or the 
dripping “ tidy”) to the dustbin—trips 
and drips depending on distance of 
D.B. from K. Similarly, food tins, ashes, 
the contents of carpet sweeper or vacuum- 
cleaner and all waste matter follow the 
same long, long trail, spreading dirt and 
despondency. 


Until recently it was agreed to be 
best, if not essential, to place the dustbin 
outside, preferably under cover, but 
anyway in circulating air, for three 
apparently good reasons : 

(a) It is usually emptied weekly, and 
the contents cannot help but smell, even 
when well wrapped ; 


(b) when the lid ceases to fit (owing to 
faulty design for rough handling) and 
the bin becomes a welfare state for 
flies, they may not subsequently adjourn to 
the house ; 

(c) the bin must be accessible for col- 
lection and emptying in the house- 
holder’s absence. 

Similarly, the separation of waste 
into communal special bins for salvage 
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has drawbacks, though. it relieves pressure 
on household bins. It is unsightly and 
smelly, a cats’ target for to-night and a 
source of fly-borne infection, regarded 
gloomily by doctors in epidemics. 


Collection Vans.—Those used here vary 
widely, but all are open at some time to the 
winds of heaven during transit and> col- 
lection, so as'to spread what proportion 
of filth can be air-borne as equitably as 
possible. ‘The Continent apparently does 
better but the design of their vans ealls 
for the issue to households of special 
bins fitting an aperture in the otherwise- 
sealed vans. 


Disposal.—The final phase—refuse-tip, 
incinerator or pulveriser—is clumsy. But 
this phase concerns us less here, except 
to say that England’s green and pleasant 
land cannot progressively find room for 
this type of landscaping feature to 
keep pace with the housing development 
we need. 


Now, what can the architect do about all 
this? His responsibility is mainly to 
site the bin as well as possible from both 
the housewife’s and the L.A.’s point of 
view. This generally boils down to the 
question, back or front? Front is best 
for collection, but only good for the 
housewife if easily accessible from the 
kitchen. Demands from housing man- 
agers that the whole plan should be re- 
versed as “‘ the wife mustn’t be seen in 
curling-pins emptying rubbish” should 
be treated with the hilarity they deserve, 
but in the event are at least to be taken 
with appearance of seriousness. 


If the D.B. is at the back, then so 
much the worse for the dustman for, 
with the trend away from tunnels and, 
for economic reasons, still towards ter- 
races, access becomes difficult. Grouping 
on “‘ Radburn principles ”’ helps. 


What are the latest trends? In spite of 
considerations (a), (b) and (c) above, they 
are to bring the dustbin virtually into the 
house, e.g., into an internal store or 
(Crawley solution, R.I.B.A. Journal, July, 
1952, illustrated in Mr. Womersley’s 
paper) in a special unit, used from inside 
store, having a burglar (and fly ?) baffler 
and accessible for collection from outside. 
Other variants are inside the outer wall, 
or contiguous to it and bunkered or 
screened. But what about smell and flies, 
not to mention germs (except in a timid 
voice)? The one opinion so far not 
heard is that of the M.O.H. Is there a 
doctor in the house? Certainly he is an 
essential member of our research team, 
in this and many other instances. 


2 and 3. Refuse Chutes——Most new 
blocks of flats over two storeys incorporate 
a chute, which sometimes discharges into 
an incinerator but usually into a locally- 
standard container, collected full and 
replaced by an empty, clean one. Pro- 
vided frequency of collection prevents 
overfilling and spillage, we are getting 
somewhere, particularly since the con- 
tainer is lidded during transit and other- 
wise protected. The chute is also 
convenient for the housewife, being 
under cover and generally near the flat 
entrance. But it leaves the same problems 
(drips on carpets, etc.) inside the flat. 
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The chute system is capable of abuse 
by tenants. Refuse should be properly 
wrapped in a parcel the size of which will 
pass the chute and not come undone to 
foul the walls. But the architectural 
problem is mainly one of sensible planning 
for convenient access both by housewife 
and collector. 


4. The Garchey System.—This has been 
fully described elsewhere on_ several 
occasions. 'To refresh memory, and from 
the most readily available information, 
it comprises a contraption like a pear- 
shaped w.c. pan below the sink, trapped 
to a normal 6-in. soil pipe. The sink 
has a central outflow larger than normal, 
covered by a solid ‘‘ grid” or plate in 
which is a normal plug, odour-sealed, for 
emptying the sink of liquid. This grid 
is lifted to dispose of solid waste, which is 
put through a grille divided into three 
parts from the centre to ensure that 
nothing large enough to block the system 
reaches the water-sealed trap. 


All types of waste are coped with, 
including bones, bottles, cans and ashes. 
The trap holds 3 gals. of water, the 
minimum for flushing-away refuse. The 
standing waste is pulled to empty. 


After flushing, the refuse goes down a 
soil pipe to a collecting pit, whence sur- 
plus water goes to the soil sewer. The 
pit holds seven to nine days’ refuse, but 
in practice is emptied twice a week. 
Solid matter is drawn off by suction to 
separating tanks, and thence into the 
incinerator. Disposal plant can all be 
housed underground, and the furnace 
used to heat water. 


This non-technical description is given, 
at risk of boring better-informed readers, 
simply to establish that the principle is 
at least as efficient as soil disposal, and 
broadly of the same nature as far as the 
dwelling end is concerned, and seems to 
indicate that someone has thought it 
worth-while to take refuse disposal seri- 
ously. It is obviously only economic on 
a large scale—though admittedly out-of- 
date figures showed a surprising small 
cost per dwelling per week, but it is even 
pennies that bend the camel’s back to-day. 


5. The ‘* Mincing Machine” was elec- 
trically controlled and similarly situated 
below the sink, grinding up bones, fruit 
stones and rind and vegetable waste, 
disposal being by flushing down the soil 
system. Post-war information is scanty 
and the pre-war cost was comparatively 
high for a system which does not seem to 
have been able to deal with all refuse. 


POINTS FOR STUDY 


Where do we go from here? To sum- 
marise main points that seem to warrant 
further study : 

(a) Two main principles emerge, indi- 
vidual and grouped disposal. The latter 
seems well taken care of. The former is 
still comparatively barbarous, and if it 
must be continued, means must be found 
to incorporate the best features of the 
latter, if there is a medical case for it— 
as surely there must be. What is this 
worth to the individual in terms of rent 
and rates? Nothing like the hire-pur- 
chase cost of a television set. 
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(6) Meantime, dustbins are the major 
and least satisfactory solution, hallowed 
only by time and usage. The questions 
are—inside or out ? back or front? Thin 
is partly a health ‘and largely a plannings 
problem. The social conventions are 
irrelevant. The thought prompted by 
the Crawley solution is this: If bins 
inside, or contiguous to, the house are 
accepted medically as a principle, why not 
a hopper within the kitchen (say, under the 
sink) discharging direct into a bin in a 
screened or closed recess, removable from 
the outside ? 


This would at least achieve convenience, 
enclosure, accessibility—and coy-curler 
privacy. If obvious and _ insuperable 
objections have been overlooked, we must 
keep on trying while the matter is left 
in mid-air, where perhaps it will smell less, 


This seems an eminently suitable subject 
for a research team _ including, say, 
architect, M.O.H., domestic scientist and 
housing manager. 


(To be continued) 


CORRESPONDENCE 
OFF WITH BUILDING CONTROLS 


To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—It is now five years ago since I 
expressed the view that it could not 
be long before we witnessed unemploy- 
ment on a large scale in the building, 
architectural and surveying professions. 
In giving that view, I had in mind several 
causes, one, that confounded nuisance, 
Regulation 56A ; another, Board of Trade 
interference ; and, third, some official 
architects who have acted rather carelessly 
in their official capacity. Why do Min- 
isters make speeches in favour of scrapping 
war-time restrictions and then immedi- 
ately afterwards, elsewhere, excuse them- 
selves on the grounds that we have not the 
men and materials available? If this 
were the case, which I do not think it to 
be, would it not be more appropriate to 
leave shortages to those in the professions 
to overcome in their own way, as was done 
after the first world war ? 

To-day, due to building controls, 
it costs something like £25 to renovate 
a kitchen, £35 to renovate a room 
and about £70 to give the outside of 
a three-bedroomed dwelling a couple 
of coats of synthetic paint capable of 
weathering the storms for about 18 months. 


Meanwhile unemployment must in- 
crease. According to my estimates, there 
are now nearly 2,000 builders in London 
hardly doing anything, 121 architects out 
of work, 152 more coming off the line and 
a further 270 being mass-produced to 
enter the professional fields. These last 
are serving five years and one year’s 
practical experience to learn how to spend 
the £200 statutory limit per annum per 
hereditament—not a pleasing outlook 
for them. Would not a more practical 
idea be to give freedom to the professions 
who have not done so badly in the past 
in shaping things on the most economical 
lines to satisfy the people on the whole ? 

W. MacbDonaLp. 

16, Chiswick-lane, W.4. 
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View looking from entrance. Below: Looking towards entrance with fish tank on right. 


Se problem presented here was to give cohesion and 
an appearance of added size to an L-shaped room 
divided by large columns carrying the main structure of 
the hotel. This has successfully been achieved by Mr. 
W. R. Bennett, L.R.I.B.A., the partner in charge of the 
work, by the use of colour, by roof lighting, by carpeting 
which unifies all parts of the floor space and by a fish tank 
which, by giving a direct view to the bar from the Park-lane 
entrance (where there is a mural by John Hutton), opens 


REDECORATION OF 

~ AMERICAN BAR, 
THE DORCHESTER, 
PARK LANE, W1 


Designed bv $. S7 ANLEY 
BEARD BENNETT AND 
WILKINS, ARCHITECTS 





up the room. The bar itself is of waxed Indian laurel ; 
tables, chairs and banquettes being of Canadian wood, 
veneered with bird’s-eye maple formica. The work was 
carried out by Sir Robert McAlpine and Sons and the 
hotel’s own decoration staff, sub-contractors and suppliers 
being : 

Carpeting, seating and upholstery, Heals, Ltd.; bar and fittings, 
Gaskell and Chambers, Ltd.; indirect lighting, G.E.C. (materials), 
Claude-General Neon Lights, Ltd. (installation) ; fish tank, Aquarium 
Supplies, Ltd. 
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GROUND FLOOR FIRST FLOOR 


Plans of new study-bedroom blocks. 
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BUILDINGS FOR THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LEICESTER: Ground-floor plan of Doinsent Hall. 
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View of completed court, looking north. 


BUILDINGS FOR THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LEICESTER 


ARCHITECTS : THOMAS WORTHINGTON AND SONS, in association 
with PICK, EVERARD, KEAY AND GIMSON 


. [IX 1946 the University College of Leicester was faced 
with the problem of finding accommodation for an 


increased number of students. A number of large houses 
in the residential district of Oadby were bought by the 
College authorities with the idea of developing each as 
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] UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LEICESTER - BEAUMONT HALL 





Layout plan. The blacked-in portions are new work. 


soon as conditions allowed. One of these houses, 
Beaumont Hall, has been enlarged by the addition of a 
single-storey dining hall, kitchens and senior common 
room to the existing house. It was also proposed to build 
10 blocks of study bedrooms to provide accommodation 
for 161 students and two sub-wardens, these being designed 
to form two courts opening off each other and adjacent to 
the existing house. Unfortunately, it was found impossible 
to proceed with both courts, but one court of five blocks 
and the remainder of the scheme were carried out and it is 
these buildings that form the subject of this article. The 
additions to the original house were completed in March, 
1951, and the five blocks of study bedrooms were finally 
handed over to the College last Easter. 


The dining hall and kitchen were planned so that the 
hall and senior common room form two sides of the 
existing forecourt, and the kitchens complete the fourth 
side of the existing stable yard. This building is built 
of light red brick, with concrete roofs, cast in situ, and 
embodying panel heating. 


The walls of the entrance hall and dining hall are 
panelled in oak to a height of 8 ft., the walls above and 
those of the senior common room being finished in sand- 
faced plaster, and as a form of protection the bases to the 
columns are of Travertine. The floors of these rooms 
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A view of a block of study bedrooms, looking south-east. Below : End block of study bedrooms to the north of the completed block. 


are of Muhuhu wood blocks. In the servery and 
kitchen the floors are finished with red quarry tiles, 
and the walls have a cream tiled dado 6 ft. high. In 
the study bedrooms the beds are recessed, the ward- 
robes are built-in and gas fires are provided. The two 
sub-wardens have a study, bedroom and bathroom each. 
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The five blocks of study bedrooms form a court 
entered from the main drive. These blocks are built 
of similar coloured bricks to the dining hall, and are 
roofed with Colthurst Symons Brindled Bambino 
tiles. The floors of the rooms are of beech wood 
blocks, corridors and_ staircase are granwood, 
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and the lavatories are finished in 
terrazzo. 

Owing to the character of the 
neighbourhood, it was felt that a 
central boiler house, using solid 
fuel, with a chimney of the 
requisite height, was inappro- 
priate, so it was decided to fix a 
separate gas boiler in each block 
to provide domestic hot water 
and background heating to the 
corridors. 

Messrs. C. W. Davidson and 
Co., of Manchester, were respon- 
sible for the quantities, and Mr. 
H. A. McDonnell was the clerk 
of works. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. William Moss and Sons, 
Ltd., of Loughborough. Follow- 
ing is a list of sub-contractors :— 

Concrete floors and roofs, Trussed 
Concrete Steel Co., Ltd.; steelwork, 
Banister Walton and Co.; bricks, New 
Star Brick Co.; roofing tiles, Colthurst 
Symons; roof covering, D. Anderson and 
Son; steel windows and lanterns, Henry 
Hope and Sons, Ltd.; electrical work; 
Whitcomb and Blackwell; electric light 
fittings, Troughton and Young; heating, 
Young, Austen and Young; plaster, B. S. 
Moody and Sons, Ltd. ; tiling and terrazzo, 
Conways (Tiles and Terrazzo), Ltd. 

Reconstructed stone, Empire Stone 
Co., Ltd.; marble, J. and H. Patteson, 
Ltd.; flooring (wood blocks), Hollis 
Brothers ; .granwood flooring, Granwcod 
Flooring Co. ; wrought ironwork, 
Birmingham Guild, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, 
Associated Clay Industries ; kitchen equip- 
ment, Radiation, Ltd.; flush doors, 
John P. White, Ltd.; ironmongery, 
Laidlaw and Thomson, Ltd.;_ carving, 
Bond and Hall; furnishings, Story and 


Co., Ltd. ’ Dining hall. Below : 
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Front elevation. 


151, GLOUCESTER ROAD, KENSINGTON, S W7 
WOODROFFE, BUCHANAN AND COULTER, FF.RIBA, ARCHITECTS 


6 eo building was erected on the site of an old 

Georgian house and studio which was demolished 
by a flying bomb in 1944. It consists of three flats 
each comprising a sitting-room with dining recess 
and four bedrooms, except in the case of the ground- 
floor flat which has one bedroom less owing to there 


being a garage. 
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The facing bricks are High Brooms silver grey, and 
the roof is of bambino green enamel pantiles. 

The general contractors were Messrs. F. and H. F. 
Higgs, Ltd., of Herne Hill, S.E.24, and the quantity 
surveyor, Mr. F. C. Reavell. Following is a list of 
the sub-contractors :— 

Steel, T. C. Jones and Co., Ltd. ; floors, Concrete, Ltd. 
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A living-room. 
Below :; Dining recess. 





Hounslow, Middlesex; central heating and _ hot Sons, Ltd.; High Brooms silver grey facing bricks, 
water, Hinton Jones (Engineers), Ltd.; windows, Richard Parton (Builders’ Merchants), Ltd., Hever, near 
Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd.; external iren staircase, Edenbridge ; radiator shields, Luxfer, Ltd. ; boiler (first 
H. and C. Davis and Co., Ltd. ; ornamental metal work, floor flat), Janitor Boilers, Ltd., Camberley, Surrey ; 


G. H. W. Cashmore and Co.; electrical work, Accotile floor in kitchen and cork tiling in bathrooms, 
Johnson and Tanner, New Malden; wood block Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd. 

floors, Bennett’s Wood Flooring (Tungit) Co., Ltd. ; Flush doors, Leaderflush, Ltd., Trowell, Nottingham ; 
glazing and vitrolite wall linings, James Clark and Palorit dado to staircase, Quickset Water Sealers, Ltd. ; 
Eaton; pantiles, Colthurst, Symons and Co., Ltd., reconstructed stone, Stuart’s Granolithic Co., Ltd., 
Bridgwater, Somerset. Pinner, Middlesex ; tiling to main staircase, Carter and 


Sanitary fittings and kitchen fittings, W. N. Froy and Co., London, Ltd. ; internal wall decorations, Vitretex 
Sons, Ltd. ; overhead door to garage, Alex. Hawkins and (England), Ltd. ; paint, Paripan, Ltd. 








151, GLOUCESTER ROAD, KENSINGTON, SW7 
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Main front of operating and welfare block. Below : Entrance detail. 


NEW GARAGE, GARSTON, WATFORD LL the new buildings in London 


Transport’s post-war garage pro- 

gramme —— to a basic a 

° evolved two or three years ago as the 

for the London Transport Executive a ee ee ee 

‘ adapted as necessary to suit the require- 

THOMAS BILBOW, FRIBA, ARCHITECT TO EXECUTIVE ments of a particular site. By virtue 

of the favourable size and shape of its 

K. a: H. SEYMOUR, ARIBA, SENIOR ARCHITECT IN CHARGE site (which covers an area of some three 

acres bordering on St. Albans-road) 

this new garage at Garston represents 

the nearest approach to this ideal 

layout so far achieved. It comprises 

three main buildings: the operating 

and welfare block, placed on the main 

road frontage, a covered bus parking 

area at the rear of the site and, between 

them, the dock. The parking area 

is 45,400 sq. ft. and accommodates 
150 buses. 

The buildings are steel-framed with 
brick walling, faced with Leicester 
straw and Bucks multi-colour facing 
bricks. The parking area roof spans 
170 ft. with the main girders generally 
at 60 ft. centres, the end bays being 
43 ft. wide. Subsidiary lattice girders 
at 50 ft. centres span between the main 
girders on which bear steel purlins 
for universal reinforced asbestos trough- 
ing. The main roof lighting is provided 
by lantern lights 10 ft. wide spanning 
almost the full width of the garage and 
parallel to the main girders. Additional 
lighting is provided at a steep slope 
around the entire parking area. 


The roof over the dock is of north 
light construction, with Ruberoid steel 
deck composite roofing on the southern 
slopes. The parking area and dock 
floors are of reinforced concrete and are 
finished with granolithic in which 
a special hardener has _ been 
incorporated. 
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Suspended floors in the operating 
and welfare block and all concrete 
roofs of subsidiary accommodation are 
of precast hollow beam construction, 
such roofs being insulated with vermi- 
culite laid to falls and asphalted. 


The architects for this scheme were 
assisted by the following specialist 
members of London Transport’s staff : 
Mr. A. V. Bond, A.M.I.Struct.E. 4 
— ——— ~~ er Carter, a ENQUIRIES 
M.C., .M.Inst.C.E., -L.Struct.E. ; Sceromgceraege 
(new works engineer), assisted by Mr. j : 
J. Read, B.Sc. (heating and ventilation), 
Mr. T. C. Ball, A.M.I-Mech.E., 
M.Inst.F., F.G.S. (plant engineer), 
in co-operation with J. H. Coombs and 
Partners (electric light and power). 


Mr. Bilbow was responsible for both 
the design and construction of the 
garage under the general direction of 
the Executive’s Chief Engineer, Mr. P. 
Croom-Johnson, C.B.E., M.Inst.C.E. 
The general layout of plant and equip- 
ment was handled on behalf of the 
Chief Mechanical Engineer (road ser- 
vices) by Mr. J. H. Williams, 
A.M.I.Mech.E., A.M.Inst.T., the 
Equipment Engineer (road services). 


The main contractors were Messrs. 





























LOCKER RM. |! DOCK 


SECTION THROUGH INTER DOCK AREA 











Leslie and Co., Ltd. Following is a 
list of sub-contractors :-— 

Cargo Fleet Iron Co., Ltd., structural 
steelwork ; Fabricrete Products, Ltd., precast 
floor beams ; Williams and Williams, Ltd., 
metal doors and windows; D. Burkle and Son, 
Ltd., joinery; Hooks joinery Works, Ltd., 
flush doors; British Challenge Glazing Co., 
patent glazing and roof lights ; Bryon and Co., 
Ltd., floor and wall tiling ; The Ruberoid Co., 
Ltd., steel roof deck and felt; Broad Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., duct go etc.; Tylors 
of . on, Ltd. x sanitary fitti: 

clwork, Ld Ltd., line o valves ; Light 
oe Ltd battery benches, doors, etc. ; 
Luco Art Metal Co., Ltd., balustrade, entrance 
doors, on. . Korkoid Decorative Floors, 
Accotile flooring; Delziel Eng. Co., Ltd., 
louvres ow steel staircase; Clark, Hunt and 
Co., Ltd., valve boxes, metal work ; General 
Kaphiite Co. Led., saphelt; J: Bellamy, Lt1., 
fuel tanks; Cel itulin Flooring te, Leas, 
linoleum ; Re Cutting and Co., lightning 
conductors ; J. Freeman, Sons and Co., 
lazed wall finish; Comyn Ching and_ Co. 
(London), Ltd., heating engineering; Globe 
Produ cts, Ltd., artificial stone ; 

jo rs "King and Co., Ltd., Glascrete windows ; 

iespeker and Co., Ltd. , terrazzo. 

Lockerbie _and Wilkinson- (B’ham.), Ltd., 
ironmo: ; Mather and Platt, Ltd., sprink- 
lers ; ash ‘and Hull, Ltd., fascia lettering ; 
Pratt (Watford), Ltd, multi-facing bricks ; 
E. H. Smith (London), Ltd., Leics. straw facing 
— P ri ogg Meese “eer = 

ghts ; Fenci +> . td., c 
link fe Sencing 5 Vennest 5 Co., Ltd., 
false ceiling ; Seekeon oindeetial Floors), 
Ltd., cycle park blocks; Shutter Contractors, 

Ltd., roller shutter; Mono Pumps, Ltd., 
pon Be plant, 


The dock unit. 
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Good: accessery design 


The MK range of fine accessories offers to architects a 
comprehensive choice for every conceivable installation. This illustration 
depicts a few typical switchsocket outlets and plugs available for domestic 
and industrial use. These attractive designs are featured in most electrical 


specifications. 


LA I 
M.K. ELECTRIC LIMITED (i 


“Me 2860 


WAKEFIELD STREET, LONDON, N.18 TOTtenham 5151 
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— > CONTRACTORS i = aan 
— : 
IRE 
eee a —the home of all that is best in modern 
. building practice. 


The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. 


— MULLEN& LUMSDEN Ld. 
Contracto'b 


N®2 4/° EAGLE STREET: H/GH HOLBORN: LONDON: WE 
CHANCERY 4422-3-4 








SMALL WORKS DEPT. : SOUTHAMPTON : JOINERY WORKS : 


COPTIC STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 151 ROMSEY ROAD, SHIRLEY GRESHAM WORKS, SOUTH NORWOOB 
MUSEUM 3705 SOUTHAMPTON 73176 ADDISCOMBE 1264 
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THE BUILDER 


Economics of Central Area Development 
TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE’S REPORT 


THE redevelopment of a central built-up 

area has always been a complicated 
undertaking but the national restrictions 
upon capital expenditure and the use of 
building materials and labour during the past 
few years have considerably increased the 
tasks and anxieties of authorities engaged 
upon the redevelopment of their “ blitzed ~ 
central areas. With the idea of assisting 
these authorities in their work, the Town 
Planning Institute has now issued a report 
prepared by its Research Committee entitled 
“The Economics of Central Area Redevelop- 
ment.” The report represents the experience 
of a number of members of the Institute and 
is presented as a contribution to the study 
of the problems involved. Following is the 
summary which appears at the end of the 
report : — 

Effect of high building costs and ground 
rents on rack rents—Four types of 
developers are prepared to build in blitzed 
central areas:—{i) Proprietors of multiple 
shops and large departmental stores—mainly 
on a cost of works payment. (ii) Small 
traders—generally only if they can reinstate 
with a cost of works payment, but a number 
of them have, in a few instances, combined 
to achieve comprehensive development. (iii) 
Local authorities—on their own sites, often 
at a loss which includes the difference 
between notionally restored value of build- 
ings and converted value payment. (iv) 
Big insurance companies and investment 
trusts who build as an investment, mostly 
on leased sites. 


In most cases examined, the ground rent 
obtained by local authorities is not an 
economic one in relation to cost of acquisi- 
tion, clearing and site preparation. It might 
be essential to attract development through- 
out the redeveloped area by accepting lower 
ground rents in certain cases. Local 
authorities themselves have little post-war 
experience of such work. Investment trusts 
have been successful in Exeter, Plymouth 
and Hull.  Ejther the local authority or 
investment trusts building on leasehold sites 
are suitable agencies for building in central 
areas to ensure block development and space 
for letting, although development by com- 
bination of owners should be tried in suitable 
cases. 


London and the Provinces 


Height of buildings—The cost of con- 
struction per unit area of floor space 
increases with he‘ght but rental return 
diminishes. Thus there will be a maximum 
economic height represented by the cutting 
of these curves. This maximum height will 
vary with circumstances, e.g., cost of piling 
and the rents which can be obtained. In 
provincial towns the most frequent heights 
demanded are two and three storeys, but on 
central London sites rental returns on upper 
floors give good returns and greater height 
is demanded by developers than in the pro- 
vinces. 

Restoration of former central area uses.— 
Central area shopping and commercial build- 
ings are a most valuable rateable asset. 
Much of the trade of blitzed areas has been 
transferred to subsidiary centres or other 
towns and this has not always been reflected 
in improved rateable values in those areas. 
Many departments of Government, and busi- 
ness and professional men have dispersed 
to residential districts, where they pay 


dwelling house rents. It is essential to the 
solvency of local authorities that former 
central area uses and the higher rateable 
values be re-established. 


Value of existing engineering services and 
their effect on redevelopment.—Some ser- 
vices, such as trolley-bus cables, can be 
easily moved. In other cases buildings can 
be designed to bridge trunk services, or the 
covering surface can be used as car parks. 
The value of existing services, particularly 
trunk services, should be taken into account, 
but the main object of replanning central 
areas remains, namely, to provide a more 
efficiently functioning centre with better 
shaped building plots. Therefore, the 
pressure to retain existing services should 
not be the determining factor in designing 
and layout. 


Effect on central area values of the 
development of neighbourhood shops.—The 
penetration of housing estates by multiple 
stores was taking place in the 1930's, but 
did not affect central area values. The differ- 
ence in the type of shops would account 
for this: mainly food shops in neighbour- 
hood units and dry-goods multiples in central 
areas. It is believed, therefore, that the 
development of neighbourhood shopping 
centres will affect the street-corner shop 
rather than the céntral area firm except, per- 
haps, in the case of food shops. 


Effect of ordering goods by post or tele- 
phone.—Trading value of central area sites 
depends on turnover, whether by direct pur- 
chase or telephone and post. Therefore, 
any increase in ordering by mail and tele- 
phone would increase rather than decrease 
central area values, particularly as the 
larger central area traders would enjoy an 
advantage in developing this service by 
advertising. 


Wary Traders 


Diversion of public service routes —Plan- 
ning considerations favour the diversion of 
traffic from central shopping areas. Evidence 
suggests that traders are opposed to such 
diversion when plans are proposed but that 
there is no adverse reaction once the plans 
are in operation. There is no evidence of 
diminishing trade or values where diversion 
has taken place but more research is required 
on this subject. It seems that there might 
be an increase in values at the fringe sites 
where buses set down and pick up 
passengers, especially in larger central areas 
where the bus stations are further out. 


Disposal under Paragraph 19 of the 
Eleventh Schedule of the 1947 Act—In 
general the scheme of disposals envisaged 
in Paragraph 19 of the Eleventh Schedule 
of the 1947 Act has been Operated without 
undue difficulty, but some disputes are aris- 
ing because of the increase of existing rental 
values over those based on former site 
values. 


The deficit between converted value pay- 
ments and notionally restored value—The 
difference between the notionally restored 
values and the value payments recoverable 
by local authorities frequently results in a 
deficit for the authority which is not off-set 
by a corresponding increase in rents. This 
is an obstacle to planning which could be 
overcome by increasing the Treasury allow- 
ance of 60 per cent. 
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Alternative procedures for compulsory 
acquisition Experience is that where re- 
development is almost entirely for housing 
or education it is to the financial interest 
of the acquiring authority to make compul- 
sory purchase orders for the services for 
which the land is required. There would 
be great merit in an act providing for acqui- 
sition of land by local authorities for all 
their purposes including the acquisition of 
land in advance of requirements. 


Piecemeal confirmation of compulsory 
purchase orders.—Piecemeal confirmation of 
compulsory purchase orders holds back 
comprehensive development and results in 
the local authority being compelled to pay 
enhanced prices for other land. Circular 
39, which restricts capital expenditure to the 
purchase of land needed within two or three 
years, contrasts with Section 19, which may 
compel an authority to purchase land many 
yeats before it can be developed. 


Development Charge 


“Peppercorn Rentals” and “ Pioneer 
Rebates.”—The returns from land may be 
reduced by “Peppercorn Rentals” and 
“ Pioneer Rebates,” but the Ministry credit 
the paper income. Building delays may, 
however, result in the local authority draw- 
ing full rent before completion of the build- 
ing. Thus, there are uncertainties for both 
local authority and lessees. 


Payments in lieu of development charge 
under Section 83 of the Act.—Surpluses on 
remunerative development are to be set off 
against losses on unremunerative develop- 
ment. Development charge is to be 
demanded only if there is a net surplus on 
all redevelopment, but that is unlikely. 


Limitations under the grant regulations. 
—In view of the slow pace of redevelop- 
ment, the limitation of the 90 per cent. grant 
period is likely to throw a heavy burden 
on local ‘authorities in blitzed towns. In 
addition it may be years before certain Sec- 
tion 19 acquisitions become eligible for 
grant. 


Car parks.—The need to provide car parks 
in the busiest areas and at a low charge to 
attract motorists means that they cannot be 
run at a profit. The extent of the loss will 
vary considerably according to the cost of 
the land and the type of car park. The sur- 
face park is the cheapest to construct but 
where the land is very expensive it may be 
less economic than the multi-storey or under- 
ground park. The provision of generous 
car-parking facilities may, however, defer 
the carrying out of major street improve- 
ments and result in an indirect saving. 


As losses will be involved by central area 
car parks, full account should be taken of 
road proposals which will relieve traffic con- 
gestion before estimates are made of the 
areas to be devoted to parking space. Full 
use should also be made of kerbside parking 
in suitable side-streets. It is becoming 
accepted that developers who are responsible 
for attracting large numbers of vehicles 


-should contribute space for parking but the 


problem must be finally one for the local 
authority supported by contributions from 
the Central Exchequer. 


Health Congress 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Eustace Percy will be 
president of the Health Congress which is 
being organised by the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute at Hastings from April 28 to May 1 
next year. It is expected that over 2,000 
delegates will attend. 
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Town Planning in India and Pakistan 


TEN MILLION REFUGEES ADD TO THE URGENT 
PROBLEMS OF RECONSTRUCTION 


bla present-day position of town 
planning in India and Pakistan, where 
normal problems of population growth and 
reconstruction have been aggravated by 
the presence of ten million refugees, 
formed the theme of a recent broadcast 
talk by Mr. Max Lock, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., in the B.B.C.’s Third Pro- 
gramme, and from which we take the 
following extracts. Mr. Lock said :— 

Over 30 years ago two outstanding men 
were planning towns in India—Sir Edwin 
Lutyens, with his great project for the 
capital at New Delhi; and Sir Patrick 
Geddes, with his numerous reports for the 
rehabilitation of old cities—some 30 or 40 
schemes in all in India, Ceylon, and what is 
now Pakistan. ‘There could hardly be a 
greater contrast between two great minds 
at work on the same subject and on the 
same soil. 

Lutyens at New Delhi crystallised the 
imperial idea of a capital city. To the 
classical traditions of Versailles and Wash- 
ington he added his own brilliant con- 
ception, wedding English classicism to the 
dynamic beauty of the great Mogul 
tradition. Architecturally this was a 
marriage of two empires, and as a mighty 
emblem of power it was undoubtedly a 
success. But was it a success as a city, as 
a community of individuals ? 

Geddes; on the other hand, had an 
understanding and knowledge of man and 
nature that forbade a purely esthetic or 
material solution to a town plan. His 
plans started, not with the drawing board, 
but with the individual, and with the 
family groups and craft communities. 
His main concern was not with archi- 
tectural vistas nor with current engineer- 
ing conventions, but was directed towards 
meeting primary human needs. 


A DUAL NEED 


Now what is happening to-day in India 
and Pakistan? Since partition over ten 
million refugees have been on the move, 
pouring into the great cities. There is 
urgent need to reconstruct existing towns— 
to rid the ‘‘ Old Delhis ” of their slums 
and build new communities further afield. 
There is, too, the programme for the 
“New Delhis,” the capital cities, to be 
the strategic centres of efficient state and 
regional government. And there is the 
greatest problem of all, the villages, which 
in their tens of thousands subsist often 
on the fringe of starvation. Then, too, 
there are the great rivers which, when 
canalised into planned systems of irrigation 
and power, will set in motion a revival of 
village life and an economic and industrial 
revolution, and there is the alarming 
growth of population: every year in 
India five million more mouths to feed. 
Can production exceed or even keep pace 
with this ever-increasing demand ? How 
do the planners and builders of the physical 
environment fit into this picture? Do they 
seek to impose their plans from above and 
from outside, or to evolve them, as Geddes 
did, frem within ? 


These questions presented themselves 
to me with some force the first two days 
after my arrival in India as the guest of the 
British Council, when conflicting impres- 
sions followed closely upon one another. 
Driving from the airport outside New 
Delhi we passed in front of Sir Herbert 
Baker’s twin secretariat buildings and the 
dome of Lutyens’ Viceroy’s Lodge (now 
the President’s Lodge). The scale and 
magnificence of this group was to me 
astonishing, especially as seen from the 
far end of the vista, the India Gate. But 
I remember the rest of New Delhi, its 
long, broad, tree-lined avenues and in- 
numerable roundabouts, and its spaciously 
sited houses and bungalows. 


THE OLD INDIA 


That same evening my Indian friend 
took me into Old Delhi. We squeezed 
through the shopping arcades among the 
throngs of people, past the shopkeepers’ 
stalls and among the aimless wandering 
cows. But for all the congestion, here 
surely was life, colour, vitality and warmth 
not to be found in the conventional 
European city over the wall. 


Next day I was taken by the same friends 
to Karnal, an enclosed market town some 
50 miles north of Delhi. This, in spite 
of squalor, was the India that has always 
been—shady, narrow streets and cool 
rooms, perhaps the only answer to a 
relentless summer sun’; the well head, the 
natural focus of news and gossip of the 
neighbourhood ; and the shrine and the 
tree by the well, symbols in the East of 
the source of sustenance. 


From there we went into modern India 
on the other side of the Calcutta-Peshawar 
trunk road. We saw the new garden 
village of Karnal, where most of the semi- 
detached bungalows were built of stabilised 
soil. It has always been the tradition to 
use mud with threshed straw to bind it 
together, so the stabilisation of the soil 
with a small admixture of cement is a 
perfectly natural evolution. ‘The houses 
were well designed and pleasant to live 
in. The streets were broad, with young 
trees planted in rows and singly like the 
houses. 
suburb in the heart of India. Indeed, 
I came to realise that there seems little 
to distinguish any garden city in the 
world from any other. 


REFUGEE TOWNSHIPS 


At Nilokheri, a few miles away, I saw 
a different picture. This is a refugee 
township, not unlike one of our own new 
towns, though the houses were simpler 
and the finishes perhaps more skimped. 
But what was remarkable was the life of 
the place in contrast to what we had seen 
in the Karnal housing estate. Games of 
volley ball on the village green; shoe- 
making in the workshops ; factories turn- 
ing out textiles, soap, and the many pro- 
ducts of light engineering ; everywhere 
was an infectious enthusiasm for work, 
and there was no unemployment. We 


Here was a Western garden - 
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visited a large number of well-designed 
shops under a crescent-shaped arcade ; 
a hospital ; a students’ hostel ; a Hakim 
Nature-cure centre; and a co-operative 
farm. All these had been actually built 
and run by the refugees themselves, of 
yom there are now at Nilokheri nearly 
enty thousand. 

Another refugee town near Delhi, 
Faridabad, is also evolving a fine experi- 
ment designed to rehabilitate the stranded 
refugees, and at the same time to serve as 
a market town for three hundred socially 
isolated villages in the district. Similar 
towns are to be established elsewhere as 
centres of production and marketing in the 
rural areas. 

The India and Pakistan Governments 
are rapidly pushing ahead with vast 
schemes of irrigation. In Pakistan I 
visited the Thal District of the North- 
West Punjab, where a thousand miles of 
canals are being added to the two thousand 
miles that the British have already built. 
Here were the new market towns of 
Quaidabad and Jaharabad, and a number 
of thriving co-operatively run agricultural 
villages. 


THE NEW CAPITALS 


Fascinating but perhaps more precarious 
ventures in town building are the new 
capital cities. Such a city is Chandigarh, 
the new capital ef the Punjab. Building 
has only just commenced there. The 
architects—Fry and Drew from England, 
Corbusier and Jeanneret from France, and 
their team of Indian architects and engin- 
eers who, as pioneers, live in tents on. the 
site—are working to a broad and very 
simple grid-iron plan. From the prelim- 
inary sketches, the climax of the scheme— 
the tall government buildings set against 
the background of the distant Himalayas 
and bounded by a splendid sweep of the 
river—this promises an essay in contem- 
porary civic design of great distinction. 
Now here, perhaps, is the golden oppor- 
tunity to reconcile the practice of East and 
West, to unite the demands of climate 
which do not change to those of family 
life which do. The town’s highways 
flow in the free spaces between the housing 
groups—these groups facing inwards away 
from the hot main thoroughfares and 
towards small squares or narrow greens 
under the shade of trees where people 
can sit. 

One hesitates to criticise the courageous 
adventures in building that are manifest 
everywhere in these two countries because 
one was all the time impressed with the 
enthusiasm and the vitality of the pioneering 
spirit behind it all; at the great burdens 
of responsibility placed upon young 
shoulders ; at the technical resourcefulness 
and careful eye to costs. They labour 
under really grievous handicaps, for there 
is hardly more than one qualified town 
planner for every ten million of the popu- 
lation, whereas we in England have 
possibly one for every twenty or thirty thou- 
sand. There are no schools giving a com- 
prehensive training in the subject. Up to 
date town ordnance maps—the essential 
basis of any work in this field—hardly 
exist. To-day the enlightened teaching 
of Geddes is only a dim memory, and many 
of his reports lie unread among the muni- 
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WILLIAM 
MOSS 


& SONS LT2 





Contractors for 
THE NEW BUILDINGS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LEICESTER 


ARCHITECTS: THOMAS WORTHINGTON & SONS in association 
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LLIED IRONFOUNDERS LTD. is the largest group of companies manufacturing, low to 
. , ; : a | 
cost space-heating, water-heating and cooking appliances, low cost baths and low cost a 
rainwater and soil goods. And those products are designed not only to help you keep the “Si 
capital cost of each house down to the minimum, but also, in the case of the heating appliances, des 
to help your tenants to keep their fuel bills, and thus their cost of living, down to the minimum. 4 
Ab 
= Act 
< reir 
e e e e es : 
Quality of invention : Quality of production: ne 
Progressive engineering, laboratory and field trial and By high quality of materials and by proven efficiency fiel 
insistence upon functionally good design combine to of design we protect you and your contractors against 
produce by any contemporary standard many of the complaints during the maintenance period, and by LO 
most labour saving, the most efficient, and, in terms of elegance of styling and consistency of efficiency we Y 
fuel consumption, the most economical appliances on ensure a ready acceptance by the householder, trouble- whi 
the market. free usage and long life. Lor 
« e F.R 
* e hd mn 79. 
5 Variety of production Paes Decentralisation : sd 
ur range of products to heat water, to heat space an , , ; 
to cook food is wide enough to meet the different needs Penenyene manufacturing companies—grouped “a a. 
‘ : : London and the Home Counties, Manchester and the 
of the different types of housing for different sorts of Seuntelel Nibtlandn. Gcotinndant ty hofE d tion 
people in different parts of the country. ndustrial Midlands, Scotland and the north of England. Hot 
4 . ; : , @ Re 
Quantity of production : Distribution : - 
By rationalisation and mechanisation of manufacture, Our products are widely distributed and stocks are held CB 
we hold prices down to the minimum and ensure from by all the leading and many of the smaller builders’ whe 
large stocks immediate availability of the products you merchants throughout the country. Inspection is easy. to 1 
order, in the numbers, in the places, and precisely at Delivery is immediate. There are a hundred technical Eng 
the times you will need them. representatives to help you if you are in any difficulty. a? 
tect 
; - Gro 
Chu 
THREE NEW SERVICES ~ 
Mor 
Hist 
1 Important new work of ? Technical Information also 
reference entitled about appliances 
‘“‘ HEAT — Cooking, Water-Heatin Seldom can a collection have con- W 
S Heati non LOW oar tained so much. Baths, boilers, cookers, a no 
edna grates, fires—specifications, dimensions, re 
HOUSES.” performance, finish—all the information —_— Unit 
This new book*, published by kind is here, and astonishingly easy to get at. ° Brit; 
consent of the Ministry of Housing and This new edition* of the Allied Iron- ALL FD ferer 
Local Government, is probably more | founders Information Sheets has been beca 
important than any other that Allied | extensively revised and is now issued 
Ironfounders have produced. with a simplified index system and in a IRONFOUNDERS Ww 
special binding, as a companion volume Ald 
For each of the twenty plans of to the housing book. ry ¢ 
‘HOUSES, 1952,’ it gives a wide choice ' 78 
of means and methods of space-heating, New enlar. 8 ed London L| Mi ITED Chai 
esd s —_. — HO and Showrooms buile 
jagrams show the eren ects— ‘i pepiiliiiiiacitii amet. presi 
and notes and illustrations explain in | , “+ Pérmanemt exibitto «i rook Str Asso 
detail how these effects may be achieved. | #8 Shortly of everything that Allied 28 Brook Street, was 
Ironfounders produce, with a staff London. W.1 ace 
There are separate chapters on the | ready and waiting to explain things to i pen rm 
selection of appliances, hot water- | you as one expert to another—either in Com 
systems and chimney construction. person or by telephone. the | 
* Date of publication of both books will be announced. ea 
Advance copies can be reserved on request. Ltd., 
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cipal archives. The quick solution, the 
short cut, the conventional, mechanical 
approach seems to be the rule that is 
usually followed. 

So India’s ancient tradition of the careful 
diagnostic study of town life has yet to 
be rediscovered in terms of to-day. 
For this to happen, the State capitals and 
universities of both countries would need 
to establish well run schools of planning. 
There should be centres of research both 
for the study of survey techniques in the 
replanning of the old neighbourhoods and 
for the discovery of right standards of 
design in new communities. The gigan- 
tic task of bringing town ordnance maps up 
to date requires to be taken in hand. 
Above all a comprehensive Town Planning 
Act is needed, accompanied by strong 
reinforcements of artists and technicians 
trained in all the civic arts and sciences to 
come to the aid of those already in the 


field. 
OBITUARY 
LORD MACMILLAN, Hon.F.R.I.B.A. 


WE REGRET to announce the death, 
which occurred on September 5, of 
Lord Macmillan, G.C.V.O., L1.D., Hon. 
F.R.I.B.A., the eminent jurist. He was 
79. Lord Macmillan was an original 
trustee of the Pilgrim Trust, a trustee of 
the Sir John Soane Museum, and was 
associated with numerous other institu- 
tions and bodies. He was elected an 
Honorary Fellow of the R.I.B.A. in 1948. 


PROF. A. HAMILTON THOMPSON 


PRoFEssoOR A. HAMILTON 'THOMPSON, 
C.B.E., F.B.A., F.S.A., Hon.A.R.LB.A., 
whose death at the age of 78 we regret 
to record, was an eminent authority on 
English medieval records. Editor for 
many years of the Archaeological Journal, 
he wrote a number of books on archi- 
tectural subjects, among them “ The 
Ground Plan of the English Parish 
Church,” “‘ Military Architecture in Eng- 
land in the Middle Ages ”’ and “ English 
Monasteries.” Formerly Professor of 
History in Leeds University, he was 
also a member of the R.C.H.M. 


LORD ROBINSON, O.B.E. 


WE REGRET to announce the death of 
Lord Robinson, chairman of the Forestry 
Commissioners, which occurred in Ottawa 
on September 5. He was leading the 
United Kingdom delegation to the Sixth 
British Commonwealth Forestry Con- 
ference now being held in Canada, and 
became suddenly ill. He was 69. 


G. E. MARLOW 


WE REGRET to announce the death of 
Ald. G. E. Marlow, a former Lord Mayor 
of Sheffield, which occurred at his home 
in Sheffield on Sept. 5. He was 66. 
Chairman of W. Marlow and Sons, Ltd., 
building contractors, Ald. Marlow was 
president of the Sheffield Master Builders’ 
Association in 1924, and for several years 
was chairman of the Builders’ Exchange 
Company. 

In his many years of service on the City 
Council, Mr. Marlow was prominent on 
the highway, civil defence, and watch 
committees. His directorships included 


those of the Ketton Portland Cement Co., 
Ltd., and Ribblesdale Cement, Ltd. 
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BOOKS 


DECORATION AND FURNITURE: 
ENGLISH TRADITION. By Bruce Allsopp, 
B.A., A.R.I.B.A. Pp. xvii, 235. Illus- 
trated. Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd. 
75s. net. 


1.—The 


Tus lavishly produced book deals with 


“English decoration and furniture from 
Saxon times until 1939,” and is to be 
followed by a second volume which will 
“give some guidance in the modern prac- 
tice” of those arts. It contains 136 large 
plates, of which ten are in colour. Although 
many of the subjects selected are familiar 
enough, among them a score from the 
V. and A. Museum, a few from the Wallace 
Collection, and several from  Nash’s 
Mansions, the author has shown great care 
and discrimination in his choice of illus- 
trations, many of which are drawn from 
unexpected sources. There is an incredibly 
hideous bookcase designed by Norman 
Shaw (1862), a shocking design for a study 
by B. J. Talbert (1867), and two remark- 
able designs for interiors by C. R. Mackin- 
tosh (1901). The catalogues of Messrs. Heal 
and Messrs. Waring and Gillow have been 
profitably ransacked for a century and more 
back. 

The author himself is responsible for a 
dozen excellent photographs, mainly of 
Strawberry Hill, which he describes as “a 
portent and, judging by what happened 
later, the most important building of its 
period.” The Royal Pavilion at Brighton 
is another of his favourites. Though the 
plates range from the Lindisfarne Gospels 
to the R.I.B.A. Building, the period most 
fully described and illustrated is intention- 
ally, as the author states, the Victorian and 
Edwardian epoch, so often ignored or 
glossed over in histories of architecture. 

His letterpress is slight in relation to the 
cost and bulk of the book, and perhaps 
it suffers because each of the 14 chapters 
is subdivided under three heads: an intro- 
ductory “essay,” a “summary” of dates 
and factors affecting each period, and 
“notes ” on the illustrations. Nevertheless, 
the various essays are most readable, fresh, 
suggestive and impartial. He makes par- 
ticularly effective comments on Wren’s 
attitude to Baroque, on the Anglo-Palladians, 
on Robert Adam’s “ dehumanised ” designs, 
on “the glamour of the antique ” contrasted 
with “the slightly ridiculous fustiness of 
the old-fashioned.” and on Soane’s un- 
Victorian austerity in design. Two of his 
judgments specially deserve quotation: 
“Popular books on a style of design have 
proved almost invariably to be its epitaph ”; 
and “The Einstein Tower took the shapes 
of the functionalists and twisted them into 
rough poetry.” M.S. B. 


A SHorRT DICTIONARY OF FURNITURE. By 
John Gloag. Pp. 565. Illustrated. Pub- 
lished by George Allen and Unwin, Ltd. 
Price 42s. 

THE AUTHOR of this comprehensive 
volume, having recently produced a manual 
entitled ““ How to Write Technical Books,” 
must have been fully aware of the magni- 
tude of the task involved in compiling a 
dictionary which, though modestly described 
as “ short,” contains no less than 1,764 terms. 
There are also introductory essays on the 
description of furniture and the design of 
furniture, biographical lists of furniture 
makers in Britain and America, and a 
bibliography. 

Of the 1,764 terms, a substantial number 
are the names of timbers, and it is typical 
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of Mr. Gloag’s thoroughness that these 
comply with the latest British Standard 
Specifications. There are also many semi- 
architectural terms, such as “ acanthus ” and 
“ fascia’; but the bulk of the words defined 
are the English names (often obsolete) of 
specific articles of furniture. Among these, 
as one would expect,.“‘ chair ” supplies the 
most varieties, with 100 entries, including 
such unusual terms as “love seat” and 
“courting chair.” “ Table ” comes next with 
82 variants, then “ chest ” with 30, “ stool ” 
and ‘“cup-board” (originally two words) 
with 22 each, and “clock ” with 20. 

Under the head “billiard table,” the 
period when slate-topped tables were intro- 
duced should have been stated. Among the 
curious names of items of furnfture, now 
discarded, which Mr. Gloag defines though 
often unable to explain their origin, are 
“canterbury,” ‘“‘ commode,” “ chesterfield,” 
“ buffet,” ‘* davenport,” ‘* duchesse,” “ otto- 
man,” “ roundabout” and “ toilet.’ Some 
have completely changed their meaning 
during the centuries. : 

In his choice of illustrations, which num- 
ber 630 and include no half-tone blocks, 
the author shows his versatility. A large 
number are reproduced from the engraved 
designs of Chippendale, Hepplewhite and 
Sheraton. Others, again; are from manufac- 
turers’ catalogues, from Loudon’s. Encyclo- 
paedia of Architecture and Furniture. (1833), 
from H. Shaw’s drawings (1836), and from 
the catalogues of the 1851 and 1862 Exhi- 
bitions. For utter hideousness, the palm 
goes to a revolving chair and a revolving 
bookcase of 1851, with Norman’ Shaw’s 
bookcase of 1862 as a runner-up; but 1851 
also produced an incredibly modern rocking- 
chair (page 396) which would not have 
looked old-fashioned on the South Bank in 
1951. Among the illustrations .are 144 
delicate line-drawings by Ronald Escott. 

Mr. Gloag has also made lavish use of 
George du Maurier’s drawings in Punch. Of 
the Victorian “hall stand,” he acidly 
observes that “ as a piece of furniture it was 
seldom designed: it merely occurred.” 

Apart from the dictionary proper, the long 
introductory essays or articles already 
mentioned form a valuable feature of the 
book, and tell the story of furniture design, 
right up to date, with the author’s usual 
happy combination of sound learning with 
humour. 

In the Bibliography, C. H. Hayward’s use- 
ful little book, English Period Furniture 
(1936), surely deserves a place. 

M. S. B. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


HousING AND FAMiLy Lire. By J. M. 
Mackintosh. (London: Cassell and Co., 
Ltd.) Price 16s. 

TIME ON THE THAMES. By Eric de Maré. 
(London: The Architectural Press.) Price 
21s. 

CONCRETE MATERIALS AND PRACTICE. By 
L. J. Murdock. (London: Edward Arnold 
and Co.) Price 2\s. 

Woops PRacTICAL GuUIDE TO FAN 
ENGINEERING. (Colchester: Woods ot Col- 
chester, Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF PRESTRESSED 
CONCRETE. By P. W. Abeles. (London: 
Crosby Lockwood and Son, Ltd.) Price 
21s. 


.*.. Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on apptication to the 
Book Centre, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 
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The Deterioration of Existing Houses 


“ THE DANGER OF CONCENTRATING ON NEW BUILDINGS 
WHILE OLD PROPERTY FALLS INTO DECAY” 


A WARNING of the danger of employ- 
ing too large a proportion of the 
available building resources on new 
preperty with a consequent neglect of older 
houses, and the need for a national 
housing survey, were two of the main 
points in a paper entitled, “The 
Deterioration of Existing Houses,” given 
by Mr. Eric R. R. MENGHAM, A.L.Hsg., 
M R.San.I., M.S.1.A., deputy secretary, 
National Housing and Town Planning 
Council, at the Council’s annual regional 
housing and planning conference at 
Whitby on July 3.. Mr. Mengham said : 
In 1928 a special committee of the 
National Housing and Town Planning 
Council prefaced their report on “A 
Policy for the Slums’’ with this state- 
ment: “ It is a cause of deep disappoint- 
ment to all concerned with the appalling 
slums which still exist that the remarkable 
national achievement of building 1,200,000 
houses since the war has done very little 
to alleviate the slum problem.” 


In the six years after World War II 
the total number of new houses, flats and 
other units of accommodation provided, is 
1,227,104.(‘) Whilst it is appreciated 
that this total includes 157,146 temporary 
houses it can still be seen that there has 
been a marked improvement in house 
building progress as against the immediate 
post-war period following World War I, 
when it took 10 years to achieve comparable 
figures. 

Can we say, however, that there has 
been any improvement at all in connection 
with slum clearance, relief of overcrowd- 
ing, demolition of unfit houses and im- 
provement of obsolescent dwellings ?— 
I think not. 


17,000. families were rehoused under 
slum clearance schemes between 1919- 
1930. From 1930-1939, 165,598 houses 
were demolished in clearance areas; 
1,202 houses were demolished in improve- 
ment areas; and 166,036 individual 
unfit houses were closed or demolished. 
Houses made fit were 751,000 as a result 
of formal and informal action by local 
authorities. 

The overcrowding standards laid down 
by the 1936 Housing Act were subject 
to criticism very soon after their intro- 
duction owing. to the fact that living-rooms 
were considered to be suitable for sleeping 
in for purposes of calculation and children 
under one year of age were not counted at 
afl. Even with this undoubtedly low 
legal standard the National Overcrowding 
Survey revealed that 3.8 per cent. or 
341,554(*) families out of the 8,924,523 
investigated were . overcrowded within 
the meaning of the Act. It was demon- 
strated that even a slight raising of the 
standard would have increased the figure 
to 853,119. The degree of overcrowding 
in different. districts varied from less than 
1 per cent. to 25 per cent. of the total 
families surveyed. The total number of 
houses buflt by local authorities in 1937, 
1938 and 1939 was 238,621, and pro- 


ceeding on the most unlikely assumption 
that every one of these houses went to 
overcrowded families, it can still be seen 
that 100,000 families were unsatisfactorily 
housed in 1939, although it does not 
follow that they were all occupying totally 
unfit houses. 


WAR DAMAGE 


During World War II, 208,000 houses 
were totally destroyed, and 500,000 houses 
were rendered uninhabitable or severely 
damaged. ‘The majority of these dwellings 
must have been the smaller working- 
class houses which this paper has in mind 
as there were 103m.(*) of them in 1939. 
The total number of war damage claims 
was 3,200,000.(*) Slum clearance, abate- 
ment of overcrowding, repair, recondition- 
ing and improvement of houses were vir- 
tually non-existent during these war years. 


How many houses to-day are in need 
of extensive repair, reconditioning, closure 
or demolition ? (a) 250,000 houses in- 
cluded in pre-war clearance areas had not 
been dealt with on September 1, 1939.(5) 
(b) ‘Even before the war we needed a 
replacement programme (for obsolete 
houses), of 200,000 houses a year.’’(®) 
(c) “ The prime basic fact which stares us 
in the face to-night is that building at the 
rate of 200,000 houses a year in no way 
solves the problem. We do not make any 
progress with rehousing people—we only 
keep level with houses that are already 
falling or have fallen into decay.’’(’) 
(d) “‘ Housing deficiencies—obsolescence, 
1945-1950: five years at 200,000 a year 
equals 1m.’’(°) 


It is difficult to find the figures to sup- 
port the three statements in (5), (c) and 
(d) above as there has been no compre- 
hensive survey to arrive at an authoritative 
calculation. If we make a cautious esti- 
mate on the assumption that 1 per cent. 
of the total number of rent restricted 
houses fall into decay every year—and 
this incidentally corresponds to an average 
life of 100 years for a dwelling of this type 
—we have an annual rate of obsolescence 
of 100,000 houses a year. There may be 
arguments against this estimate so we cut 
the figure by half and arrive at a total of at 
least 600,000 obsolete houses for the 
12 years since 1939. This calculation is 
supported by an examination of the post- 
war Rural Housing Survey which showed 
192,000 houses to be beyond repair and 
470,000 to require improvement or con- 
siderable structural repair. In Essex 
alone, 4,651. or 10 per cent. of all houses 
surveyed were found unfit and incapable 
of repair at reasonable expense. 


THE OVERALL PICTURE 


There can be no real argument there- 
fore against the assertion that there are at 
least 850,000 dwellings in scheduled and 
potential clearance areas and in individual 
locations which are unfit, incapable of 
being rendered fit at reasonable expense, 
or unsuitable for repair or reconditioning 
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owing to their location or defects in design 
and planning. The almost complete ces- 
sation of house repairs during the war years 
has left a tremendous problem which 
does not admit of any real solution as the 
position stands at present. It should also 
be remembered that disrepair is all the 
more difficult to remedy after lack of 
attention over a number of years and that 
the omission, for example, of periodical 
external painting of woodwork can involve 
complete replacement of window frames, 
etc., at far heavier cost. 


In 1939 one would hardly believe that 
there would be a time when property 
owners would offer their houses gratis to 
local authorities or urge demolition or 
closure proceedings. Houses are being 
abandoned and cases are heard of bene- 
ficiaries refraining from proving wills 
upon, the reglisation that the house pro- 
perty concerned was most likely to be 
nothing more than a continual financial 
liability. 

Rows of terraced houses are offered for 
investment but are sold for nominal sums 
to persons who are only interested in the 
rehousing of the tenants or closure of the 
houses so that the materials can be salvaged 
to realise far more in cash than if the 
houses were sold in occupation. 


Nowadays the best landlords only carry 
out the very minimum of repairs which are 
of an urgent character and it is the ten- 
dency to defer action completely until 
statutory action has been initiated by local 
authorities. 


House ownership has, in fact, ceased to 
be regarded as a worth-while investment, 
and the position particularly to be depre- 
cated is that arising from the gradual 
release of small house property by the 
good landlords who lose heart and sell 
out to the investor—so called—who is 
only concerned with quick returns and 
the chance of a vacant possession. 


Tenants naturally become disgruntled 
and health departments are inevitably 
drawn into the miserable wrangles which 
form such a large part of private rent- 
controlled property management to- day, 
and visit upon visit and notice after notice 
is necessary to effect the smallest of repairs. 
Landlords and agents resort to costly 
litigation over the provision of what were 
formerly minor items—such as dustbins 
—and not only do the properties decay 
for lack of attention, but their disrepair 
is accelerated by the refusal of a formerly 
reasonable tenant to lift one little finger to 
help keep the house in repair. 


Rent control and the ever-increasing 
costs of maintenance and repairs are the 
invariable reasons given for the_circum- 
stances outlined above: are these justified? 


RENT CONTROL 


First introduced in 1915 to prevent 
exploitation of tenants during the emer- 
gency, the Rent Restriction Acts are still 
with us, and although there has been an 
immense volume of amending and con- 
solidating legislation, the basic fact remains 
that “‘ old controlled” house rents have 
only been permitted to increase by 40 
per cent. since 1914 (25 per cent. for rise 
in the cost of repairs and 15 per cent. 
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increase for the return to be expected on 
investment). According to the Ridley 
Committee Report(®) there are 4m. of 
these houses at the present time. Subject 
to certain exceptions the Acts at present 
apply to all unfurnished dwellings (not 
local authority houses) the rateable value 
of which on the appointed day did not 
exceed £100 in London and £75 elsewhere 
in England and Wales. _ 

Rent as a percentage of gross income in 
1914 was approximately 14; nowadays, 
a general average for rent restricted houses 
would be 10, with old controlled rents in 
very many instances being far less than 
that. It can be stated with some authority 
that controlled rents before the war offered 
property owners a reasonable return, but 
what must be the position to-day when 
costs have increased to such a tremendous 
extent ? The retail price index has risen 
by over three-quarters and wholesale 
prices have more than doubled. In many 
industries to-day wages are tied to the 
Cost of Living Index, and all commodities 
are priced according to the market; rent 
alone in the 104m. controlled properties 
has remained static. That is not to say 
that an automatic proportional increase 
is advocated, but when it is shown that 
the average wage in 1939 was 62s. 6d., and 
in 1950, 112s., and that in 1947, national 
expenditure on alcohol, tobacco and 
entertainment was £602,000,000 against 
£408,000,000 in rent and rates, it is clear 
that the case for reform is a strong one. 


REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 


It is difficult to assess the rise in costs of 
repairs since 1939 as all work of this 
nature is at present of necessity strictly 
limited. The Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors(?*) give a maintenance 
cost index for 1951 of 275 as against a 
basic figure of 100 for 1939. The Asso- 
ciation of Municipal Corporations said(1*) 
“the cost of carrying out repairs has 
trebled at least.” The Sanitary Inspec- 
tors’ Association refers to the Girdwood 
Committee Report(??) wherein house 
building costs were shown to have in- 
creased in the last two years. 

The fact emerges that with a fixed rent 
yield an owner can only execute from 
33 per cent. to 40 per cent. of the repairs 
possible pre-war without drawing upon 
reserves. It is appropriate here to quote 
a remark by the then Minister of Health 
(Mr. A. Bevan, M.P.) in 1950: ‘‘(Owners) 
during and after the war were unable to 
do repairs and were therefore saved, 
albeit not of their own volition, expendi- 
ture which they would normally have 
expected to spend.”’ This may be true 
in some cases, but many houses during 
the war were let at sub-standard rents and 
voids were heavy. Increased and addi- 
tional costs caused by the cumulative 
effect of prolonged lack of attention have 
eaten all of the reserves by now, as many 
local authorities, let alone private owners, 
have found and are finding out daily. 
Council houses in the main are newer than 
small privately-owned houses, but L.C.C. 
estimates for 1950-51 showed provision 
for expenditure on repairs of £1,523,251 
as against a total net rent yield of 
£2,809,594. In Liverpool in 1948-49 
expenditure on repairs and maintenance 
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absorbed £582,240 out of the rent roll 
of £1,739,265. Local authorities can, of 
course, adjust their rents to meet deficien- 
cies, and the paradoxical fact arises that 
there are now thousands of council houses 
in England and Wales attracting more 
money per house for repairs alone than 
the total net rent yield for cottage property 
in the same areas ! 


WHAT IS A FIT HOUSE? 


It is often said with some justification 
that the housing waiting lists are unneces- 
sarily swollen by thousands of applicants 
who are separately housed but who occupy 
sub-standard houses or accommodation 
possibly sufficient in size but deficient in 
amenities. It is obvious that a consider- 
able proportion of the millions of persons 
living in poor rent-restricted houses who 
could afford to pay a higher rent, look 
with envious eyes upon the tenants of 
the new council houses. They cannot see 
why they should indefinitely accept hous- 
ing conditions far below those of their 
fortunate neighbours and they try to 
move. It is also true that very many 
young couples and others with small 
families who are at present on housing 
waiting lists would readily accept the 
tenancy of a small cottage—provided that 
it was in reasonable condition. What 
guidance is there for local authorities in 
assessing a standard of fitness ? 


The Mitchell Sub-Committee(!*) Re- 
port in 1946 explained that there was no 
legal standard of fitness but that in 1919 
the Ministry of Health Manual on Unfit 
Houses had issued a guiding standard stat- 
ing that a fit house should be: (a) Free 
from serious dampness ; (5) satisfactorily 
lighted and ventilated; (c) properly 
drained and provided with adequate 
sanitary conveniences and with a sink 
and suitable arrangements for the disposal 
of slop water ; (d) in good general repair 
and should have; (e) a satisfactory water 
supply ; (f) adequate washing accommoda- 
tion ; (g) adequate facilities for preparing 
and cooking food; and (hk) a well- 
ventilated food store. 

This standard, modest as it is by present 
standards, has not the force of law and in 
any cases of appeal as to the fitness or 
otherwise of a house the negative approach 
contained in Section 188 (4) of the 1936 
Housing Act is the only basis for a deci- 
sion: “In determining for the purposes 
of the Act whether a house is fit for human 
habitation, regard shall be had to the 
extent, if any, to which by reason of 
disrepair or sanitary defects the house 
falls short of the provisions of any bye- 
laws in operation in the district . . . or 
of the general standard of housing accom- 
modation for working classes in the district.” 


Therefore all attempts to raise the 
standard of houses in an area where im- 
provement is most needed is hindered by 
the general low level prevailing in the 
district. 

The Mitchell Sub-Committee recom- 
mended the repeal of Section 188 (4) of 
the Housing Act, 1936, and that the 1919 
recommendations should be made a 
minimum penal standard. 

The committee recommended also that 
a target standard for all houses should be 
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as follows, and that the dwelling should : 
(a) Be in all respects dry ; ().be in a good 
state of repair; (c) have each room pro- 
perly lighted and ventilated ; (d) have an 
adequate supply of wholesome water laid 
on for all purposes inside the dwelling ; 
(e) be provided with efficient and adequate 
means of supplying hot water for domestic 
purposes ; (f) have an internal or other- 
wise accessible water-closet; (g) have a 
fixed bath, preferably in a separate room ; 
(h) be provided with a sink or sinks and 
with suitable arrangements for the disposal 
of waste water; (i) be provided with 
facilities for domestic washing, including 
a copper, preferably in a separate room ; 
(j) have a proper drainage system ; (k) be 
provided with adequate points for artificial 
lighting in each room; (/) be provided 
with adequate facilities for heating tach 
habitable room; (m) have satisfactory 
facilities for preparing and cooking food ; 
(n) have a well-ventilated larder or food 
store; (0) have proper provision for the 
storage of fuel; and (p) have a satisfac- 
tory surfaced path to outbuildings and 
convenient access from a street to the 
back door. 


There has been no move to implement 
any of these recommendations by statute. 


LOCAL AUTHORITY ACTION 


Local authorities carry on as well as 
they are able in their efforts to ensure 
that houses in their districts are main- 
tained in a fit condition. Difficulties in 
the administration and enforcement of 
the 1936 Housing and Public Health Acts 
were apparent before 1939—they are 
almost insuperable now, and it is here that 
the expression, ‘“‘ reasonable expense ” 
comes into the picture. Briefly, Section 9 
of the Housing Act enables a_ local 
authority to secure the repair of a house 
which is in any respect unfit for human 
habitation, provided such repairs can be 
executed at reasonable cost; Section 15 
allows an appeal by an owner to the county 
court against any notice served under 
Section 9 and against a demand from a 
local authority for recovery of expenses 
incurred in executing work in default as 
provided by Section 10. Sections 92 to 
94 of the Public Health Act, 1936, refer 
to housing defects which can be classified 
as “‘ Statutory nuisances.” 


Notwithstanding the disproportionate 
attention necessitated by minor repair 
matters already referred to, and the 
genuine cases of hardship found amongst 
small property owners, many local authori- 
ties endeavour to carry out their statutory 
duties to secure inspection of the houses 
in their districts(+4) systematically, and 
call upon owners to execute repairs. The 
use of these powers is of benefit to 
both landlord and tenant and eventually 
will be most necessary to preserve the 
national stock of houses. ‘‘ Reasonable 
expense,” however, has killed most of 
the post-war efforts to see that property 
is properly maintained. Its interpreta- 
tion varies from a ratio of between 40 per 
cent. to 70 per cent., being cost of works 
against the value of the house upon com- 
pletion, to a figure obtained by calculating 
12 times the rateable value. 


The decision in the case Salisbury 
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Corporation v. Roles (King’s Bench Divi- 
sion Court, October 20, 1948) illustrates 
the difficulties with which local authorities 
are faced. An owner defaulted against 
a notice requiring abatement of a statutory 
nuisance in respect of housing defects 
and proceedings were instituted in the 
magistrates’ court. The owner argued 
that the houses could not be made fit at 
a reasonable expense having regard to 
the rent return, etc., and the case was dis- 
missed. On appeal it was stated that the 
court was impressed with the great 
hardship cast upon the owner of the 
premises and had decided to adjourn the 
case to enable the corporation to consider 
whether they should take action under the 
Housing Act, 1936, e.g., demolition order. 
The publicity following this case and the 
others that have occurred since cause a 
noticeable increase in lack of co-operation 
from landlords and agents and vigorous 
resistance to notices is shown. Who can 
blame them ? 


What then is the conscientious local 
authority todo? The provision of an ever- 
increasing supply of new houses is no 
answer and would in any case do little to 
alleviate conditions amongst many of the 
inhabitants who could not, and would not, 
leave their homes without a great deal of 
pressure. In my opinion any expense 
incurred in providing a fit house in all 
respects in a fit area is reasonable if the 
cost does not exceed that necessary for the 
provision of a new house. The position 
has not yet arrived when we can disregard 
any houses which are capable of providing 
a decent home for, say, 30 years. The 
Rural Workers Acts before 1939 gave 
effect to such provisions. 


We hear of an ever-increasing number 
of authorities who are going into the 
market when cottage property is offered 
for sale, their object being to try to 
arrest the progressive deterioration of such 
property which invariably follows when 
it continually changes hands. Aban- 
doned properties and houses given away 
are also coming under municipal owner- 
ship. It is then that the manifold diffi- 
culties of managing rent restricted property 
really become apparent ‘and one is con- 
strained to ask if it is not possible to 
bring these properties into the Housing 
Revenue Account, spend some money on 
improvements and recover the costs 
over a period by raising the rents. I 
feel sure that many councils would view 
the acquisition of these properties in a 
different light if this were possible, but 
any provision would, of course, be 
criticised upon the grounds that private 
enterprise would act similarly if given 
similar support—in fact, there is a con- 
tinual demand for action by the Govern- 
ment, as will be shown later. Section 
3 (2)(c) of the 1939 Rent Restrictions 
Act states that the Principal Acts shall 
not apply to houses in respect of which 
a local authority, for the purpose of 
Part V of the Housing Act, 1936, is 
required by Section 128 of that Act to 
keep a housing revenue account for houses 
acquired. The houses referred to here, 
however, are those subject to ‘‘ new 
control”? and it is the “old control ” 
cottages to which I refer. Since it is 
hardly likely that a local authority would 
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dispossess a tenant or act unreasonably 
in regard to rent increases it would seem 
reasonable to ask for the inclusion of “ old 
control” property in this provision and 
thus provide a means by which sub- 
standard properties could be given a new, 
if limited, length of life with consequent 
benefit to tenants and their families. 


I would emphasise that I do not under 
any circumstances advocate the prolonga- 
tion of the life of slum dwellings or those 
beyond repair. Birmingham Corporation, 
for example, have considered it justifiable 
to spend up to £300 on initial repairs for 
sub-standard dwellings in an endeavour 
to maintain a roof over the heads of the 
unfortunate tenants for a few more years 
and thus delay the immediate necessity of 
building new houses the total demand for 
which is in any case beyond all capabilities. 


GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE 


It has already been shown how (a) 
present rent control (6) lack of fitness 
standard (c) obstacles to acquisition and 
proper management of old houses by local 
authorities, and (d) difficulties in adminis- 
tering the relevant provisions of the 1936 
Housing and Public Health Acts, all con- 
tribute to the continuing deterioration 
of small house properties with the conse- 
quent inflation of housing waiting lists 
and the wretchedness and despair of the 
thousands of families immured in slumdom 
and near slumdom. But other difficulties 
are being experienced. 


The Housing Act, 1949, was welcomed 
with open arms—at last the artificial 
division between the rural and the urban 
cottage was removed so far as recondi- 
tioning was concerned. Financial incen- 
tives were offered to property owners by 
means of grants and rent increases to 
improve their houses to a definite standard 
of fitness, and a provision ‘for a further 
life of 30 years for improved property 
was introduced. Publicity was given 
to the provision of the Act and local 
authorities themselves considered the 
improvement of council houses that were 
without hot water and other amenities. 
The Act received Royal Assent on July 20, 
1949, and by March 31, 1952, 633 new 
dwellings had been created by conver- 
sions, and 1,546 dwellings had been 
improved ; a diffident response to seem- 
ingly generous financial assistance. What 
are the possible reasons for this failure ? 


Local authorities have not all given 
publicity to the provisions of the Act 
and the applications for assistance have 
consequently been few. The Govern- 
ment have naturally enough insisted that 
applications should be finally examined 
before a grant is issued—very many 
applications, however, have been refused, 
although they had passed the scrutiny 
of the appropriate local authority and had 
been recommended. To speak plainly, 
the 1949 Housing Act, so far as improve- 
ments are concerned, is a complete failure 
because of Regulation 56 Defence (Gen- 
eral) Regulations, 1939—and the obstacle 
provided by this Regulation is indeed 
formidable because it is also preventing 
urgent and necessary repair to all types of 
houses, especially in areas which have a 
predominance of houses which are deteri- 
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orating for lack of maintenance and repair. 
What is this regulation and how can its 
effect be so detrimental ? 


In 1945 local authorities were first 
made responsible for the issue of building 
licences for all works costing more than 
£10 (the then maximum figure for “‘ licence 
free”? work per _ six-monthly period). 
The supply of materials position and the 
lack of building labour had to be taken into 
careful consideration at that time and 
instructions were given that work required 
by statutory notices, urgent repairs, etc., 
were to be given priority, whilst less 
essential works such as the erectien of 
garages, inessential painting, etc., should 
be refused. Discretion was left to local 
authorities as to the interpretation of 
‘* essential work,” but where there was a 
little more than adequate local building 
labour force the work authorised was 
naturally allocated in sufficient quantity 
to keep it fully occupied. This factor 
was to have a profound effect at a later 
stage. 

Early in 1948 Zonal Conferences estab- 
lished monetary “licence ceilings” for 
local authorities during a six months’ 
period. These ceilings were reduced 
when the “free licence’ allowance was 
raised from £10 to £100 in July, 1948. 
In January, 1950, local authorities were 
asked to secure a reduction of 20 per cent. 
in the total value of all licences issued for 
maintenance and repair, reconditioning 
and improvements, etc., as from January 1, 
1950, and to ensure also that the total value 
of all licences for such work issued for 
each quarter of 1950 should not exceed 
one-fifth of the total value of all similar 
work licensed in 1949. Finally all works 
of conversion and adaptation of premises 
to provide additional units of housing 
accommodation were brought within this 
ceiling. 

This position obtains to-day* with 
unfortunate results in some areas. It has 
been shown that the lack of sufficient 
building labour in a district in 1949 would 
have reduced the figure for building work 
licensed during the year. This is still 
reflected although the labour force may 
now be much larger. Harder still to 
bear is the fact that the conscientious local 
authority in 1949 that perused every 
application and cut the number and extent 
of work to an essential minimum is now 
penalised. Ceilings now have no rela- 
tionship whatsoever to area, population, 
or number of properties in districts. 
Figures are quoted of £2,800 per quarter 
in a district of 8,000 population to £405 
per quarter in a district of 33,000 popula- 
tion. Apart from this rising costs have 
even further reduced the value of the 
ceiling. 

In very many districts any exercise of 
powers under the Housing Act, 1949, is 
quite out of the question, and the National 
Housing and Town Planning Council 
have made strong representations to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment without result. With low licensing 
ceilings it is possible to expend an alloca- 
tion in the first few weeks of the quarter 
on essential work, to find that work 





*This paper was written before the increase of the 
“free limit’ to £200 which took place at the beginning 
of July.—Ep. 
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equally important cannot be provided for 
at a later date during the quarter without 
special permission being sought. It is 
farcical to have to refuse an application 
from a willing owner to improve his 
property because the allocation has been 
issued for the period. Is the owner to 
be blamed if he does not re-apply in the 
next quarter or questions the fact that the 
Government really is concerned in main- 
taining the stock of houses in the country ? 


Finally, the question of the building 
abour force for repairs. In the present 
Government’s enthusiasm for more new 
houses the danger is evident of a detri- 
mental effect upon essential repairs. 
The Minister spoke of “‘ clawing back ” 
to new house construction those small 
builders engaged upon black market 
repairs, but there is no doubt that the 
small builder engaged on licensed repair 
work will be tempted with a few building 
licences and thus we shall lose valuable 
men and materials. It is no use what- 
soever building more new houses and as a 
consequence letting more old houses pass 
beyond the stage of capable repair. I do 
not think I am over-emphasising this 
point; the danger is a real one, and I 
am concerned in this paper with the 
preservation of old houses. 


SUGGESTED REMEDIES 


Space does not permit of a comprehen- 
sive analysis of all of the memoranda and 
statistics prepared and submitted to the 
Government in connection with this 
problem. The main recommendations 
are as follows : 


(a) That controlled rents be increased 
by an amount equal to such percentage of 
the statutable deductions as represents, 
at the time the necessary legislation is 
enacted, the increase in repair costs since 
1939 (N.B., 175 per cent. at March, 1951. 
A house of gross value of £15 would 
involve an increase of approximately 4s. 
per week).—Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors’ Memorandum, May 
1951. 


(b) Any rent increases allowed specific- 
ally for repairs should be subject to periodi- 
cal review and precautions would have to 
be taken to ensure performance by 
owners. This could be accomplished 
by the issue of a certificate by the sanitary 
inspector to the effect that repairs have 
been satisfactorily completed and that 
the house is in a reasonable state of repair. 
— Sanitary Inspector’s Association, 
Memorandum, November, 1951. 


(c) Controlled rents to be based upon 
the gross value for rating purposes. It is 
considered that the artificial provisions 
for determining gross value contained in 
the Local Government Act, 1948, are 
useless for this purpose and dwelling- 
houses should be assessed according to 
the definition of gross value in Section 68 
of the Rating and Valuation Act, 1952, 
and Section 4 of the Valuation (Metropolis) 
Act, 1869, subject to the substitution of 
1938 rental value for current rental 
value-—The Chartered Auctioneers’ and 
Estate Agents’ Institute, Memorandum, 
April, 1952. Other suggestions include : 


(d) Increased repairs allowances for 


THE BUILDER 


owners against taxation under Schedule 
ac A ” 


(e) Gradual rent increases over a period 
of three to five years. 


(f) Owners and tenants to agree a fair 
rent—cases of dispute to be referred to an 
appropriate tribunal. 


(g) Rents of “ old control’ houses to 
be raised to the level of ‘‘ new control ” 
houses and the uniform level then in- 
creased to cover increased costs of repairs, 


(hk) A subsidy for repairs on the lines of 
the Housing Act, 1949. 


(t) A rent increase calculated as a per- 
centage of the amount actually spent on 
repairs over a period. . 


(j) Acquisition of unfit houses by local 
authorities. 


(k) Suspension of part of the rent for 
failure by landlord to repair. 


NEED FOR NATIONAL SURVEY 


An endeavour has been made above to 
point out the position regarding the pro- 
gressive deterioration of the majority of 
the nation’s stock of houses; adoption 
of some of the suggested remedies already 
tabled would relieve the position in so far 
as positive action is concerned, but local 
authorities should look further than this. 

Waiting lists for houses undoubtedly 
contain applicants who have expressed a 
desire for rehousing but who have a 
doubtful need. It is difficult to assess 
circumstances and individual require- 
ments and guidance at a national level is 
required. In my opinion many councils 
have tended to err in recent years on the 
side of meanness and lack of imagination 
and even of understanding when con- 
sidering the deplorable conditions of many 
of the people living in their areas. It will 
be many years before comprehensive 
redevelopment and slum clearance can be 
finally completed; in the meantime it is 
not enough to assume that a few repairs and 
improvements will satisfy the tenants 
who are forced to live in cramped and 
uncongenial surroundings. 

A comprehensive national housing sur- 
vey is an urgent necessity. Its scope 
would probably have to be limited accord- 
ing to the number of officers available and 
the extent of the survey. Information on a 
national basis is urgently required in the 
following respects: 


(a) The general s‘andard of fitness of 
houses. ‘This survey could range from 
the minimum of essential information 
regarding fitness, e.g., houses satisfying 
a certain standard; houses capable of 
satisfying the standard; and houses not 
capable of satisfying the standard to the 
pattern set by the comprehensive Report 
of the Lancaster Housing Survey by Mr. 
Frederick Shaw, Senior Sanitary Inspec- 
tor, 1947-1948, wherein the following 
nine standards were included: Houses 
ripe for demolition; houses possibly 
ripe for demolition ; houses for closure ; 
houses for compulsory purchase ; houses 
in need of structural alteration ; houses 
in need of repair; houses in need of 
repair and alteration; houses fit or with 
minor defects; and houses suitable for 
conversion into flats. 
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(b) Number of families ; size and sex 
distribution of families ; families in rela- 
tion to structurally separate dwellings. 
This information will be revealed when 
the full 1951 census report is available, 
but what will be missing is the correlated 
infermation of type of family in type of 
house; this aspect is of tremendous 
importance as there is no doubt that very 
many families in sub-standard accommoda- 
tion would be very difficult to move owing 
to the general close proximity of such 
houses to work and town centres, and 
their low rentals, etc. 


(c) The tattcrn in county and county 
borough de:eopmext. Development 
plans, comprehensive as they are, would 
have benefited by the data from a com- 
prehensive housing survey carried out at 
the same time. The rural housing sur- 
veys following the Hobhouse Report(?5) 
have provided invaluable information— 
how much better it would have been if 
the survey had also included all urban 
areas as well! The joint county advisory 
committees made great progress when they 
applied standards and targets for their 
areas, and it is only upon this broad basis 
that information can be of the most value. 


The last national housing survey was 
that for overcrowding in 1935 and 1936 
when the Government prescribed the 
standards and records. The results were 
of immense benefit, and such a survey 
to-day coupled with the qualitative aspect 
of the condition of the houses occupied 
would reveal the true needs of the people 
and the houses—in short, to repair or 
renew. 


Can we afford not to have regard to the 
information that is accessible, albeit very 
difficult to obtain? Resources of local 
authority staffs would be severely strained 
and there would no doubt have to be staff 
increases in many districts. I suggest 
that such expenditure would be well 
worth while and enable a local authority 
to serve the needs of the often less vocifer- 
ous but by no means less deserving local 
inhabitants apart from enabling a complete 
stocktaking of the national stock of houses 
to be made. 


If the Government would provide the 
opportunity and the machinery for a 
national survey, the results would also be 
of great value in any deliberations upon 
future rent control policy. 
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EUROPEAN HOUSING 


“ Pace of Progress Can be 
Accelerated ” 


A' FOUR-DAY session of the housing 

sub-comm.ttee of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe began in 
Geneva on September 1. Experis from 12 
countries and many international organisa- 
tions were present. 


During the session delegates first discussed 
general developments in the field of housing 
dur.ng the past year. After this, they studied 
measures to reduce the cost of house build- 
ing, and considered arrangements proposed 
for international collaboration in bui:ding 
research, as well as possible ECE work in 
the field of town and country planning. The 
sub-committee also reviewed the work of its 
subsidiary organs and received a report on 
activities in its field being carried out under 
the United Nations Technical Assistance 
Programme. 

The sub-committee unanimously elected as 
its chatrman Mr. André E. P. Marini, direc- 
tor of the French Scientific and Technical 
Centre for Building, and unanimously elec- 
ted as its vice-chairman Mr. Alf Johansson, 
general director of the Swedish Housing 
Board. 

Mr. V. Bure, general director of town 
plann'ng in Belgium, the out-going chairman, 
in a br.ef address, stressed that much of the 
building in.Europe during the last century 
and a half had been unsatisfactory since it 
had too often ignored social rules and funda- 
mental principles of town and country plan- 
ning. He sa.d that consideration of the 
quantity and quality problems of building 
was not enough, and he therefore welcomed 
the fact that the ECE housing sub-committee 
proposed at its present session to turn its 
attention to the social as well as the 
economic and technical aspects of housing 
in Europe. 


Representatives of the following countries 
were present at the opening meeting: 
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France 
(also representing the Western Zones of 
Germany), Greece, Ireland, Italy, Nether- 
lands, Sweden, Switzerland and the United 
States. The following inter-governmental 
and non-governmental organisations were 
also. represented: International Labour 
Office, World Health Organisation, Inter- 
national Building Document Council, 
International Co-operative Alliance, 
International Union of Architects 
and International Congress of Modern 
Architecture. 


ECE Executive Secretary’s Statement 


Mr. GuNNAR MyRDAL, Executive Secretary 
of the Economic Commission for Europe, 
in an address at the opening of the session, 
said: 

I always look forward with great pleasure 
to welcoming delegates to the annual session 
of the housing sub-commi:tee. It differs 
from some of the other ECE committees in 
that it is there possible to discuss on a 
practical basis a problem which, while of 
great social and political importance, is not 
affected by differences of view between 
western and eastern Europe. I have 
frequently had occasion, at the Com- 
mission and its committees, to deplore 
the tendency of some of our organs to 
become “non-eastern” in character. It 
would be particularly unfortunate. even 
absurd, if the housing sub-committee were 
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to become subject to a similar tendency. I 
have been informed that a Polish delegation 
will attend. 1 hope we may be able to wel- 
come it later in the session and that we may 
now come to expect increased participation 
in the work of this all-European body from 
eastern European countries. 


I warmly welcome the representatives of 
the United Nations specialised agencies, 
international non-governmental! professional 
and technical organisations, and international 
trade union organisations, all of whom are 
taking an increasingly important part in the 
work of the housing sub-committee. 1 
should also like to express on your behalf 
our pleasure at seeing our old friend and 
colleague, Mr, Ernest Weissmann, the repre- 
sentative of the Department of Social Affairs. 
I hope he will tell us, in the course of the 
session, about the other work which forms 
part of the United Nations integrated pro- 
gramme on housing and town and country 
planning, and _ particularly about the 
decisions which have been taken this year 
on the subject of housing and building, and 
town and country planning, by the General 
Assembly and the Economic and Social 


Council. 1 would also like to take this 
opportunity of introducing to you Mr. 
H. W. A. Waring, the director of the 


Industry Divisions, of which the secretariat 
servicing the work on housing and building 
is a part. 


I have spoken to you on _ previous 
occasions about what the shortage of hous- 
ing and bad housing means in hampering 
economic development, as well as in social 
misery. I wish I could now assert that the 
rate of effort is such that we may soon look 
forward to bridging the gap between hous- 
ing needs and the supply of housing. This 
is not so and, indeed, I foresee no major 
change in the European housing policy to 
bring this about in the immediate future, 
especially in the light of international 
developments. Nevertheless, I pursue the 
hopeful approach that the pace of progress 
can be accelerated and am encouraged in this 
belief by the powerful efforts which are 
being made by the delegates here and on 
other fronts. 


Such efforts can be strengthened by the 
expert participation of all countries. We 
have seen how much can be learned from 
countries such as the United Kingdom and 
Sweden, which have so long led the way in 
Europe, particularly in public housing. We 
also know that countries such as the U.S.S.R. 
and Poland have much to contribute as well 
as to gain, from international collaboration 
in hotising and building, particularly through 
the applicat’on of new building methods and 
new ways of raising the traditionally low 
productivity of building labour. 


Perhaps the most important item on your 
agenda is the report of your building 
research organising committee, which is toe 
be congratulated on its work. ‘Here, again, 
however, the arrangements proposed for 
systematic collaboration in building research, 
documentation and technical studies can be 
fully effective only if the appropriate organ- 
isations in all European countries become 
members. 


The ECE hous‘ng sub-committee may be 
said to have reached a turning point. The 
bulk of its purely technical work appears 
to have been taken as far as possible and 
should now, I believe, be carried out on a 
non-governmental basis through the 
machinery which you are’ creating and 
through other non-governmental bodies. 
Prospects have now opened up of attacking 
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broader economic and social problems op 
which inter-governmental action is possible 
and you will be examining some of them this 
week. 


L.M.B.A. 
President: in Scotland 





"THE president of the L.M.B.A., Mr. D. E, 

Woodbine Parish, had a_ successfyl 
three-day visit to Scotland last week. Flying 
north on Monday night, he addressed the 
Rotary Club of Glasgow on Tuesday at a 
luncheon in his honour, inspected thé John 
Brown shipyards and had lunch with the 
directors of the company, was entertained to 
dinner by the Scottish Builders’ Federation, 
spoke at a lunch of the Rotary Club of Edin- 
burgh, found time to investigate technical 
education facilities in both Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, including a visit to the Heriot 
Watt College, and flew back on Thursday 
night. 

The last occasion on which an L.M.B.A, 
president visited Edinburgh and Glasgow 
Officially was in 1946, when Mn. E. W. 
Garrett addressed the Rotary Clubs of 
Scotland. 

A report of Mr. Woodbine Parish’s addre 
in Glasgow appears on page 377. 


Luncheon to Lord Mayor 


THE Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment, Mr. Harold Macmillan, and the 
Minister of Works, Mr. David Ecckes, are 
to be among the guests of the L.M.B.A. at 
the luncheon it is giving to the Lord Mayor 


of the Middlesex County Council, the Mayor 
of Westminster, the presidents of the 
R.IB.A., the R.IL.CS., the Architectural 
Association, the Institute of Builders, the 
National Federation, and the Masters of 
most of the City Companies connected with 
the building industry. 


Building Courses 

Tue L.M.B.A.’s annual handbook on build- 
ing courses at the technical colleges and 
schools throughout the London region has 
now been published. It contains details of 
all the building courses available in London 
for the session 1952-53 starting this month, 
together with the addresses of the county 
education officers and the various colleges 
and schools, with the names of the principals 
and the heads of the building departments. 
A map, showing the position of the schools, 
enables the reader to see exactly which is 
likely to be most suitable for his purpose. 

The L.M.B.A. state that their booklet is 
the only one published which gives a com- 
plete list of courses available to the student 
in building in the London region. The 
region extends from Watford and Enfield 
in the north to Kingston, Croydon, Bromley 
and Dartford in the south. 


Stone Mason Apprentices 


THe London Association of Master Stone 
Masons, which is affiliated to the L.M.B.A, 
is holding its annual prize-giving for appren- 
tices at the offices of the L.M.B.A., 47, 
Bedford-square, W.C.1, on September 16, at 
2.30 p.m. 

The apprentices’ practical examination was 
held this year at the Wandsworth Stone 
masonry Works, S.W.8, when some 80 boys 
took part. An outing for the boys was held 
to the quarries at Portland 
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EDUCATION AND 
PRODUCTIVITY 


By D. E, WOODBINE PARISH 


President, London Master Builders’ 
Association * 

THE indastrial revolution during the last 

150 years has now reached a further 
stage, and we are now embarking on a second 
revolution, this time a managerial revolution. 
It is something which started, I think, in 
the United States possibly 40 or 50 years 
ago, and it is now beginning to creep over 
the Continent of Europe. Here it is begin- 
ning to be realised that we have to address 
ourselves very much more to the problems of 
the managerial function than has ever been 
the case before. , 

During the first half of this century we 
have seen a very great development in the 
scope and the complexity of administration 
and management, and I suggest that we have 
so far addressed ourselves insufficiently to 
the problem of education in that field. 

The whole attitude and outlook of the 
people of this island, in fact, the people of 
the whole world, have been very greatly 
stimulated as a result of general education, 
the Press, radio, films, and, more recently, 
television. All those things have had an 
impact on the minds of the population of this 
country. Immense developments in two 
periods of war have brought us to a stage 
where we need to devote our attention to the 
humanities to match the technologies whish 
have been developed to a very high degree. 
We are still unfertunate:in having stoppages 
due to labour disputes. We have “ go slow,” 
“working to rule” and all those other fac- 
tors which are contrary to productivity— 
which are difficult to overcome quickly, 
largely because the managerial function is 
not clearly understood. And I believe that 
that is something that we have got first of all 
to analyse. We have to have managerial 
studies to find out what it is we are doing, to 
ask ourselves whether we are doing it as well 
as we can, and if not how we can improve 
it, adopt, in fact, the methods of the research 
laboratories and the development depart- 
ments of our great engineering firms, where 
these things are common practice. 


The Best and the Not So Good 


There are, of course, outstanding examples 
in this country of firms which are magnifi- 
cently organised and wonderfully run. But, 
again, there are those other firms which pro- 
vide the community with a great range of 
goods and services, but which are not as well 
run as they might be. I think that all of 
us who have seen the result of nationalisation 
during the past four or five years, irrespective 
of our political beliefs, may begin to wonder 
whether or not it is a cure-ail for all ills. 
It still depends upon the ability of those 
people who are in the administrative, execu- 
tive and supervisory roles—on their ability 
to carry on their fundamental responsibility 
—whether a nationalised industry or private 
business or any other form of undertaking 
is successful. Management is an art and a 
science, and it is something which until quite 
recently has not been taught in the technical 
colleges, though it has been taught indirectly 
in the universities by the study of the liberal 
arts. 

We have two lines of thought—one in the 
university and one in technical colleges. We 
have to get the two together, and I believe 





* In an address to the Rotary Club of Glasgow 
last week. 
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that everyone engaged in industry and com- 
merce has got to play a very much greater 
part in the work of the technical and com- 
mercial colleges than is the case at present. 

In the past the technical institutes and 
commercial colleges have devoted practically 
all their energies to practice and theory. 
They have not devoted themselves to extend- 
ing in the minds of the students the liberal 
arts without which management must inevit- 
ably fail. There is a need, I think, for a 
rapid development in this, not only for new 
entrants into industry and commerce, but 
for those people who are already there. We 
are inclined, once we have reached a respon- 
sible position in life, to sit back and consider 
our education as finished. But education is 
a continuous process in all fields of life. 

There is also a feeling that citizenship is 
something which in the past was learned as a 
result of being apprenticed or articled to an 
individual master, when one learned a belief 
in hard work, in moral ethics and all those 
other things which go to make up a steady 
and robust citizen. Those things to a large 
extent have disappeared as a result of our 
new industrial and commercial set-up. 


I suggest that as representatives of top 
management in commerce or industry we 
have a very great part to play in seeing that 
the young entrants into industry and com- 
merce are cared for in a way that perhaps 
they are not cared for at present, that they 
are given an opportunity of continuous study 
by encouragement from top management, that 
their education is planned for them, that they 
are given an opportunity of receiving some 
recognition for what they are doing. 

In London we have one or two firms in 
the building industry who are trying to re- 
create the belief of the old City Guilds and 
the old forms of apprenticeship by giving 
encouragement and bounties to their boys 
when they get intermediate and final certifi- 
cates in their craft or secure national or 
higher certificates. That is a movement 
which is beginning to grow apace. We are 
also beginning to see the need for a broaden- 
ing of the work of the technical colleges into 
the field of administration which it has not 
been providing in the past. It may well be 
that in Scotland there is already that particu- 
lar development. but reading the reports of 
fhe Anglo-American productivity teams who 
have been over to the States and have covered 
a wide range of industries and professions, 
it would appear that running right through 
these reports is the same theme. In the U.S.A. 
the atmosphere and the “ climate” in which 
the work is carried out is different from that 
in this country. There is an incentive, a 
desire to get on which perhaps does not mani- 
fest itself in this country quite so much, and 
I think that largely, again reading between 
the lines of the reports, this comes back to 
the point that top management does not pro- 
vide all the opportunities, does not take the 
interest in or for that matter set such high 
store on training for the managerial role in 
industry and commerce. 

There are, as I have said, examples of 
firms who have developed this managerial 
technique, a belief in the development of the 
individual who is going to lead. It is indus- 
trial leadership of this kind which is perhaps 
most lacking at the moment. A large num- 
ber of people who occupy responsible posi- 
tions have got there the hard way, and they 
are quite content to see that those people 
who follow them also travel the hard way. 
But the accumulated knowledge and experi- 
ence which we in top management possess 
should be made available in the technical 
colleges for the young students and entrants. 


377 


We have to see that these techniques are 
taught not necessarily by whole-time teachers 
of the universities and colleges but by our- 
selves, by going into the colleges as part-time 
lecturers and giving the best of our experi- 
ence and advice to the students. We want to 
welcome those men and women who are 
engaged in whole-time teaching in industry 
and commerce so that they can have the 
opportunity of a refresher in industry and 
commerce and see current practices. Things 
move so very fast; developments are so very 
quick. As a result of the five years of war 
it might well be that development covered 
a period of 25 to 30 years. Techniques 
were evolved through sheer necessity, 
and these are the matters which to a very 
large extent may have escaped those people 
who have been concerned with whole-time 
education for a long time. There is a need 
for this interchange between those people 
engaged in education and those engaged in 
industry and commerce, for a far greater 
liaison between the two, and for an accept- 
ance of joint responsibility and co-operation. 
For during the next 50 years there is no 
doubt at all that the techniques of manage- 
ment are going to be even more compkex than 
they are to-day. 

Raising Administrative Standards 

_ In the building industry with its long tradi- 
tions we have seen during the last 50 years 
a complete revolution in forms of construc 
tion and, while the technical standards have 
been raised, the administrative standards have 
not perhaps reached the pitch they should 
have reached. I believe that is true in a great 
number of other cases, not only in industry 
but in commerce as well. This is perhaps 
something the Rotary Clubs as a cross-section 
of industry, commerce and the professions 
can do, as no other organisation can do. 
They have an opportunity to foster a belief 
in the development of the liberal arts and 
liberal thoughts which go, and must go, into 
the everyday well-being of industry and com- 
merce. The humanities and the technologies 
are of equal importance, and they are indi- 
visible. There is the need for communication 
between management and operatives whereby 
those working understand why they are doing 
certain things. So much of the chaos in in- 
dustry comes from lack of clear thinking and 
clear understanding, and there again top 
management is responsible for seeing that all 
involved—junior executive, supervisory and 
the administrative grades—are clear what 
their responsibilities are, and are able to 
assist those whom they administer, direct and 
supervise. 

_ I do not know whether the practice here 
is the same as that we are trying to develop 
in the South of England—that each firm 
should have a top executive for dealing with 
the education of all its personnel. I believe 
that is a very useful and fundamental thing 
which we should encourage, namely, that one 
senior individual in every firm should have 
a real knowledge of what goes on in the 
technical colleges, so as to guide and advise 
the youngsters coming in to his firm and assist 
those who are already in it to attend post- 
advanced courses to raise their standard of 
knowledge, and also to keep in touch with 
the colleges so as to get information and 
training in current practices. Such indi- 
viduals could also attend week-end educa- 
tional conferences so that they could at their 
own level exchange their own points of view 
and so get a quickening of this administra- 
tive training which is perhaps the quickest 
answer to the raising of productivity in this 
country, far greater than the introduction 
of more mechanical aids. 
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Building Apprenticeship and National Service 
SOME DISTURBING ANOMALIES 
By ROBERT W. PORTER, FCIS, ASAA, AIMTA 


Director, Eastern Federation 


[YATIONAL SERVICE has a very import- 

ant bearing on the training of our 
future craftsmen, and although the official 
arrangements for deferment and training 
look satisfactory, the position in practice 
calls for an early and detailed examination. 
Although the views expressed in this article 
are personal, the recent appeal to the Umpire 
which is referred to later is one in which I 
was concerned in an official capacity. 


CONTINUOUS TRAINING THE 
KEYNOTE 


The industry’s official apprenticeship 
scheme emphasises the importance of con- 
tinuous training, and the opporiunity given 
by the Government for securing deferment 
of National Service until the completion of 
apprenticeship gives this due recognition. 
What is the situation, however, when an 
apprentice leaves for military training in the 
middle of his apprenticeshp? Advice on 
the legal position was sought by the National 
Joint Apprenticeship Board in 1949, when 
Counsel advised that deeds entered into be- 
fore the National Service Act, 1947, came 
into force (July 18, 1947) would be frustrated 
where an apprentice was called up for 
military service, neither master nor appren- 
tice having any rights under the deed after 
the period of service was finished. The 
position was apparently less certain in 
agreements entered into after that date, but 
the presumption was strongly in favour of 
frustration. The Board were advised to 
assume that all agreements came to an end 
when an apprentice was called up. 


This opinion was followed by a National 
Joint Council decision on January 18, 1950, 
to add to the Official Scheme the following 
clause :— 

“ Apprenticeship training shall be a con- 
tinuous process and wherever possible 
under the requirements of the National 
Service Acts, shall be completed before the 
Apprentice undertakes his period of 
National Service.” 

‘October, 1950, saw a clause added to the 
deed in which the apprentice and guardian 
covenant that the apprentice will apply for 
deferment and will do nothing to cause an 
interruption of training. 

On paper, at least, the scheme looks neat 
and tidy with no possible chance of a * leak- 
age.” In passing one would mention that 
deferment, even until the end of the appren- 
ficeship period, does not satisfy some 
builders who complain that young men are 
faken just as they become useful. Other 
firms mourn the fact that, after being 
trained, apprentices go off elsewhere once 
they have completed their military service, 


THE APPRENTICE’S OPTION 


The carefully-laid plans for continuous 
training have, however, one serious weak- 
ness. They all depend on the apprentice 
exercising his right to apply for deferment. 
The covenant in the deed can be, and often 
is, broken with impunity, there being little 
a master can or will do if his apprentice 
says he would rather do his military service 
at 18 than wait to 21. There are several 
reasons why some young men prefer this 
course, not least being the financial con- 
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sideration. The unsettling effect of impend- 
ing training may sometimes cause an appren- 
tice to decide to get it over and done with 
as soon as possibile. There are also those 
who plead ignorance of the deferment pro- 
visions open to them, despite the issue of 
the Ministry of Labour’s N.L.11 Form to 
all young men who register. It is surprising 
how little apprentices and their parents know 
of the contract to which they are parties, 
and how lightly they regard its provisions. 
To combat this and to emphasise the import- 
ance of the contract, the Eastern Federation 
of Building Trades Employers have issued 
since November, 1950, to every lad inden- 
tured in the Eastern Counties, a booklet 
ent.tled “60 Questions and Answers on 
Building Trade Apprenticeships,” explaining 
fully and in simple language the provisions 
of the apprenticeship scheme. In addition, 
any apprentice known to be contemplating 
breaking his contract receives a special let- 
ter from the Regional Employers’ Secretary 
explaining the position in full and advising 
against this course. This has done much to 
reduce the plea of ignorance about defer- 
ment and the other features of apprentice- 
ship but the basic problem remains. 


THE RETURN FROM NATIONAL 
SERVICE 


What happens where apprentices break 
their indentures by undergoing military 
training at 18? Reliable figures are not 
available to show how many return to the 
trade but general inquiries indicate that in 
the Eastern Counties, at least, most young 
men come back under reinstatement pro- 
visions. Considering the question of wages 
and status, the National Joint Apprentice- 
ship Board in its report covering the period 
October 20, 1949, to October 31, 1950, 
advised that a returning apprentice does so 
at the wage rate he would have been paid 
had he not left the employer’s employment. 
The Board goes on to observe that “no 
operative can be deemed to be a fully trained 
craftsman unless and until he has completed 
the period of apprenticeship training required 
and laid down under the National Appren- 
ticeship Scheme.” 

Reinstatement Committees. under the 
National Service Act, 1948, have not shown 
any marked uniformity in their findings. but 
a recent decis‘on that a young man aged 20 
be reinstated in the occupation of apprentice 
carpenter at seven-eighths of the craft rate 
was the subject of an appeal to the Umpire 
on the grounds that it implied subsequent 
recognition as a craftsman for which the 
Industrial Agreement did not provide. The 
views of the Umpire gleaned from past 
decisions and a very enlightening discussion 
at the hearing of this recent appeal (Case 
No. 1471: August 22, 1952) could briefly, 
and one trusts fairly, be put as follows: — 

(a) The Act, although not dealing 
specifically with apprentices, does not 
exclude them from its provisions. 

(b) An applicant’s position under the 
Act would not be affected by failure to 
apply for deferment even if expressly 
requested by his employer. 


(c) Provided it is reasonable and practic- 
able, an apprentice applying for reinstate- 


September 12 1952 


ment is entitled to terms and conditions 

“not less favourable than those which 

would have been applicable to him in that 

occupation had he not become a person 
to whom this Act applies.” 

(d) The onus is on the employer to 
show that this reinstatement is not reason- 
able and practicable. 

(e) The contractual position does not 
affect the applicant’s rights and the 
employer’s obligations under this Act. 

(f) Other major industries in which con- 
tinuity of training is no less important have 
found it reasonable and practicable to re- 
instate under a jointly-agreed scheme 
where deferment was not sought. 

The Umpire’s views on the present posi- 
tion in the building industry can easily be 
deduced from the foregoing. 

In this particular case (No. 1471), the 
Umpire referred to the decision in Boyd y. 
B. French, Ltd., in which it was held that the 
employer “is not required to employ the 
applicant on work other than for which he 
is capable; and the Act does not require that 
the applicant be treated as a journeyman 
until, by the standards fixed by agreement 
or custom in the industry, he is qualified as 
such,” 

The young man in Case No. 1471 (who 
prior to military service had just under three 
years as an apprentice) is now continuing his 
craft training. As things stand in our 
industry at the moment he would, despite 
this, never qualify officially to be treated as a 
journeyman. This, surely, is a most unsatis- 
factory position both for the young man and 
the industry itself. 

In the recent appeal the returned appren- 
tice receives reinstatement at 20 with the 
appropriate rate for an apprentice of that 
age. What do the Board advise should be 
his rate at 21 after six months of his year’s 
reinstatement? Will the young man receive 
a craft job although he has no apprenticeship 
certificate? With the demand for labour as 
it is at the moment the answer is likely to 
be in the affirmative, although in five or ten 
years’ time an apprenticeship certificate may 
be a young man’s passport to a job. The 
individual hardship and disappointment 
which may result from the present confused 
position are in themselves justification for 
an urgent review of the whole subject. 


THE NEED FOR A NEW APPROACH 

Dealing with a request for guidance in 
the case of an apprentice returning after 
National Service prior to his 21st birthday, 
the National Joint Apprenticeship Board 
said in 1950 that “ there were actually very 
few cases of this type.” If this were so the 
issue would not be sufficiently important to 
necessitate a new approach to the whole 
question. No national] figures are available 
but in the Eastern Counties the apprentice- 
ship statistics show that one apprentice in 
ten does not go through with his continuous 
training. 

It is unlikely that the majority of these 
young men going into the Services at 18 
are lost to the industry, but their return to 
a short and unregulated period of training 
calls for joint action to ensure that post- 
service training is recognised and controlled 
by the body responsible for craft training. 
It would be interesting to know how many 
returning apprentices are given jobs only as 
labourers. Whatever the proportion may 
be the waste of earlier training must be a 
tremendous loss to the industry. 

The view has been advanced by some that 
an opportunity to train after military service 
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will encourage breaches of the apprentice- 
ship agreement, but this is already taking 
place on a large scale, and we must face 
up to the position. It is surely better to 
regulate training for say 1,000 ex-appren- 
tices a year, with the possibility of adding 
a little to their number, than fail to provide 
for them in any way. The general craft 
standards which our apprenticeship scheme 
is designed to maintain and improve must 
surely be suffering from the lack of super- 
vision in the post-service training of these 
young men. To an onlooker it must seem to 
be a peculiar industry which says that if a 
young man undertakes his military service 
at 18, he’ can no longer be trained for a 
building craft. 

The short-lived Ministry of Labour Inter- 
rupted Apprenticeship Scheme provided 
some useful experience in this type of train- 
ing on which the industry should be able 
to draw for arrangements to meet the 
present unsatisfactory position. Any new 
scheme could not count on the financial aid 
earlier available, but if present experience is 
any guide, employers of young men in this 
category would not object to paying them 
a rate during deferred training which was a 
little below craft rate, yet sufficiently attrac- 
tive to make this training worth while. 
Other industries’ have been able to make 
satisfactory arrangements on these lines and 
it is difficult to see why the building industry 
should not follow suit. An examination of 
the provisions and practical operation of the 
present scheme for engineering apprentices 
would be well worth while. 

If the experience in the Eastern Counties 
is borne out in other parts of the country, 
and there seems to be no reason why it 
should not be, our National Joint Appren- 
ticeship Board have a problem on their 
hands which needs to be tackled with speed 
and vigour. 


BUILDING MORE CHEAPLY 


Minister Speaks of World’s 
Construction Programmes 


THE need to develop new techniques in 
concrete construction because of the 
shortage of steel was emphasised by Mr. 
Davip Eccles, Minister of Works, in a 
speech at the banquet of the International 
Association for Bridge and Structural Engin- 
eering held at the Guildhall, London, on 
September 1. Mr. Eccles said:— 

We find ourselves today in the novel 
position of having to be ruthlessly economi- 
cal in. the use of steel. This is something 
strange and new to us. We were accustomed 
to having plenty of coal and steel for both 
the home and export demand. And J do 
not doubt that we used more steel than was 
necessary. Here, I think, the place that 
shipbuilding plays in our national life had 
its effect. The British, as you know, are 
very fond of ships, and when we discovered 
that we could build bigger and stronger 
ships of steel we naturally thought we should 
build everything of steel. 

However, the demand has now outrun 
the supply and we must give more emphasis 
to construction in concrete and so make a 
given quantity of metal go further. 

I am well aware that these new techniques 
in construction have an importance which 
goes far beyond Great Britain. The whole 
world is crying out for capital works, and 
those of us who believe that Communism 
is a false doctrine—and 999 out of 1,000 
of my fellow-countrymen share this view— 
know full well that we must prove to the 
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populations with a low standard of life that 
we can help them to create the basic services 
of transport, power and irrigation; and help 
them more efficiently and quickly than the 
Communist-controlled economies. . . . 

In this historic struggle we cannot over- 
estimate the importance of capital works. 
It takes one’s breath away to think of the 
benefits that will follow when the physical 
and financial resources are available to carry 
out the great programmes of construction 
which have been prepared in all our 
countries. 

Here I must say a word about the money- 
cost of capital works. The political wind 
that is blowing round the world brings 
immediate advantages to the consumer—in 
social services, the welfare state and so on. 
We welcome these increases in the standard 
of life, but we must also realise that these 
policies can seriously reduce the volume of 
money savings. The more you consume 
today the less you can increase your con- 
sumption tomorrow. And on the volume of 
genuine savings depends the pace at which 
we can make bridges and carry out our 
programmes of capital development. 

I hope, therefore, that we shall steadily 
keep before us the need to attract new 
capital and to make the very best use of 
the capital that is available. You will 
render a great service to your fellow-men if 
by your skill and knowledge you show them 
how to build more cheaply. 


DIRECT LABOUR AT 
WALTHAMSTOW 


Council Faces Deficit 


“THIS does not make very nice reading,” 
was how ALDERMAN G. S. MAceE described 
a report on the Walthamstow Council’s 
Building Works Department, at the monthly 
meeting of the local authority, according to 
a report in the Wanstead Express and 
Independent. 

Alderman Mace told members that the 
department faced a deficit and asked Alder- 
man Ross Wyld, chairman of the finance 
committee, @vhen the committee would deal 
with the report. 

ALDERMAN Ross WYLD said that although 
the Council wanted to form a sub-committee 
to investigate the report in June, there had 
not been sufficient time. 
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DEVELOPMENTS AT 
CORYTON 
Oil Project Nears Completion 


(THE final outline of the Coryton (Essex) 
refinery of the Vacuum Oil Co., Ltd., 


‘is now taking shape, and the first large 


delivery of crude oil has been made at the 
enlarged deep water jetty. 

The first major unit to come into action 
will be the power plant. This will consist 
of three boilers, which will be linked up with 
three 5,000-kw. turbo-generators. The 
first turbo-generator is expected to be in 
operation within a few weeks. 

Enormous quantities of water are needed 
in a refinery which will be processing some 
900,000 tons of oil annually, and apart from 
about a million gallons daily of fresh water, 
mainly to be used in the boilers, a very large 
flow of cooling water will be needed in the 
power plant and process units. For this 
purpose, salt water drawn from the Thames 
will be used, which will be fed in by the’ 
water intake jetty built at Tilbury and 
Gravesend and floated down the river earlier 
this year. Work on the concrete bridge link- 
ing the jetty to the site is already well ad- 
vanced, and when the pumping equipment is 
in position this jetty will supply 45,000,000 
gallons ef water a day. 

The two-stage distillation unit, where the 
crude oil will undergo its first processing, has 
been rising rapidly over the last months. 
The shell of the atmospheric distillation 
tower was delivered to the site by road to- 
wards the end of July, and has already been 
erected. The other distillation tower is 
being built on site. 

The thermofor catalytic cracking plant, 
known as the T.C.C., which is to be erected, 
will be the first of its kind in the U.K. and 
the second in Europe. With its height oi 
272 ft., the foundations of the T.C.C. have 
called for the sinking of 380 steel-and-con- 
crete piles. 

The refinery, which will have a total cost 
of over £12,000,000, is the result of Anglo- 
American co-operation. Socony-Vacuum, 
of New York, provided the technicians to 
design and supervise the construction, but 
the labour force, and 95 per cent. of the 
equipment, are British. Capital has been 
provided in equal shares by Britain’s Powell 
Duffryn group and Socony-Vacuum.* 








The canteen building at Coryton, which is being designed to meet the needs of works entertainment 
and social functions, as well as for providing meals for the staff, which will number 700 when the 
refinery is on stream. Maurice H. }. Bebb, LRIBA, architect. (See above.) 

- 
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SCOTLAND’S NEW 
TOWNS 


Labour Shortage Affecting Building 
Programme 


ALTHOUGH satisfactory progress was 

made in last year’s building programme 
in both of Scotland’s New Towns, more 
could have been done if more labour had 
been available. 


This is stated in the reports of East 
Kilbride and Glenrothes Development Cor- 
porations, which were published together on 
August 29 (Stationery Office, price 2s. 6d.). 
They cover the year April 1, 1951, to 
March 31, 1952. 


In East Kilbride a higher rate of opening 
up new sites has been achieved, says the 
report, but restrictions and shortages have 
affected East Kilbride in common with the 
rest of the country., 


Of the 343 new houses completed at the 
end of March this year, roughly one-third 
have been let to local residents. Contracts 
have been placed, or tenders received, for 
a further 1,100 houses, and now that the 
site preparation has gone sufficiently far 
ahead, the Corporation hope to improve the 
completion rate substantially. Twenty-six 
miles of sewers have been laid, and the total 
value to date of drainage contracts placed 
is £403,600. 


During the year drainage and roads were 
put in hand for 1,531 houses and flats. 
Contracts for the building of 744 houses and 
flats were placed and tenders were received 
for a further 357. 


The report states that the construction of 
the Murray Primary School, the first new 
school in the town, is making good progress, 
and the planning of the school building pro- 
gramme continues, although there is likely 
to be some delay in its execution owing to 
material shortages, particularly steel. 


Plans in Preparation 

The first group of shops and the new 
savings bank are now occupied. There is 
also a restaurant, showroom and service 
centre from the Electricity Board. Designs 
for a community centre hall above a block 
of shops and for a church or church hall 
are being prepared. Construction on the 
first new church in the new town is expected 
to begin in 1953. 


The report states that part of one of 
the older properties in the village is being 
modernised and adapted as a surgery for 
one of the medical practices in the town 
and that a dental surgeon has recently pur- 
chased an existing house in East Kilbride 
and is prepared to cater for the growing 
needs of the new town. 


A group of tennis courts and a temporary 
new pavilion were opened for use during 
the summer at Whitemoss, and the first 
instalment of an area planned for playing- 
fields. Arrangements have also been made 
for a children’s play area. A public library 
was opened in its temporary premises last 
year and has proved an outstanding success. 
At the end of the year under review there 
were over 3,000 registered readers. 


The district heating scheme at Whitemoss 
is in full operation and serves 94 houses, 
six shops and the savings bank. 

Generally, the report comments that the 
inadequacy of the building labour force has 

affected the rate of building and that the 
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Corporation’s chief concern at this stage is 
to ensure a rapid rate of house building. 
“The Corporation would also like to see 
a better rate of progress on the construction 
of the main road system of the New Town,” 
says the report. Although adverse weather 
conditions have been responsible for part 
of the delay on road works, a greater effort 
by the contractors concerned would 
improve the position. 


The audited accounts included in the 
report show that the net capital expenditure 
for the year was £555,412. 


Gkenrothes Scheme 
The Glenrothes Development Corporation 


report says that the year under review has’ 


been one of steady if not rapid advancement, 
and the members of the Corporation have 
been greatly encouraged by the pronounce- 
ments made by the Government to the need 
of speeding up all New Town projects. 


“The Corporation has reason to feel 
satisfied,” the report states, “that the build- 
ing momentum will gradually increase until 
the output of completed houses reaches an 
adequate level.” It adds that this, however, 
can only be achieved by improving the 
supply of basic materials and tackling the 
problem of shortage of labour. 


Completed houses did not begin to be 
produced until the latter end ef the year 
under review, and at the end of March, 1952, 
66 houses had been completed. House con- 
struction has also started in two further 
contracts in Woodside precinct—the Fourth 
Development of 170 houses and flats and 
the small Fifth Development of 18 houses, 
which includes two blocks of six three-apart- 
ments low-cost houses of an experimental 
type. 

The first shopping centre at Woodside 
consists of seven shops, including a large 
self-service co-operative shop, two three- 
apartment and two four-apartment flats and 
three terrace houses at each end of the 
block. The second shopping centre, now out 
to tender, will provide a further 12 shops. 


The first new school building in the New 
Town has been completed, says the report, 
and is being used for primary school child- 
ren. In addition, Fife County Council, the 
Education authority, has begun building a 
full-size primary school so that the present 
new building: may in time be used as a 
nursery school. 


A church site in Woodside has been allo- 
cated to the Church of Scotland, and a hall 
or church building is now being designed. 


No difficulties have been experienced in 
supplying electricity to housing develop- 
ments, and sites for sub-stations in Wood- 
side and Auchmuty areas have been pro- 
visionally agreed. Progress on street lighting 
is being made, and tenders have been 
invited by the County Council for the con- 
struction of the first road. 


“While there has recently been an im- 
provement in the supply of labour,” the 
report states, “the present force still falls 
far short of actual needs. In consequence, 
the tempo of building in some contracts has 
been much slower than the Corporation 
desires.” 


The report adds that the Corporation 
strongly feels that for the future the encour- 
agement of large-scale contractors will help 
the labour position. The accounts show that 
the net capital expenditure for the year was 
£410,911. 
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CODE OF PRACTICE 


Code for Open Fires and Solid Fuel 
Cookers 


Tue Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
403, “Open Fires, Heating Stoves and 





Cookers Burning Solid Fuel” (price 7s.). It 
has been drawn by a committee convened by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects on 
behalf of the council, and is a revision, 
following comments received, af the draft 
code previously issued. 

This Code deals with the installation of 
the various types of domestic heating appli- 
ances burning solid fuel. The appliances 
dealt with are open fires (convector and non- 
convector fires with and without back 
boilers), heating stoves (openable and closed) 
and cookers (free-standing, and combination 
and back-to-back grates). 

General information is given on the fire 
precautions to be abserved when designing 
hearths and walls adjacent to appliances, 
Recommendations are also made on the 
design of the throat and fireback and the 
location of back boilers of non-convector 
open fires, on the flue adaptors and air inlets 
of convector open fires, and the distribution 
of warm air from these appliances. The 
sizes of the fireplace recesses for the various 
types of open fire are referred to. General 
advice is given on inspection, testing and 
maintenance, and on the precautions to be 
observed to ensure the satisfactory operation 
of the appliances. 

The Code concludes with an appendix 
dealing with the selection of solid fuel appli- 
ances. This gives guidance on the selection 
of the type and size of appliance best suited 
for a small single unit domestic heating 
system. 

Copies of the Code may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, 24-28, 
Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and npn Ltd., company registration agents. 

E. C. Wigmore, Ltd. (509902). Regd. July 19. 


Bidrs., bo Nom. cap.: £5,000 Dir.: R. G. Wig- 
more, Bromore, Wigmore-la., Theale, Berks. 

F. A. Bowles (Contractor), Ltd. (509903). Regd. 
July 19. 4, Horsefair-st., a gm bidrs., ete. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir. : A. Bowles, 73, West- 
cotes-dr., Leices 

G. Hewlett (Mathon), Ltd. (509905). Regd. July 


Malvern. Worcs., bidrs. Nom. 


19. Mathon, nr. 
i Hewlett, 53, Tomkin- 


cap.: £3,000. Dir.: 


son-dr.. a seroinates: 

W. H. James (Bldrs.). Ltd. (509920). Regd. July 
19. 10, High-st., Acton, W.3. Nom. cap.: £500. 
Dirs.: James and Mrs, P. O. James, 24, 
Third- av., W.3. 

ge Keilty and Co., Ltd. (509959). Regd. 
July 22. 18, Elthorne- rd., Highgate, N.19, bldrs., 
etc. Nom, cap. 500. Dir.: R. J. Miller, 3a, 
Latchmere-st W.11. 


. J. Roads and Co., Ltd. (509961). Regd. July 
22. 31, Grosvenor-rd., ‘West Wickham, Kent, bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap. : £1,000. Dir.: S. J. Roads, 31, 
Grosvenor-rd., West Wickham. Kent. 

E. Corker and Co., Ltd. (510042). Regd. July 
122, Chippinghouse- rd., og —— and bide 
contractors. Nom. cap : £500. _ Dir E. Corke 
yl Winifred Corker, 122, Ciidebiahoare: rd., Shef- 


Tuohey Brothers, Ltd. (510058). Regd. July 2. 
- , Cae ae plasterers, decorators, etc. Nom. 
Sub.: Harmore Corpn., Ltd., 3, 

Coon eS. 


Housing Scheme Inquiry 

The inquiry promised by the L.C.C. into 
conditions at the £7 million/housing scheme 
at Boreham Wood, near Elstree, Herts, 
opened at the County Hall, on Monday. 
Proceedings were in private. 





SB a5 cme se Omen ots 


_ 


a st# He HH tH 


Pe ee 


me Pe a 


12 1952 


SE 
d Fuel 


Ctice for 
rm Code 


vened by 
itects on 
revision, 
he draft 


ation of 
ig appli- 
ypliances 
ind non- 
It back 
1 closed) 
bination 


the fire 
esigning 
Dliances, 
on the 
and the 
nvector 
ir inlets 
ribution 

The 
various 
General 
ng and 
S to be 
eration 


ppendix 
1 appli- 
election 
t suited 
heating 


d from 
24-28, 


vistered 
Jordan 
agents. 
July 19. 


ig- 


rd. July 
N 
Tomkin- 
rd. July 
: £500. 
nes, 24, 
Regd. 


_ bidrs., 
ler, 3a, 


d. July 
, bidrs., 
ads, 3l, 
July 2. 
id bldg. 
Corker 
.» Shef- 
Fuly 25. 
. Nom. 
td., 30, 


. 


. into 
cheme 
Herts, 
ynday. 








September 12 1952 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


L.C.C. Flats Scheme 


(HE London County Council’s proposal 

to erect a number of nine-storey flats 
on the Eyre estate, Swiss Cottage, N.W., has 
now received the approval of the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government. 

When the plans relating to the scheme 
were put forward for consideration at the 
beginning of the year, Hampstead Borough 
Council objected to the construction of any 
flats which would be of a greater height than 
the existing buildings in Finchley-road and 
Wellington-road, and meetings were subse- 
quently held between representatives of the 
council, the L.C.C., and the Ministry. 


Hotel Conversion Rejected 


THE MINISTER has refused to grant plan- 
ning consent for the conversion of the May 
Fair Hotel, Berkeley-street, London, W.1, 
into shops and offices. He states that he is 
advised that there is a serious shortage of 
first-class hotel accommodation in this part 
of London and that the loss of the May Fair 
would inevitably make this shortage worse. 
He agrees that the office user is appropriate 
in this area and that to allow the May Fair 
to be used as offices would not be detri- 
mental to the amenities of the area, but he 
points out that hotel use is equally appro- 
priate. 

It is the main object of planning, continues 
the Minister, to prevent the waste or misuse 
of land, including buildings, and it seems 
to him that to allow the May Fair to be 
converted to any other use while it continues 
to give good service as a hotel would be a 
serious waste or misuse of this building, for 
which, in present circumstances, there 
appears to be no sufficient justification. 


Site User Wins Appeal 


A TOWN PLANNING inquiry was recently 
held into the proposed use of a site at 
Westdene, Five Oak Green, near Tonbridge, 
Kent, for the manufacture, and repair, of 
agricultural machinery, and car breaking. 

The Minister has now informed Tonbridge 
R.D.C. that it appears to him the use 
of the premises for the manufacture and 
repair, of agricultural machinery is a use 
falling within Class 4 of the Use Classes 
Order and is covered by planning permission 
already given. The Minister also considers 
that the use of the premises for the demoli- 
tion and breaking-up of vehicles also falls 
within the same class and that. in con- 
sequence, no development is involved. 


Caravan Proposal Refused 


THE APPEAL of Mr. R. G. Mundell against 
Worthing Town Council’s refusal to allow 
him to put a caravan in the garden of No. 
10, Seamill Park-crescent, Worthing, has 
been dismissed by the Minister, who states 
that he is in agreement with the council’s 
contention that it is undesirable to use the 
garden of a house as a caravan site. 


Factory Appeal Upheld 


THE Munister of Housing and Local 
Government has upheld an appeal by a firm 
of furniture manufacturers against the 
decision of the Martley R.D.C. and the 
Worcestershire County Council, refusing an 
extension to their factory at Berrow Green, 
near Martley. Granting the extension, the 
Minister lays down that the type of facing 
brick must be approved by the local 
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authority, and trees planted to screen the 
extension. 


Successful Appeal by Brewers 


THE Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has allowed the appeal of Mann, 
Crossman and Paulin against Coventry City 
Council’s refusal to permit the rebuilding 
of the bar and two bedrooms of “The 
Golden Cup” public house, Coventry, which 
was damaged by bombs in 1940. 

Permission to rebuild had been refused 
because the site was included in the Develop- 
ment Plan and would eventually be affected 
by a proposed road widening scheme. 

In allowing the appeal, the Minister states 
that, as the public-house is in use and 
redevelopment of the area is not imminent, 
he considers it reasonable that the premises 
should be put into a decent state of repair. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 


Figures for July 


THE HOUSING SUMMARY presented to 
Parliament on September 3 jointly by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland, 
shows that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during July was 
19,985, compared with 15,965 in July, 1951. 

-In the first seven months of 1952, 130,949 
permanent houses were completed compared 
with 108,051 in the same per.od of 1951. 
The total number of houses completed under 
the post-war programme is now 1,304,444 
(1,147,298 permanent and 157,146 
temporary). 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr.R, W. Rust,{Secretary of Messrs. Walter Lawrence 
& Son, Lid., has been appointed a director of the 
company. 


QUARZITE 


A NATURAL STONE 


IN STOCK 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Opposed to Sale of Council Houses 


Liverpool has no intention of selling any 
of its Corporation houses, and Ald. Sir 
Alfred Shennan, leader of the City Council, 
has stated that an overwhelming majority of 
the members are opposed to such a course. 


Books from America 


The American Library, 41, Grosvenor- 
square, W.1, from which books and other 
literature may be borrowed free of charge 
by any resident of Great Britain, has recently 
issued a list of books which are available 
about labour. 


Builders’ Golf 


The autumn meeting of the Building 
Alliance Golfing Society will take place on 
the courses of the Berkshire Golf Club, on 
September 30. The closing date for entries 
is September 17. The Builder trophy will 
be played for at this meeting. 


Solid. Fuel Appliances 


The Coal Utilisation Council, 3, Upper 
Belgrave-street, S.W.1, in consultation with 
the Ministry of Fuel and Power, has issued 
in booklet form a list of recommended 
domestic solid fuel appliances, price 6d. 


Employment in Building Industry 

There was a decrease of 6,000 in the num- 
bers employed in the building and contract- 
ing industries in July, the total at the end 
of the month being 1,441,000, according to 
figures published by the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service. 


Minister to Broadcast 


Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, will speak in 
the series of party political broadcasts on 
Saturday, September 20. He will broadcast 
at 9.15 p.m. in the Home service. 


Reoccupation of Lynmouth 


The following statement was issued jointly 
on Tuesday by the Town Clerk of Lynton 
and the Medical Officer of Health: “It is 
hoped that Lynmouth will be partially occu- 
pied by the week-end; that is, in respect of 
all those properties which have been 
scheduled as fit for occupation. There can 
as yet be no possibility of ‘the resumption 
of ordinary town activities or of the cater- 
ing for visitors, as such facilities do not 
exist and some of the properties are con- 
sidered dangerous.” 


Coronation Seats 


The Ministry of Works is receiving a very 
large number of applications from individual 
members of the public in all parts of the 
country for seats on Government stands on 
the Coronation route. As recently announced 
by the Minister of Works, Mr. David Eccles, 
seats on Government stands for the United 
Kingdom will be allocated only through 
national bodies and organisations covering 
as far as possible every aspect of national 
life. The Minister cannot, therefore, con- 
sider applications from individual members 
of the public, nor can advice be given to 
applicants about the organisations through 
which they might apply. Allocations to 
national bodies and organisations are now 
being considered, and when they have been 
decided the organisations selected will be 
informed. It will be for these organisations 
themselves to decide on the method of distri- 
bution of the seats allocated to them. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Design of Lighting Fittings 

Messrs. Troughton and, Young (Lighting), 
Ltd., announce that their Design Depart- 
ment will be led by their two senior designers 
—Messrs. D. S. Shellshear, M.S.1.A., and 
W. J. C. Butcher, Who have had long 
experience with the company. They will 
continue the responsibility for design, which 
they have carried in recent years in collabo- 
ration with Mr. A. B. Read. 


Methods of Insulation 


The theory, application and advantages 
of thermal insulation and sound control in 
buildings are explained in a booklet pub- 
lished by Fibreglass, Ltd., of Ravenhead, 
St. Helens, Lancs. This also gives the “U” 
values of various common building materials, 
and facts on the savings in fuel consumption 
effected by proper insulation. The basic 
properties of sound are detailed, and illustra- 
tions show the different types of fibreglass 
available. 


Manufacturing under American Licence 
Fifty new licensing proposals for the 
manufacture abroad of American products 
have been announced by the Mutual Security 
Agency Mission to the United Kingdom. In 
the U.K. officers of the following are acting 
as Field Counsellors: Associated British 
Chambers of Commerce, Federation of 
British Industries, Scottish Council (Develop- 
ment and Industry) and the Ministry of 
Commerce, Northern Ireland. Switch 
products, air-conditioning plant and rivet- 
setting guns are among the products listed. 


Sanitary Suites 

Ideal Boilers and Radiation, Ltd., of Hull, 
announce that they are now able to accept 
orders for complete suites of their ‘ Ideal- 
Standard” sanitary articles. A suite consists 
of the ‘ Neo-Classic” porcelain enamelled 
cast iron one-piece bath, the “ Neoline” 
vitreous china lavatory basin, the “ Neolux ” 
vitreous china closet and the ‘“ Neospray ” 
vitreous china bidet. These articles are made 
in four different colours, in addition to 
white—Iviore de Medeci, Ming green, Clair 
de Lune blue and Corallin. 


Colouring Concrete 


The tinting of concrete is the main subject 
dealt with in a booklet, “Colour in the 
Building Trades,” which has been issued by 
W. Hawley and Son, Ltd., Duffield, Derby- 
shire. The process is described under three 
headings —(a) the selection of suitable 
coloured pigments, (b) the method of incor- 
porating them with the concrete, and (c) the 
quantities to be used and their effect on 
the final result. Notes are also given on 
the application of colour to terrazzo, 
magnesite composition and plaster. 


Data on Steel 


The 1952 edition of the Handbook for 
Constructional Engineers has been published 
by Dorman, Long and Co., Ltd., of Middles- 

_ brough. This handbook, solidly and attrac- 
tively bound, contains the most recent 
information on the company’s products, and 
is considerably enlarged by the introduction 
of new data and tables relating to steel. Ex- 
tracts from British Standards are given, as 
well as from Ministry of Transport (Roads 
Department) regulations. While the activities 
of the company are set forth as fully as 
possible within the compass of the handbook, 
more detailed information regarding their 
products will be supplied upon application. 
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BUILDING RESEARCH 
Builders Sponsor Competition 


A COMPETITION devised with the 

intention of stimulating interest in 
building research is being sponsored by 
building trades employers’ associations in the 
areas of Nottingham, Mansfield, Lincoln, 
Newark, Worksop, Grantham and mid- 
Derby. 


The chief requirements of the industry at 
the present time, the sponsors state, are 
increased production and lower costs, and 
it may be that some of the practices or 
methods in operation to-day are out of date. 
This fact, it is argued, combined with the 
ever-present need to know as much as 
possible about all improvements in the 
industry, makes research highly desirable. 
It is emphasised that the problems exist on 
the administrative side and in the handling 
of materials as well as in the craft work, 
and therefore the competition is intended 
to cover all these sections of the industry. 


To the individual submitting the best ideas 
or suggestions stating on what lines research 
could most usefully be undertaken, an award 
of £20 will be made. In addition, a number 
of awards of £2 10s. will be given for the 
best idea or suggestion from various sections 
of the industry. 


It is pointed out that competitors are not 
required to carry out any actual research; 
they are asked only to indicate on what lines 
they consider research would be most useful. 


Details are obtainable from Mr. OD. 
Richmond, 6, Derby-terrace, Derby-road, 
Nottingham. 








THE ORIGINAL 
JOINTLESS FLOOR 


IN MANY COLOURS, 
PLAIN OR MARBLE 


ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
FLOORS SUPPLIED AND 
LAID IN ANY PART OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


OFFICES & WORKS: 
LONDON : VIC 3043 (4 lines) 
BIRMINGHAM : EDGBASTON 1178 (2 lines) 
BRIDGEND GLAM.: BRID. 736 
READING : READING 81560 
MANGHESTER : DEANSGATE 5971 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Private Trading in Lead 


FoLLowInGc the resumption of private 
trading, the London Metal Exchange will 
reopen for dealings in lead on October 1, 
and the Board of Trade announce the follow- 
ing arrangements for the import and export 
of lead:— 

Arrangements for the import of unwrought 
lead in pigs, ingots, blocks, bars, slabs or 
cake, but not alloys of lead, will be as 
follows: Members of the London Metal 
Exchange who participate in the Bank of 
England Exchange Control Scheme Will be 
granted open individual licences valid for 
importation from any source. Consumers 
who wish regularly to import substantial 
quantities of lead, otherwise than through 
the medium of the Exchange, will be granted 
open individual licences valid for appropriate 
sources of supply. 

Other traders’ wishing to import lead 
should make application for a licence in 
respect of each individual transaction. All 
applications should be addressed to the 
Board of Trade, Import Licensing Branch, 
Romney House, Tufton- street, London, 
S.W.1. 

There will be a resumption of exports of 
refined lead in pig or ingot form and pro- 
vision has been made for the operation of 
the London Metal Exchange as from 
October 1. Applications to the Board of 
Trade, Export Licensing Branch, Atlantic 
House, Holborn Viaduct, London, E.C.1. 


£10m. SCHEME FOR LIVERPOOL 
Central Area Development 


LiverRPOOL Corporation Housing Com- 
mittee has approved a scheme prepared by 
the City Architect and Housing Director, 
Dr. Ronald Bradbury, F.R.1B.A., which is 
estimated to cost £10,000,000. It is the 
biggest redevelopment scheme yet presented 
to the City Council by the Housing 
Committee. 

It provides for the construction of 4,750 
new dwellings in 15 out of 17 wards in the 
central areas of the city, and comprises the 
erection of several blocks of three- and four- 
storey flats, together with about 25 blocks 
of ten-storey flats, with lifts running to all 
floors. 

The Minister has approved of one block 
of ten-storey flats, but cannot agree to the 
allocation immediately of steel for the 
project. He has promised to reconsider the 
matter in two or three months. 

It is pointed out that since the end of 
the war capital expenditure in the central 
areas of the city already amounts to about 
£45,000,000. 


SELF-BUILD SCHEME DROPPED 
Too Much Spare Time Taken 


A SELF-BUILD HOUSING SCHEME iatroduced 
earlier this year by Joseph Sankey and Sons, 
Ltd., for the benefit of the company’s 4,000 
Bilston employees, has been abandoned 
because workers were unable to put in the 
stipulated 20 hours a week on the scheme 
and many expressed doubt about being able 
to commit themselves financially. Bilston 
Corporation had earmarked a site and 
arrangements had been made to secure build- 
ing permits and to waive development 
charges. Free training in building was to 
have been given by _ representatives of 
Wolverhampton Clerks of Works Association. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia: Details have been announced 
of the oil refinery to be built in the Mel- 
bourne suburb of Altona at a cost of 
£A15,000,000. 

Speaking in Sydney before leaving on his 
return to the U.S.A., the vice-president of 
the Californian firm of Braun and Co., Mr. 
H. W. Cunningham, outlined the contract 
his firm had undertaken. He said that the 
refinery would be built for the Standard 
Vacuum Refining Company and should be 
completed in about two and a half years’ 
time. It would be capable of a daily pro- 
duction of 840,000 gallons of all grades of 
petroleum fuel. Work had already started 
but the actual construction of the refinery 
would not begin until January. The refinery 
will employ between 1,200 and _ 1,500 
workers. 


Australia: The Australian-American Asso- 
ciation has called for tenders for the con- 
struction of the Australian memorial to U.S. 
Servicemen in Canberra. It is hoped to 
begin work on the memorial before the end 
of the year. Already the public have con- 
tributed £464,000 towards the memorial, and 
a further £450,000 has been donated by the 
Federal Government. It is hoped to have 
the memorial completed by 1954 in readi- 
ness for a possible Royal Tour in that year. 


*Australia: The United Kingdom Trade 
Commissioner at Melbourne has reported 
that a call for tenders has been issued by 
the Geelong Harbour Trust Commissioners 
for the driving of approximately 2,078 tons 
of steel sheet piling at Corio Quay, Norh 
Geelong. The piling will be supplied by 
the Commissioners to the contractor. The 
closing date for the receipt of tenders is 
September 29 next, and tenders should be 
addressed to the Chairman, Geelong Harbour 
Trust Commissioners, Box 4, G.P.O., 
Geelong, Victoria. 

A copy of the specifications and drawings 
is expected shortly in the Commercial Rela- 
tions and Export Department of the Board 
of Trade, and on receipt wil! be available 
for inspection by representatives of United 
Kingdom firms at the Department at Horse 
Guards-avenue, London, S.W.1. Copies may 
be obtained by intending tenderers from the 
Chief Engineer of the Trust at a charge of 
£5 per set. The United Kingdom Trade 
Commissioner reports. that it is probable 
that tenders for other large marine construc- 
tion works at Geelong will be invited during 
the progress of this contract. Any telephone 
inquiries should be made to Trafalgar 8855, 
Extension 2418. 


* Australia: The Commercial Relations and 
Export Department of the Board of Trade 
has been informed by the United Kingdom 
Trade Commissioner at Melbourne of a call 
for tenders by the Director, Posts and Tele- 
graphs, Melbourne, C.1, as follows: Schedule 
C. 6823—supply and delivery of 2,000 type 
switch maintenance parts. Tenders must be 
received by the Director, Posts and Tele- 
graphs, Melbourne, C.1, on October 23 next. 
Details of this tender can be obtained from 
the Lendon Office of the High Commissioner 
for Australia. 

All telephone inquiries should be made 
to the Department, Tel., Trafalgar 8855, 
Extension 7815, and reference number 
C.R.E./30038/52 should be quoted in any 
communication. 


*British West Indies: The United Kingdom 
Trade Commissioner at Trinidad has reported 
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that Messrs. Grell and Co., Ltd., of Sa, 
Chacon-street, Port of Spain, wish to obtain 
agencies from U.K. manufacturers of the 
following lines: hand tools of all kinds; 
wallboard; builders’ hardware fittings. 
Messrs. Grell and Co., Ltd., operate under 
active management a commission agency 
department which handles a variety of goods 
for the provision, hardware and dry goods 
trades. There are branches of the commis- 
sion agency business in Jamaica and British 
Guiana, and they are shortly opening a 
branch in Barbados. They would therefore 
be able to offer representation in Trinidad, 
British Guiana, Barbados, the Windward 
and Leeward Islands and Jamacia. United 
Kingdom manufacturers who are interested 
in this inquiry should send details and 
prices of their products direct to Messrs. 
Grell and Co., Ltd. Telephone inquiries 
should be made to the Board of Trade Com- 
mercial Relations and Export Department, 
Tel. Trafalgar 8855, Extension 2917. 


French West Africa: A loan has been 
issued by the Central Bank of French West 
Africa for about £1,250,000 for work on the 
Assinie Canal which is to link the highly 
productive regions of the Ivory Coast with 
Abidjan and the Vidri Canal which flows to 
the sea. The length of the Assinie Canal 
will be about 48 kilometres and it is expected 
that the work will take at least two years.... 
Wharves are being built at the Port of 
Abidien, 1,050 metres long. 


Hong Kong: Before the end of this year, 
work will start on a 1,000 feet long and 150 
feet high concrete dam, the most important 
part of the Hong Kong Government's 
$40,000,000 new water works project in the 
Tai Lam Chung Valley in the New 
Territories. This rampart, which will dam 
1,150 million gallons of accumulated rain 
water when the new reservoir at Tai Lam 
Chung is full, will take three years to build. 
It wll be faced with precast concrete blocks 
and be filled in with mass concrete. Tenders 
have been invited. .. . A London firm of 
chartered civil engineers (Messrs. Scott and 
Wilson), experienced in the construction and 
development of civil arports, has been 
appointed by the Hong Kong Government 
to send representatives to the Colony to 
assess the engineering aspects of the 
development of Kai Tak Airport which may 
soon be handling aircraft such as the Comet, 
the Bristol Britann’a and Stratocruiser types. 
Messrs. Scott and Wilson carried out the 
development work at Chileka Airport in 
Nyasaland and were consultants and made 
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recommendations for the development of 
maintenance bases for B.E.A. at Heath Row, 
London. 


*India: The Directorate-General of Sup- 
plies and Disposals, Government of India, 
has issued a call for tenders (No. SY1/SR3/ 
24414-C/ Adv. /III/1128) for mild steel bolts 
and nuts B.S.W., of various types and sizes. 
The closing date for receipt of tenders is: 
September 23 next, and quotations should 
be sent to the Director-General, Supplies 
and Disposals, New Delhi (Section SF-1/, 
SR-3). Firms who are not represented in 
India may obtain copies of the tender forms 
by request to the Board of Trade Com- 
mercial Relations and Export Department, 
who will cable the United Kingdom Trade 
Commissioner at Delhi, instucting him to 
obtain and forward by air mail. In view 
of the short time available before the closing 
date, firms are advised to apply immediately 
if they wish to take advantage of these 
facilities. All inquiries should be made to 
the Department,. Tel. Trafalgar 8855, Exten- 
sion 2422. 


*India: The United Kingdom Trade Com- 
missioner at Delhi has reported that a call‘ 
for tenders, No. SB—I/135600/III, has been 
issued by the Director-General of Supplies 
and Disposals, Shahjahan-road, New Delhi, 
for the supply of 238 M.S. galvanised roof- 
water tanks, 55 gallons capacity, required 
at Goralhpur N.E. Railway. Tenders must 
reach the Director-General of Supplies and 
Disposals, Shahjahan-road, New Delhi, on 
or before 4 p.m. on October 20 next. Forms 
on which tenders must be submitted can be 
obtained only from the office of the Director- 
General of Supplies and Disposals at New 
Delhi or from the offices of the Directors 
of Supplies and Disposals at Bombay and 
Calcutta and the Deputy Director of Supplies 
and Disposals at Madras on payment of 
Rs. 6 (rupees six only) per set. Applicants 
not already on the approved list of Supply 
Department Contractors must give their 
banker’s reference on application for tender 
forms. One specimen copy of the tendér 
schedule and conditions of tender (but not 
the specifications or drawings) is available 
at the Board of Trade, Commercial Rela- 
tions and Exports Department (Industries 
Branch), Horse Guards-avenue (Room 6164), 
London, S.W.1, for inspection by representa- 
tives of United Kingdom manufacturers. 
Reference number CRE/29909/52 should be 
quoted. The specifications (but not the 
drawings) are priced publications obtainable 
in the United Kingdom from the Office of 
the High Commissioner for India, Publica- 
tions Branch, India House, Aldwych, Lon- 
don, W.C.2. All telephone inquiries should 
be made to Trafalgar 8855, Extension 2510. 

*India: The Bombay Municipal Corpora- 
tion has called for tenders for the supply 
of 2,156 water meters of various sizes rang- 
ing from + in. to 8 in. Tenders must reach 
the Municipal Commissioner for Greater 
Bombay, Office of the Chief Accountant, 
Municipal Offices, Hornby-road Fort, 
Bombay 1, not later than October 1 next. 
A copy of the specification and conditions 
of tendering may be consulted for inspection 
by representatives of United Kingdom firms 
at the Commercial Relations and Export 
Department of the Board of Trade, Horse 
Guards-avenue, London, S.W.1. All inquiries 
by telephone should be made to the Depart- 
ment, Tel. Trafalgar 8855, Extension 7815, 
and reference number CRE/29424/52 should 
be quoted in any communication. 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. 
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HOUSING AT GLASGOW 
Sites Needed Outside City 


(THE pressing need for Glasgow Corpora- 

tion to build outside the city boundaries, 
and for one or more potential new town 
areas to be taken over soon, is stressed in 
a comprehensive report on the city’s housing 
just prepared by Mr. A. G. Jury, City Archi- 
tect and Planning Officer. 

By Whit Sunday, 1957, house-building will 
have started on all virgin land capable of 
and available for development within the 
city. 

The whole of the present population of 
Glasgow living within the city could not be 
satisfactorily housed within its boundaries if 
the minimum standards of modern planning 
and amenity were desired, states Mr. Jury. 

For a population of over one million, 
Glasgow’s total area was very small and, 
indeed, was the smallest area per head of 
population in Great Britain. The general 
lack of space was accentuated by the large 
areas not available, or unsuitable for 
housing. 

“Whether all the dwellings needed outside 
the city boundary will have to be built by 
the Corporation, or by some other agency, 
is really irrelevant at this stage,” comments 
Mr. Jury, “except that far quicker progress 
than that now being achieved by the much 
publicised new towns will have to be effected. 


“Some of the dwellings outside the city 
boundary will have to be built by the Cor- 
poration if Glasgow’s housing machinery, 
private and public, is to be maintained in 
operation at its present high rate of progress. 
In the post-war era it has been notable that 
it is very difficult indeed to set up large 
organisations quickly and successfully to 
undertake immense tasks. Glasgow Corpora- 
tion’s machinery, which now provides about 
one-sixth of all the new housing provided 
annually in Scotland—or more than all the 
new towns in Great Britain put together so 
far—has gradually been built up over a 
period of years. It would be disastrous if 
it were allowed to slow down nearly to a 
standstill a few years from now. 

“If Glasgow does not undertake some 
building outside the present city boundaries 
the redevelopment of slum areas will be 
seriously hampered... .” 

Mr. Jury also emphasises in his report that 
the Secretary of State must soon give a 
decision regarding the eastern areas of the 
city to enable a start being made on the 
mass production of houses by the middle of 
1959. As there are indications that too many 
of the larger sizes of houses are being built, 
he suggests that the percentage of three, four 
and five apartment dwellings should be 
reviewed. 

Summarising the housing needs for Glas- 
gow, Mr. Jury estimates that by 1963 41,000 
extra new buildings would be required, and 
by the year 2003 a total of 168,000 new 
buildings to replace those now unsuitable. 





Glasgow Bonus Scheme 


BRICKLAYERS employed in the direct Jabour 
department of Glasgow Corporation have 
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responded so satisfactorily to a bonus 
system tried out experimentally at the 
Merrylee housing scheme that it is to be 
applied to all housing estates in the city. 

The basis of the incentive scheme is that 
the men are paid a bonus of about Ss. per 
100 bricks in excess of the daily “target” 
of 480 bricks laid. During the first week 

f the experiment at Merrylee the output 
rose on the average to 820 bricks, a figure 
that had not been reached since pre-war 
days. In the second week the output aver- 
aged 700 bricks a day, and in the third week 
it went up to 740. 

Councillor J. R. Duncan, Convener of the 
Corporation Housing Committee, said 
recently that notices had been posted at the 
Cranhill, Ruchazie and Barlanark schemes 
intimating that the incentive payments to 
bricklayers would operate as from September 


He was hopeful that it would be possible 
to extend the scheme to include all trades- 
men in the direct labour department and 
thereby the rate of house completions would 
be raised. They were anxious that the 
slaters and plasterers should be brought into 
the scheme, so that as much progress as 
possible could be made in house construction 
before the winter set in. The Plasterers’ 
Union had a “ model” scheme which was at 
present being studied by his committee. 


St. Andrews Rents 


THE RENTS of St. Andrews municipal 
houses are to be increased, and there are also 
to be introduced differences in the rents of 
the various types of houses — flatted, self- 
contained, gas-lit and electrically-equipped. 

For the past three years the cost of 
repairs to houses has greatly exceeded the 
amount which was being set aside for the 
purpose. The credit balance in the repairs 
fund has been reduced from £14,000 in 1949 
to only £1,161. Expenditure of £11.700 in 
1951-52 (including £6,200 for installing elec- 
tric light in place of gas), represents an 
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HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought 
up to date to September, 1950. with tables 
giving cost increases for materials and 
labour for 1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. 
Over 68v illustrations. 
21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 
DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
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THE PRINCIPLES OF 
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—The Architects’ Journal. 
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average of £12 per house, or about three 
times the amount of the annual contribution 
from rates: 


In a statement to the Town Council, the 
Burgh Chamberlain has stated that even the 
proposed increase of the annual contribution 
to the repairs fund from £4 to £8, provided 
for in a Bill now before Parliament, would 
be insufficient unless there was a material 
reduction in the expenditure on repairs. In 
addition, every post-war house was adding 
a loss to the housing revenue account, he 
stated, and increased interest rates on new 
borrowing were having the same effect. 


He estimated a deficit of about £5,000 on 
the St. Andrews housing revenue account 
for 1952-53, a figure which would tend to 
increase, and he has advised the council that 
an increase in rents of about 25 per cent. 
would be necessary to meet future deficits. 

The Council are now considering details 
of the increases to’ be made for the different 
types of houses. 


Reducing Housing Costs 


OrFiciats of Fife County Council are to 
meet contractors to discuss methods of 
reducing housing costs. Recent tenders for 
410 houses on five sites have been: Three 
apartment, £2,254; four apartment, £2,474; 
five apartment, £2,638; and single apartment 
cottages, £1,833. The figures are all-in costs 
excluding roads. 


Sewage Scheme 


PAISLEY CORPORATION are now in the final 
Stages of a three-year sewage purification 
works development project at Laighpark, 
north of Paisley Harbour. The scheme 
involves a 7 ft. diameter delivery pipeline 
to the works with a daily capacity of 
89,000,000 gallons. The works are expected 
to be expanded at a later stage; the first sec- 
tion will be completed within the next 
month. The plan was first proposed some 
years ago and has been delayed on several 
occasions for various reasons, 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayrshire.—C.C. have had plans for a Catholic 
school at Dalmalling, public school at Wallacebank, 
and a new nursery school approved by The Scottish 
Education Department, Edinburgh. The architect 
is Robert G. Lindsay (A.), County-chbrs., Welling- 
ton-sq., The Sandgate, Ayr. 

Fife.—C.C. Health and Welfare Committee are to 

accept tenders for a £33,000 clinic in Cowdenbeath. 
They have also agreed in principle to the pro- 
vision of a £20,000 health centre in the New Town 
of Glenrothes. 
_ Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for the rebuild- 
ing of The Knightswood United Free Cuurch, de- 
stroved in the war, at The Great Western-rd. and 
Turret-st. junction. for which the architects are 
Lockhart W. Hutson (F.), Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for The Darlington In- 
suiation Co., Ltd., for alterations am! additions at 
Vicarfield-st. and Vicarfieli!-p!.. for which the archi- 
tects are Jolin Keppie and Henderson and J. H. 
Gleave (F. & A.), 196, West Regent-st.. Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians to be prepared for alterations 
and additions to The Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Colieze of Domestic Science. Park-r.,° Kelvingrove, 
for which the architects are James Monro and 
Son (F. & A.), 307, West George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in the hands of their own staff 
of architects, for aiterations and additions at Cow- 
lairs, and the same at Victoria-cireus. Dowanhill, 
for The North British Locomotive Co.,. Ltd, 
Flemington-st., Springburn-rd., Cowlairs, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—P'ans to be prepared for new presby- 
tery which is to be erected at Carntyne-rd., for 
which the architects are Gillespie, Kidd and Coia 
(A.), Wellington-chbrs., Waterioo-st.. Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared by The 
Nationa! Coa! Board’s architects, Lugar Works, 
Cumnock, Ayrshire, for new workshops, new sub- 
station, haulage buildings, and stores, etc., which 
are to be erected at The Westown Mines. 

Paisley.—Dean of Gui'd Court has passed plans 
for a further 60 houses at the corpuratiun’s scheme 
at Hunterhill. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open. will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
{on this list see previous issues. T with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of puctare hs are those for the sub- 
mission of. tende agger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications: * the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained 


BUILDING 


SEPTEMBER 15. 
*tHants ©C.€.—Junior school 4 South View, 
Basingstoke. County A. Dep. £2 


SEPTEMBER 19. 


*+Watford B.C.—50 houses at Holywell estate. 
F. C. Sage, A.M.I.C.E., B.E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 


SEPTEMBER 20. 

*+Oundle and Thrapston R.D.C.—Ten honses and 
construction of cul-de-sac and genera] site works 
at Upper Benefield. H. G. Kenyon (L.), Council 
Offices, Midland-rd., Thrapston, Kettering. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 22. 

*+Brentford and Chiswick T.C.—Applications in- 
vited from building contractors for inclusion on 
register of se'ected firms for erecting houses and 
flats. T.C., Town Hall. 

*Carlton U.D C.—66 dwellings of Foxhill-rd. G. R. 
Campbe:], MI Mun.E., FE. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Maidenhead Boro’.—Bungalow with temporary 
office accommodation, Braywick-rd. cemetery. B.E. 
&S. Dep. £2. 

*tNew Romney T.C.—16 houses at The Church- 
Jands. T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Tottenham B.C.—Erection of 51 flats at Tewkes- 
bury estate. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 25. 
tle-upon-T T.C.—18 flats and 15 — 
oa Semin baal a of Montagu =, City A., 18, 
Cloth Market, Newcastie-upon-Tyne, 
Pickering (Yorks) U.D.C.—15 “ane at Westgate 
site. Needham, Thorp and pay a 6, 
High Petergate, York. Dep. £2 


SEPTEMBER 27, 


Castleford (Yorks) U.D.C.— wy ‘ei 7 hay a4 
dwellings at Wood-la. estate. . &§. . £2@. 


SEPTEMBER 29. 

Heanor (Derby) U.D.C.—-40 houses off Greenfields, 
Aldercar. R. Archer, E. & S. Dep. £3 3s 

*+Paddington B.C.—Erection of 4 10-storey and 
3 6-storey Theks of flats at Hallfield =. 
Bishop’s Bridge-rd. T.C., Town Hall. Dep. £5 

SEPTEMBER 30. 

*tLeeds Re; Hosp. Board.—New operating 
theatre at Ste Luke’s Hospital, Crosland Moor, 
Huddersfield. Architect to the. Board, Park-parade, 
Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by October 22.” 

OCTOBER 1. 

*Brighton C.B.—Two ae th homes at Park- 

side tate. B.E. 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
Stroud (Glos.) U.D.C.—20 houses at Cashes 
Green. F. Foster Langley, E Ss. 


*Guildford R.D.C.—10 hack at Holmbury &t. 
Mary. Orman & Ptnrs., 106, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 4. 


*Whitworth U.D.C.—40 houses at Wallbank 
housing estate. A. Brocklehurst & Co., Martins 


Bank-chbrs., Waterfoot. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 6, 
*Brentford and Chiswick T.C.—42 flats, Hogarth- 
la., Chisw! ick. B.E. & S.. Town Hall, Chiswick, 


Wi. Dep. £5 5s. 
OCTOBER 7. 

*Camberwell B.C.—Six flats at Gowlett-rd. Dir. 
of Hsg., Town Hall, Peckham-rd., S.E.5. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*Lu‘on T.C.—Classroom extensions to Stopsley 
and Chellney County Sec. Sch. B.E., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 23. each contract. 

“Nottingham T.C. i phase of junior school 
at Greencroft, Clifton. R. M. Finch, O.B.E., City 
E.& 8S. Dep. £2. 

Wigan C.B.—Erection of an occupation eentre at 
Scot-la.. Newten, Wigan. B.E., Municipai-bidgs., 
Library- st. Dep. £2. 


OCTOBER 10. 
*Harrow U.D.C.—58 dwellings at Cannon Croft, 
Eastcote-rd., Pinner. J. H. Melville Richards, E. 
Dep. £2. 
*York T.C.—(a) 72 flats, Askham-la. estate; (b) 
4 haneelevs and 2 houses at Danebury Court. 
oy, As St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £4 for (a) and 


£3 for Rs ). 
OCTOBER 13. 
*Chester R.D.C.—16 houses at Upton. T. C, R. 
Eaton (A.), 16, White Friars, Chester. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Chesham U.D.C.—17 flats fronting Victoria-rd. 
L. C. Powell (F.), Pears House, Station-rd., 
Chesham. Dep. £2 


cin 22. 
*Kendal B.C.—36 houses, Hall Garth housing 
estate. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 31. 


*Gillingham T.C.—Erection of Featherby Junior 
os Chitham-rd., B.E., Municipal-tidgs. Dep. 
So Se. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


SEPTEMBER 20. 
*Luton B.C.—Repair of 4 ST rae houses at 
Hartsfield-rd. B.E. Dep. £ 
SEPTEMBER 27. 
Southport C.B.—B.E. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


SEPTEMBER 22, 


*tNorthern frelang Hospitals Authority.— Roads, 
etc., at Muckamore Colony, Co. Antrim. Secretary, 
Northern Ireland Hospitals Authority, 58, Howard- 


, Belfast. 
OCTOBER 1. 
Stough B.C.—Roads and sewers at ~~ Court 
Farm Sousing estate. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s 
OCTOBER 3. 
Ledbury U.D.C.—Roads, sewers and water mains 
at Barnett’s Meadow. Surveyor. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 8. 


Leicester T.C.—Roads and sewers on the Nether 
Hall estate. City S., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 
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OCTOBER 3. 
*Huntingdon R.D.C.—Site works at Brampton. K. 
Milner (L.), Lea, Milner “4 betes 4, Market- 
hil, Huntingdon Dep. £2 2s 


OCTOBER 13. 
Kingsclere and Whitchurch R.D.C.—North-eastern 
(Kingsclere) area water supply (contract No. 3). 
Lemon and_ Blizard, oF astra, 59, Tufton-st., 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Hendon.—ExTension TO Parisn Hati.—Bye-law 
consent and development tmission has been 
granted to T. G. Birchall tt, L.R.1.B.A., 110, 
Horseferry-rd., S.W.1, for the erection of an exten- 
sion to the Parish Hall and re-arrangement of 
cloakroom at Catholic Church Hall, Thirleby-rd., 
Burnt Oak, Edgware, for the Rev. H. Welchman. 


Hendon.—Stee. Cuimney.—Bye-law consent vm 
been given to Stanley Peach & Partners, F.R.I.B.A 
28, Eccleston-sq., S.W. 1, for the erection of a steel 
chimney at the factory of Fanfold, Ltd., 82-106, 
Cricklewood-la., N.W.2. 


Hendon.—DratnaGE AND nee og ag Tanxs.—B.C. 
has granted bye-law consent to B. Turnbull & 
Partners, F. & L.R.1B.A., 48. - BP st.. E .C.4, for 
the construction of drainage and settlement tanks 
for Messrs. Johnson’s of yon. Ltd., at their 
factory at Hendon-way, N.W.4 


Hendon.—F actory.—Bye-law an, and develop- 
ment permission has been given . J. <4 Beard, 
Bovnet & Wilkins, AA. &€ LLREBA.. 11-3, 
Baker-st., W.1, for the erection of new factory 
premises for the National Cash Register Co., Ltd., 
on the north side of the North Ciroular-rd., N.W.2. 


Hendon.—Moror Snowrooms.—Subject to certain 
conditions, development permission has been 
granted to M B. Neal, F. A.L., auctioneer and sur- 
veyor, Estate Offices, Brent-st., N.W.4. for proposed 
motor showrooms with office’ and manager’s flat 
over and workshop at rear, on the north-east side 
of High-st., Edgware. 


Hendon.— Extensions.—Bye-law consent has been 
granted to Dawe, Carter & Partners, AA.R.IBA., 
83, High-st.. Watford, for the erection of an exten. 
sion to generator house at factory of Messrs: 
Titanine, Ltd., Sheaveshill-ave., Hendon, 


Hendon.—Resvuitpinc Factory.—B.C. has given 
bye-law consent to an application by Johnston 
Evans, Horne & Co., auctioneers and estate agents, 
17, St. George-st., Hanover- -sq., W.1, for the rebuild. 
ing of factory premises for C. B. Baggs, Ltd., 48, 
Ramsay-rd., N.W.9. 


Hendon.—Store Suep.—Bye-law consent has been 
granted to A. H. & S. Property Co., Ltd., for the 
erection of a store shed at their premises at East- 
rd., Burnt Oak. 

Hendon.—Parish Hatt anp Youtn Centre.—B.C. 
has given bye-law consent to an a by 
D. E. Harrington, F.R.I.B.A., 24, Buckingham-st., 
W.C.2, for the erection of a parish hall and youth 
centre at Garratt-rd., Edgware, for the Governing 
Body of St. Anthony’s R.C. Church. 

Holborn Viaduct.—Resvitpinc.—Lord Mottistone, 
F.R.1.B.A., and Mr. Pau] Paget. L.R.I.B.A. (of the 
firm of Seely & Paget), have been appointed archi- 
tects for the re building of the City Temple, the cost 
of which. it has been stated, may exceed £200,000. 
Sketch plans are now being prepared. 


Langham-place.—Concrrt Haiit.—Messrs. Bond 
and Bond. Ltd., 122, New Kent-rd., S.E.1, are con- 
tractors for the demolition of the old Queen’s Hall. 
A new concert hall is to be erected, for which the 
architect is Mr. Joseph Emberton. F.R.I.BA., 17, 
Chantry Honse, Buckingham Palace-rd., S.W.1. 


Leyton.—Scnoot Haui.—A revised plan snbmitted 
by the Borough Engineer and Surveyor for the 
erection of a hall at’the Tom Hood secondary 
technical (commercial) school has been approved by 
the Housing and Town Planning Committee. 


Sutton and Cheam.—Sprcrators’ Stanp.—T.P. per- 
mission has been granted (subject to certain condi- 
tions) for the erection of spectators’ stand and 
accommodation for players and officials at borough 
sports ground, Gander Green-la., for the Sutton 
United Football Club. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—R.D.C. has been recommended by M.-H. 
& L to build 80 houses next year and 100 the 
year afer. Council’s architects are pe & 

ahi}, ‘ovds = Bank-chhrs Alnwick —W ing 
drawings are being *prepared by the arc Siterts for 
honses at Glanton and layout plans fer houses at 
Emb‘eton and Craster have been approved by the 
Cty. Ptanning Officer.—Conni] is considering the 
erection of houses on land adjoining Kirkwell 
Cottages. 


Annfield Piain—W. J. Smith, 1, Granvillerd., 
Newcast!e-on-Tyne, is architect for additions to 
the Victory Club and Jnstitute. 


H 
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Basford.—R.D.C’ propose 40 houses at Calverton, 
‘#0 at. Hill ‘End, Getham, 36 at. Rushcliffe estate, 
Bast Leake, and 24 at Rushcliffe. 


Bedale.—H. B. Richardson, 3, Skintiergate, Dar- 
lington, has pee plans for 16 houses at Fitz- 
alan-rd.. South End, and 12 at West Tanfield. No 

seontracts let. . 

Billingham-on-Tees.—U.D.C. has received an in- 

“quiry from’Healey & Baker. surveyors, London, re- 

garding sites for a factory of 40,000 sq. ft., cap- 
able of extension by a further 80,000 sq. ft.—P!ans 
have been approved for maintenance workshop 
and other alterations for Imperial Chemica] In- 
dustries, Ltd.—U.D.C. is to negotiate with q 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, for erection of *‘ No Fines ” houses. 

Blyth.—T.C. is negotiating with G. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
erection of 100 non-traditional houses. 


Bolton.—B.C. to consiver scheme for 200 “ Unity ” 
houses at Oldhams estate; approved scheme for 16 
bungalows and four houses at Green-la. 


Brierfield.—U.D.C. approved erection of ~ 29 
ferraced houses at Parson Clough estate. 


Brighouse.—B.C. to prepare draft layout for new 
library at Suthowram. Plans by E., H. A. Sneezum. 
—P'ans approved for:—Extensions at Brow Mills 
Works, Halifax-rd., Hipperholme, for C. Walton 
Bilis, Ltd.—Extensions at Woodvale Brassworks, 
Thornhills Beck-la., for Woodcock & Booth, Ltd. 


Bury.—T.C. seeks permission to complete a 
further portion of new town hall. 

Cariton.—U.D.C. seek loan of £36,375 
houses at Foxhill-rd. site. 

Cheadle (Staffs)—Coal Board Housing Assoc. to 
erect ‘“‘Wates” houses at Weston Coyney site.— 
R.D.C. approved erection of new_ premises at 
a for Leek & Moorlands Co-op. Society, 

td. 


for 28 


Chester.—The Wolverhampton Corrugated Iron- 
work: Co., Ltd., propose extensions at Mersey 
fLronworks. 


Consett.—T. Barrett, Sons & Partners, 127, New 
Bridze-st., Newcastle-on-Tvne, have been appointed 
quantity surveyors by Newcastle Reg. Hospital 
Brd. for additions to Consett Chest Ctinic. 


Coventry.—T.C. approved six lock-up shops, six 
maisonettes and four garages at Spon-st. (archi- 
tects, W. S. Hattrell & Partners, 1, Queen’s-rd., 
Coventry); 40 shops, 59 one-bedruomed, 38 two- 
bedroomed, four four-bedroomed flats, and _five 
_ maisonettes at Willenhall Neighbourhood Unit 
(architects, P. H. Gardner & Partners, 11, Eaton-rd., 
Coventry): 24 dwellings at Park Wood, for Godiva 

ousing Association. 

Cumberland.—C.C. is to erect jnr. and inf. sch. 
at Workington, at £90,000. . H. Haugham, 15, 
Portland-sq., Carlisle, is Cty. A. 


Denby Dale.—U.D.C. to prepare layout for six 


bungalows at Sunnymead, Scisset, 20 houses at 
Smithyla. and 14 aged persons’ bungalows at 
Denby. 


Dukinfield —B.C. seek Ministry approval for aged 
persons’ bungalows at Glenmore-gr. 


Durham.—C.C. to convert Hartburn Lodge, Stock- 
ton-on-Tees, into children’s home. Plans are by 
Cty..A., Court-la., Durham. ; 


Elfesmere Port.—U.D.C. propose 70 houses at 
Mill-la. and 34 at Overspool-rd. 

Gateshead.—Windy Nook and District Industrial 
Co-op. Society propose warehouse and alterations 
— premises at Windy Nook-rd., Sheriff 

ill. 

Gotborne.—U.D.C. approved erection of 102 non- 
traditional houses at Banks-st , for Coa] Industries 
Housing Association (architects, J. C. Prestwich & 
Son, Bradshawgate-chbrs., Leigh). 


Halifax.—T.C. received appreval for reconstruc- 
tion of Carlton-pl. Salvation Army Hostel. 

Hartlopool.—T.C. is to erect about 90 houses on 
Nicho!son’s Field. f 

Hexham.—Northumberland C.C. are to carry out 
alterations to Hexham Magistrates’ Court to plans 
by Cty. A 

Heywood.—B.C. approved plans for light engi- 
neering works at Schofield-st., for W. Rhodes, 
Ltd.—B.C. propose housing development between 
Gregze-st. and Rochdale Canal, and West Side of 
Moor-st. 

Huddersfield.—T.C. approved erection of houses 
for aged near Moorside-ave., Crosland Moor. 


Huyton-with-Roby.—U.D.C. to prepare layout for 
360 houses at St. John’s-rd. East estate. 


Hyde.—T.C. propose extensions to Market Hall. 


Hyde.—B.C. to prepare plans for improvements 
to ladies’ private baths as part of major baths 
extension scheme; approved plans for extensions 
and redevelopment of factory at Mottram-rd., for 
T. Wall & Sons, Ltd. 

Keighley—W.R.C.C. hope to commence work 
—_ * tsa on new Teé@inical College at Caven- 

ish-3 


THE BUILDER 


Keighley.—P.C. Councils of Sf: Peter's, Halifax- 
rd., and St. Mary’s, Dalton-la., propose demolition 


of churches and erection of new comb:ned churcht 


“Liverpoo!.—Reinstatement of portion of third floor 
of offices at Orie!-chbrs.,. Water-st., for Central 
Offices (Liverpool), .Ltd,. (architects, Killender & 
Ki.lender, 62, Da-e-st., Liverpoo!) —Factory, Speke 
Hall-ave., Speke, for Dunlop Rubber Co., Ltd. 
(architects’ dept., Fort Dunlop, Erdington, Bir- 
mingham).—74 houses, _ Brodie-ave., Cooper-ave., 
and Martin-rd., for T. Lucas & Son (Liverpool), 


Ltd. (architects, Heaton & Crawford, Dazte-st., 
Liyerpoo]).—Extensions to workshop at _ 17/25, 
Primrose-hill, for R. Scott (architect, Harold 


Tranton, of E. L. Hoose, 10, Dale-st., Liverpoo] 2). 
Conversion of Basi] Grange, Sandfie'd Park, as 
aged persons’ hostel (plans by Bootle Boro’ S., 
> Harrison).—Reinstatement of reinforced 
concrete building at Regent-rd.. for West Coast 
Stevedore Co., Ltd. (plans by staff A., S. W. Gell). 
—Rebuilding Hamtet Free Church, Aigburth-rd. 
(architects; Richard Owens & Son, 3, Crosshali- 
st., Liverpool). . 
Macclésfield. — R.D.C. 1953/4 housing pro- 
gramme:—10 at Gawsworth; 10, Sutton; eight, 
Hurdsfield; 12, Prestbury; six, Pott Shrigley; 62 
and 12 bungalows at Poynton. 

Maidstone.—M.o.W. has issued a licence for 
£11,680 for the erection of a church hall on the 
Shepway estate. 

Manchester.—Farleys Infants’ Foods, Ltd., 
Plymouth, and Charston Engineering Co., Ltd., 
propose new factories at Wythenshawe estate 


(architects for both schemes, Major R. Bull, 73, 
High-st., Cheadle, Ches.). 
Nantwich.—R.D.C. to erect eight houses at 


Buerton. 26 at Wrenbury, 12 at Shevington and six 
at Paddington. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—-A contract is expected to be 
let shortly for alterations to club premises for New- 
castle Corporation Transport Employees’ Social 
Welfare Society. Architect, J. M. Angus, 21, 
Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.——Guy V. Hurd,  Shotley 
Bridge, is architect for alterations to business 
— layton-st., for Lloyd’s Retailers, Ltd. 
No contracts let. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—L. Doyle. Kenton-la.. New- 
castle, has prepared plans for alterations in Grey- 
st.. for Atlas Assurance Co., Ltd.—Plans have been 
prepared by City A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle, 
for two blocks of flats in Armstrong-rd. and Shaf- 
toe-st.—Arthur & Kirkup, 13 Swinburne-st., Gates- 
head, are architects for alterations in Russell-ter., 
for dry-cleaning factory for My Valet, Ltd. 


North Riding.—C.C. to spend £12.0000 on inf. 
welfare centre, sch. clinic, hea'th office, and 
nurses’ flat at Pickering. Cty. A., H. J. Knowles, 
County Hall, Northallerton. 

Penistone.—U.D.C. propose 
Park-ave. estate. 

Rawtenstall—B.C. Surveyor to prepare quanti- 
ties for 65 houses at Staghills estate and 45 at 
Lomax-la. 

Rochdale.—T.C. approved plans for 22 houses at 
Kendal-ave.. for G E. Cockin, Chadderton.— 
Victoria Spinning Co., Ltd., propose two-storey 
extension at Royds-st. 

Shipston-on-Stour (Worcs.).—R.D.C. to purchase 
site at Tredington for housing development by 
J. B. Guest, Ascott House Farm, Whichford. 


six bungalows at 
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Southwell} 
approval for 20 houses 
Circle, Ollerton, 


Staffs.—P.C. Council of St. John the Evangelist. 
—_ Wood, Cradley Heath, propose new church 
nail, 

Stockport.—B.C. seek approval in principle for 
erection of aged persons’ home at Brinnington 
estate; seek loan of £57,400 for new sch. at Brin. 
nington estate; seek~- approval for inclusion of 
R.C. sec. sch, at Nangreave-rd., in 1953 _ programme 
= Reynolds & Scott, 9, Albert-3q., Man. 
chester). 


B.C. approved pians for:—Office building, Booth. 
st., for H. Bardsley & Sons, Ltd.—10 houses, Long. 
ford-rd, West, for W. Farley & Co., Ltd.—Layout 
for 73 houses, Broadstone Hall estate, for Cor. 
mack & Co. (Lancs), Ltd.—Two-storey extension at 
1, Sibley-rd., for G, H. Katton. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—T.C. has offered a 


(Notts).—R.D.C. received Ministry 
and four flats near Church 


site on 


Boathouse-la. industrial estate to North-Eastern 
Eteciricity Brd., Carliol House, Neweastle-on- 


Tyne, for erection of industrial buildings.—Boro’ 
A., T. C. Hartley, 28, The Square, Stockton 
prepared plans for six flats in “ Qrlit ” construc- 
tion in Danby-rd.—A starting date early ‘next year 
is expected by E.C. for proposed Roseworth cty. 
jnr. sch.—G. F. Walker & Son, Ld., Junction-rd., 
Norton, Stockton, have prepared layout plans for 
a housing estate at Berwick-gr—Plans have been 
prepared by Boro’ A. for 230 “S” type houses, 
312 ‘“T” type, and 45 “V” type on the Roseworth 
estate.—Boro’ A. is also preparing plans for a 
shopping centre at Roseworth. 


Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C. approved extensions at St. 
Teresa’s R.C. prim. sch., Trent Vale. Approved 
oy for:—Extensions at Flaxmon Tile Works, 
figh-st., Burslem, for A. J. Wade, Ltd.—Extensions 
to factory, Ogden-rd., Hanley, for Woods Tileries 
(Hanley), Ltd. 

Stone.—R.D.C. to negotiate contract for erection 
of shops and flats at Barlaston. 

Stretford.—B.C. approved layout for 57 flats at 
Talbot-rd./Chester-rd. site. Plans by S.—M.O.E. to 
lease site at Warwick-rd. South to Firswood Com- 


munity Association for erection of ‘community 
centre.—B.C. approved plans for:—Offices and 
stores at Trafford Park-rd., for Frank Rosser, 


Ltd. (architects, Reynolds & Scott, 9, Albert-sq., 
Manchester). 51 houses at Edge-la./Granby-rd., 
for J. Rich. 

Sunderland.—A g 
4,000 sq. ft. is planned at the Paltion factory of 
Fordham & Co., prepackers, but contracts are un: 
decided. The work is to be done under the «gis 
of North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., Chirton, 
North Shields. 


Sunderland.—Pians are to he prepared for a 
pn for people living on Hylton Red House 
estate. 


Swinton and Pendlebury.—U.D.C. completing 
plans for shopping centre at Rake-la. area; to 
issue block licence to Central Estates (Swinton), 
Ltd., for 16 houses at Agecroft-rd. : 

Walisend.—Boro’ E., G. N. Teasdale, Town Hall, 
Wallsend, has prepared plans for 36 flats on the 
Oak Grove estate. A contract mav he let shortly. 

Warrington.—B.C. propose _new tech. college at 
Kingsway. Plans by E., J. Y. Hughes. 


temporary extension covering 


“ TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes 7 ded for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q ger accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Modernisation and additions to Guild 
Railway Station. Mr M_ Y. Sande nan, Chief A. & 
S., British Railways (Scottish Division), St. Enoch’s 
Station, Glasgow: *Dona!d C. Stewart, Bon-Accord, 
Aberdeen. 


Acomb.—18 houses at Acomb. Architects, W. 
Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle: 
*Barwick Bros., Gilsland, Northumber‘and. 


Bebington.—84 houses at Bromsborough estate, for 
TC.: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Knutsford. 
Cheshire, £113,826; 44 at Brackenwood estate: “1 
Warrington & Sons, Ltd., Ellesmere Port, £74,563. 





Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of 138 houses on 
the Roseberry-rd. estate, for U.D.C. Architects, 
21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: 


Kitching & Co., 
*C. J. Boyd, Ltd., 
(50): “Stephen Coates, 
Middlesbrough (88). 

Birmingham.—Roads and sewers at Metcliley 
Grange estate, and at We'sh House Farm estate, 
for C.B. H. J. Manzoni. C.BE., M-.Inst.C.E., 
M.T.P.I., City E. & S: *Wates. Ld., London-rd., 
Norbury, §.W.16, £33.720 and £57 885. 


Bishop Auckland.—Erection of 80 houses and 14 
bungalows at Woodhouse-cl. estate, for U.DC. 
Plans by the U.D.C. Architect. Town Hall, Bishop 
Auckland: *Bell & Ridley, Ltd., North-rd., Durham 


Middlesbrough 


Emmerson-st., 
Langbaurgh-pl., 


Ltd., 


has ° 
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(52 houses) ; *E. Pye & Son, East-par., Bishop Auck- 
land (28 houses and 14 old people’s "houses). 


Brierley Hill.—Erection of houses at Bromiley 
site, for T.C.: *S. J. Smith & Co., Lid., Wednes- 
bury. 

Castle Ward.—100 houses at Ponteland, for R.D.C. 
. E. Dimmack, S.: *E. Jeffcock (Contractors), 
Ltd., 107, New Bridge-st., Newcastte-on-Tyne (70); 
*Cunningham & Forster, Kenton-la., Gosforth (30). 


Coventry.—Erection of Broad-la. comprehensive 
sch., for E.C.: *Higgs & Hill, Ltd.. Swan-la., 
Coventry, £300,000 est. 


Dumbartonshire.—Erection of new railway station 
with public offices, etc., at Drumry, Drumchapel. 
W. Sandeman, Chief A. & S.. British Rai Iways 
(Scottish Division), St. Enoch’s ‘Station, Glasgow : 
*J. Anderson & King, Ltd., Glasgow. 


Dundee.—Plans have been prepared for The Grey 
Cinema Syndicate, for two new cinemas at the 
housing estates of Happy Hilicock (Mid Craigie), 
and at School-rd. (Dowandfield), from plans by 
their architects: *Charles Gray (Builders), Dundee. 


Durham.—Erection of pithead baths for the 
Durham Divisional Coal Board at Beam:sh Mary 


Pit, Houghton Meadows Colliery, Greenside 
Colliery and Trimdon renee Colliery. R. Wood, 
Divisional A., Ashfield Tower, Gosforth, Newcastle- 


on-Tyne: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 
Howdon-on-Tyne, £250,000. 


Glanton.—Erection of a nurses’ home at Glanton: 
*J. Slowther, builder, Ainmouth, Northumberland. 


Glasgow.—Erection - 73 houses - Southbrae-dr. 


Norman MacFadzean (F.), 137, West Regent:st., 
Glasgow: ‘John Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd. 
Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Erection of a new public sch. at (Site 
5) Balarnock, for the Corporation. John MacNab 
(F.), A. , Bath-st., Glasgow. Underbuilding, 
joinery, carpentry, plumbing, sanitary engineering 
works: *Thomas Henderson & Sons 
(Glasgow), Ltd., £11,953; superstructure and allied 
works: *The Bristol Aeroplane Company (Housing). 
Ltd., Weston-super-Mare, £11,280. 


Glasgow.—New public sch. at Barmulloch. John 

MacNab (F.), A., Bath-st., Glasgow: *The 
Bristol Aeropiane Company (Housing), Ltd.. 
Weston-super-Mare, £11,350. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own staff of 
architects, for new buildings which are to be 
erected for Begg, Coulson & Co., Ltd., Parkhead, 
at Springfield-rd.: *James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd.. 
Bridgeton, Glasgow. 

Hendon.—Erection of 54 flats and 7 houses on 
housing site No. 3—Northway Circus, Mill Hill, 
for B.C.: tJ. G. Gibbs & Sons (Contractors), Ltd., 


732, St. Albans-rd.. Watford, £111,385 (after 
revision). 
Horsforth (Yorks).—50 houses at Woodside 


estate: *Spooners (Hull), Ltd., Glebe-rd., Stone- 
ferry, Hull. 


Liverpoo!l.—Alterations 
Lark-la, depot, for T.C.: 
tions to warehouse at Naylor-st., 
Chantrell, Ltd.: *Tysons 
Dryden-st., Liverpool. 

GLondon (M.0O.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended August 30 :— 

London; Royal Auto Telephone Exchange, Royal 
Mint, E.1, Internal painting, etc., F. Troy Co., 
Ltd, 131, Gt. Suffolk- st., S.E.1. Derbyshire : 
Ministry of Ag. & Fish., Shardiow Hall, Erection of 
new > gg Arthur Holmes & Sons, Ltd.. 815, 
dondon. rd., Derby. Essex: Saffron Walden G. P.O., 

A.-X.), Alterations, Rooke & Sons, Ltd., High: 
ng * hegre Walden, Essex, Gloucestershire :’ Polish 
Dependants’ Camp, Daglingworth, Adaptations of 
living quarters, Holborrow & Sons, Ltd., Tetbury, 


and improvements’ to 
*Direct Labour: altera- 
for Burnaby & 
(Contractors), Ltd., 


Gloucester; R. APR. Records, Eastern-ave., Refe! ting 
to roofs (block A, site 2, block D, site 1). Asphalte 
Specialists, Ltd., Ibert-rd., St. Philips, Bristol 2; 


R.A.F. Records, Elmbridge-court, at to roof 
of block B, Asphalte Specialists, Ltd., Albert-rd., St. 
Philips, Bristo) 2. Hampshire : Head Post Offi ice, 


Aldershot, Extension of sorting office and welfare 
accommodat ion, H. J. Goodall & Son, Ltd, %6, 
Queen’s-rd., Basingstoke. Kent : Rainham, Extension 

Holland & 


of “automatic ae ag exchange, W.- de. 
, Ltd,, Porrock-st.. Gravesend, Kent. 


pps P.O. Garage and Store, Stansfield’s 
Factory, Marton, Blackpool, Alterations and adapta- 
tions, Fleetwood Construction Co... Ltd. me. 
Poulton-rd.. Fleetw Northumberland : "M.N.I a 
Benton Park- trd.. Newcastie-upon-Tyne, External 
i? of clay block walls, he Ruberoid Co., 
Commonwealth House, 1-19, New Oxford-st., 

Soaden W.2. Stirlingshire: T.0.B., Kerse-rd.- 
Alterations and additions, Hanratty & Paul, 74, 
Leith-walk, Edinburgh. Sussex: Horsham, Super- 
structure of telephone exchange, Rice & Son, Ltd., 
29, Gloucester-pl., Brighton, Worcestershire : 
M.0.S.T.R Pa St. "Andrew’s-rd.. Malvern, External 
peinting, G. Harrison & Son, “Builders, Ltd.. 130, 
Vorcester-rd., Droitwich, Worcs. Yorkshire: Polish 
Hostel, East’ Moor, Adaptations to existing huts, 
Wm. Birch & Sons, Ltd., Spen-la., Yorks; P.O. 
Station, Sorting Office, Leeman-rd,, Alterations and 
extensions, Wm. Birch & Sons, Ltd., Spen-la., 
Yorks; J.O.B.. Park House. St. Paul’s-st., Leeds, 
Alterations and new work, W. Ripley & Sons, Ltd., 
128, West-st., Leeds 1. 


THE BUILDER 


London (St. Pancras).—Additions to The Bedford 
Corner Hotel. 11, Bayley-st., London, W.C.1. T 
Mortimer Burrows, L.R.I.B.A., architect, 44, Bed- 
ford-row, Holborn. W.C.1. ‘Dove Bros., Ltd., 
Cloudesley-pl.. Islington. 


GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by W.D. during week ended August 23:— 
Northumberland : Miscel!aneous, T. Norris, North 

Shields. Yorkshire: Miscel‘aneous, John Craven & 

Son, Ltd.. Newcastle-on-Tyne; Hutting, Walter Key 

& Co., Iitd., York. Durham: Miscellaneous, J. 
Roxby Surtees, Ltd., Blackhill. Yorkshire: Painting 

and decorating, W Manning, Bradford. Essez : 

Building work, Lge Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford. 
Flintshire : Painting, N N. S. Long, Ltd., Poulton-le- 

Fylde. 

Warwickshire: Road work, Turriff Construction 
Co., Ltd., Warwick. Shropshire : Roofing repairs, 
Berry Wiggins & Co., Ltd. London, E.C.4. 
Lancashire: Miscellaneous, Wm. Anderton & Co., 
Ltd., Manchester = in bee Building work. 
Hugh Owen & So tockport. Middlesez : 
Cah'e 'aving, Mae ng Lid Feltham. Deronshire : 
Miscellaneous, F. W. Davey, ms Exmouth. 
Wiltshire: Building work, E. Beard, Ltd, 
Swindon. 


YLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by W.D. during week ended August 30:— 

Yorkshire : Miscellaneous, F. Shepherd & Son. Ltd., 
York; Miscellaneous, Roxby Surtees, Ltd., 
Catterick Camp. Merioneth : Miscellaneous, R. A. 
Buckle, Lid., Prestatyn Berkshire: Building. E. C. 
Hughes. Ltd., Wokingham. Wiltshire: Building. 
E. W. Beard Devonshire: Bui'ding, W. L. Oldrey. 
Dorset : Building, William Blood,. Ltd, 


Maivern.—Erection of 4 houses on the Worres- 


ter-rd. site, for . Judson, B.Sc., 
AM.IC.E.. 8. & *M. Wilesmith & Son. 
Malvern Link. 

Middleton. Tee of % houses at Hollins 


estate. for B.C: P. Mitchell (Builders), Ltd., 
Acresfie!d-rd.., the. Than Middleton, £117,646. 


Newcastie-on-Tyne.—Constrnction of steel frames 
for tarbine houses, boiler houses, workshops and 
stores bnildings at the new power stations under 
construction at Stella North and Stella South, for 
B.E.A.: *Cleveland Bridge & Engineering Co., 
Ltd., Darlington. 

Reading.—Erection of 72 “ Wates”’ houses at 
Bath-rd housing estate, for B.C. C. H. A. Willett, 

B.A., Borough Architect: *Wates, Ltd., 
London-rd., Norbury, 8.W.16, £98,780 

Rochdale.—Additional 90 houses at Kirkholt 
estate, for T.C.: *J. Hohson & Sons, Ltd., Notting- 
ham (extension to contract). 

Runcorn.—Additional po three-hedroomed houses 
and 18 two-bedroomed type houses at Town Hall 
esta‘e, for U.D.C.: *W. E. Jones (Contractors), 
Ltd., Middlewich, £38.533. 


Scottish Special seein Association, Ltd.— 
Contracts placed from June 16 to August 20:— 
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- Bridgegate, Irvine, Plumber. 
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Site Servicing. 
Kirkconnel, Robinson & Davidson, St. Cathe- 
rine’s Gate, Dumfries, Field drains. 


House Erection. 


Broomieknowe-rd. & M:tchell-dr., Rutherglen (58 


Tradl.), Chas. Wilson (G: asgow), td., 88, Kin- 
ning-st., Glasgow, Roof tiler; A. W. Thomson, 
Ltd., 132, Main-st., Bellshill, ‘Plumber. Forehill- 


Jas. Cochrane & Sons, 3%, 
Sighthill, Sdinbocuhe 
Northern Sportsground Construction Co., Edin- 
burgh, Fencing. Long tg (208 No-fines), 
Jas. Kilpatrick & Son, No. Castie-st, Edin- 
burgh, Electrical. on a] Glasgow (2 Tiniber), 
S.W. Scotland (Elec.) Board, 137, Almada-st., 
Hamilton, Electrical services. Whitecraig, Mid- 
lothian (20 Tradl.), N. Thomson, Croft-st., Dal- 
keith, Bricks, etc.; P. Nimmo & Son. LAd., 
Fountainha‘l-rd., Edinburgh, Joiner; N. Thomson, 
Da‘keith, Plaster; Middleton & Son, Dublin-st., 
Edinburgh, Painter; Boyne, Smith & Wylie, 

Nelson-st., Edin burgh, Electrical. Muirlouse 
Motherwell (176 Timber), Northern Sportsg round 
Construc ion Co., Edinburgh, Boundary fencing. 
Hiiton-rd., Alloa’ (6 Tradl.), Electrivity Board, 
Stirling, Electricity services. Sighthill, Edinburgh 
(2 O'Sullivan), Miller & Partners, Ltd., Edinburgh, 
Several. Bellamyre, Dumbarton (50 No-fines), Geo. 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 37, Drumsheugh-gdns., Edin- 
burgh, All trades. Sighthi il, Edinburgh (2 Timber), 
S-ottish Gas Board, Edinburgh, Gas services. 
Pinkie Braes, Musselburgh (112 Cruden, 909 No 
fines), Scottish Gas Board, Edinburgh, Gas services. 
H.MS. Lochinvar, Port Edgar (10 Tradl.), Scottish 
Gas Board, Edinburgh, Gas _ services. Lomo 

rd., Balloch (4 Tradl.), Dougall & Co., Ltd., Dum- 
barton, Several. Eldersiie, Renfrewshire (1 Tradl.), 


rd., Ayr (62 Tradl.), 


David Bett & Son, 6, Wi: ee Ty Paisley, 
Electric. Poltonhall (108 Cruden), S.E. Scotland 
Electricity Board, Musselburgh, Electric. 
Cemetery-rd., Methithill (130 Dunedin), Scottish 
Gas Board, Dunfermline, Gas services. 
Rowardennan, Stirlingshire (6 Hall), Roy 
Cameron, Garrel-Baliat, Balfron. Water supply. 
Forehill-rd., Ayr (58 Miller), Miller & Partners, 
td., 18, George-st., Edinburgh, Several trades. 


Shortlees, Kilmarnock (38: Miller). Mitler & Part- 
ners, Ltd., 18. George-st., Edinburgh, Several trades. 
Braehead, Linlithgow (60 Miller), M:ller & Partners, 
Ltd, 18, George-st.. Edinburgh, Several trades. 
Paris-ave., Denny (76 Miller), Miller & Partners, 
Ltd., 18, George-st., Edinbur h, Several trades. 
Hi:ton. Inverness (158 Dunedin), ‘Alex. Hall & Son 
(Builders), Ltd., Northfield, Aberdeen, All trades. 
Girvan (4 Tradl.), W. McQuaker, Sixpence, Pin- 
wherry by Girvan, Mason and brick; Quintin 
Clark, 119, Main-st., Ayr, Carpenter and joiner; H. 
Thow & Co., 19, River-st., Ayr, Glazier; A. M. 
Rubie & Sons, 9, Annick-rd., Irvine, Slater. tiler 
and roughcast; Ww. Lennox, Hamilton- st., Girvan, 
Plumber: John Finnie & Co., Ltd.. 183. "High-st., 
Ayr, Electrical; John Kerr, Montgomery-st., 
Girvan, Plaster; Wm. Mackay & Son. G!aisnock- 
st.. Cumnock, Painter. Falside-rd., Bothwell (10 
Tradl.), Alexander Dunn, Ltd., Uddingston, Grates 
and gra‘e building. Barrhead, Auchenback (54 
Miller), Miller & Partners, Edinburgh, Several 
trades. Hilton, Inverness (48 Dunedin), Durastic, 
Ltd., 110, John-st., Glasgow, Mastic flooring. 
Broomieknow -rd. and Miteoell-dr., Ruthergien (58 
Trad!.), W. Bain & Co., Ltd., Lochrin Wrks., Coat- 
bridge. Joiner; MacDona'd & Huzhes 164. Maryhill- 
rd., Glasgow. Glazier; Chas. Wilson (Glasgow), Ltd., 
88. Kinning-st. Glasgow, Plaster; Alex McCracken. 
36, Brandon-st., Hamilton, Painter; Jas. Kilpatrick 
& Sons, Ltd.. Kelvin. House. Paisley, Electrical ; 
A. Mitchel & Sons, Ltd., 20, Muirend-ave., Glas- 
gew. Brick. Bellsmyre. Dumbarton (234 No-fines), 
Scottish Gas Board, Dumbarton, Gas connections. 
Cadder-rd., Glasgow (364 various), S-ottish Gas 
Board, 522, Sauchiehali-st., Glaszow, Gas services. 
Whitecraig, Mid'‘othian (20 Tradl). Cunningham 
Dickson & Walker, Ltd., 31, Frederick-st.. Edin- 
burgh, G'azier. West _ End, Fraserburgh (32 
Granite), Scottish Gas Board. Fraserburgh, Gas 
services piping. Lavkfield, Greenovk 100 Atholl), 
Hay & Anderson, 33, Innerwood-rd., Kilwinning, 
Fencing. Carskeoch. Patna (80 Weir, 72 Atholl), 
Barnet & Morton, High-st., Kirkcaldy, Fencing. 
Site Servicing. 

Hyvots Bank, Edinburgh (70 Dunedin), S.8.H.A., 
Ltd., First stage. 


Maintenance. 
Deerpark, Sanquhar (76 Atholl), Jas. G. Young, 
Sanquhar, ery railings. Hiton. Inverness 
(150 B.LS.F.), T. Petrie, 10. Montague-row, 


Inverness, Pai falee. 1, Duke-st., Glasgow (S.S.H.A. 


Office), T. S Godsman & Co., 1, Argyil-arcade, 
Gasgow, Painting. Crosshil] & Meadows (8 
BILS.F.), R. Weir & Son. 8, Longrow, Campbeltown, 


Muiredge, Buckhaven (50 


4 Bry pieces to eaves. 
6, Grange-rd., 


S.F.). John Hadden & Son, 
Bdinburgh, Plumbing. 


Southwell.—10 houses and 12 flats at Bilsthorpe, 
for R.DC.: *J. W. Richards & Co., Ltd., £29,150. 


Stretford.— Works for BC. at Stretford-rd. site:— 
Two blocks of 10 flats and one block of 12 flats, 
and 10 maisonettes: *W. Lionel Gray (19%3), Ltd., 
Hospital-b'dgs., Darley, Farnworth, £69,428. 


Tamworth.—Erection of 9 “ Votes * houses at 
Gillway houSing estate, for B. & &. Bruce Smith, 
M.&Cy.E., B.E. & S.: *Wates. La. London-rd., 
Norbury, ‘S.W 16, £124,105. 
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Reeds-la., for B.C.: 


Wallasey.—10 houses at 
Ltd., Doulton-rd., 


*Wm. Bradshaw (Contractors), 
Wallasey. £16,860. 

















UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 paa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ** EFEMBE, Holb, London’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 






THE BUILDER 


Walsend.—Construction of two bee ge eon 
capable of accommodating ships of 30,000 tons 
d.w. at Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson's _ 
yard. Engineers, T. F. Burns & Partners, 3, El 


don-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, and 11, Victoria-st., 
London, §8.W.1. Main contractors: *Demolition & 
Construction Co *Holmpress 


. Ltd., London. Piling: 
Piles, Ltd., Hull. 


West Lancs.—Conversion of huts into Rests 
units at Polish sine. Maghull, _ R.D.C.: ais 
Kenney, Ltd., Maghufl, £14,743. 


Worcester.—Erection of 200 “ - Wates a 
Dines “eo hk ram a C.B. 
MacKrill, M.S ns LW.E., F.RS.A., 
City E.: “Wates, ‘Ltd. i. nae “Norbury, S.W. 16, 
£287,178. 16 “* Wates ” maisonettes, for C.B.: 
Pipa Ltd., London-rd., Norbury, S.W 16, 


? 


houses at 


Lectures in Building 

Details of post-advanced lectures in build- 
ing and civil engineering available in the 
areas which it covers, are contained in a 
booklet which has been issued by the Man- 
chester and District Advisory Council for 
Further Education, Education Offfices, 
Deansgate, Manchester, 3. 








BROADS 


POCKET DRAINAGE 
CATALOGUE 


a friend . 
in need 


BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 








Boyle's ..zssz,- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


96 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbreke 2879 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 























September 12 1952 


Staff Magazine 

The summer issue of the “ Diamond 0,” 
published by F. J. Edwards, Ltd., 359-61, 
Euston-road, N.W.1, celebrates the first 
birthday of this quarterly staff magazine, 
Since its advent, the number of pages has 
grown from 12 to 24, and the publication 
has proved invaluable in helping members 
of the staff to get to know one another as 
individuals rather than units of an organisa- 
tion. 


Peat-Moss Wallboard 


Swedish manufacturers are sending tech- 
nicians to Ireland to prospect for a suitable 
tract of bog-land possessing the requisite 
long-fibred peat-moss suitable for making 
a new type of insulation board. A factory 
at Myresjo, Sweden, has been in operation 
for four months producing this soft wall- 
board, which is claimed to be a better and 
cheaper substitute for existing types. Pro- 
duction cost in Sweden is about 10d. a 
square yard, and demand is so great that 
next year’s entire output has been bought up 
by British importers. Other large orders 
cannot be fulfilled until completion of a 
second factory, now under construction. 
Re-growth of the peat-moss is so rapid that 
practically an endless supply of raw material 
is assured. 














KILN DRIED, P.T.&G., ENDS MATCHED 
” " ” " ” 
ZB" x 3” & 4" & #" x 2 
IN OAK, BEECH, MAPLE, TEAK, GURJUN, 
MUHIMB!I, LOLIONDO, etc. 


FLOORING BLOCKS K.D., T.&G. 


MITCHELL BROS. (Liverpool) LTD. 


MARK STREET, LIVERPOOL 5 











THE ESSEX STEEL WA 
SCAFFOLDING C°L” 
ERECTION 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 


SALES,HIRE 




















Registered Office: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
E.C.1 
MONarch 7597-8 


GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works: 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexley Heath 5651-4 
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